Hopes Maw Method of Pencing : 
R, 


The True and Solid ART of Fighting with he 
 Back-Sword , Sheering-Sword , Small. Sword, and 


Sword and Piſtol ; freed from the Errors of the 


Schools, 


5 Wherein the Defence and Purſair of theſe Weapons, both on Foot, 


and a Horſeback,. and that againſt all kind of Edged or Pointed 
Weapons whatſoever, are not only compendiz d, and redue d to 
ſo few and general Rules, that any Perſon of an indifferent Ca- 
pacity, and ordinary Agility of Body, may in a ſhort time (even 
by his own Aſſiduity, and the Aſſiſtance of a judicious Comerade) 


attain to a conſiderable Adroitneſs in Practice; either for the Defence 
of his Life upon a juſt Occaſion, or Preſervation of his e N 5 


and 3 in any Accidental Scuffle, or Trifling Quarrel. 
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The niceſt 7; 3 of the whole ART, is ſo e with deten 
eaſy and uſeful Rules, that it will at once inſtruct the greateſt Ig- 
norant, and gratify the moſt Critical and Curious Artiſt. 


Jo that it may be aſſerted, that by this new Method, the Art of De- 


fence, with the Sword alone i is, by Mathematical Demonſtration, 
brought to the utmoſt Perfection Humane Nature is capable of; 

and that this Aſſertion, is no ways vain or Chimerical ;. the Au- 
thor is ready to defend the ſame either by Argument, or Practice, 


before any Two underſtanding Sword- men; againſt any W 
Maſter, who ſhall impung it. 
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Gladiatura, non ſolum ad Honoris, Vit aque Conſervationem; ſed. etiam . 
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Extraordinary Characters, the one of your Lordſhip's ? 
1 er and he other of your Eminent Office,you are cer- 
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Good Foſperity of its Country, and the Liberty 
kg ry of the People: & that the Subject · matter 


covy E ſponding fo naturally with theſe. Tua 5 


My Lord, (a Sher Conſpc 
moſt yroer Patron 1 could 2 


Fir, "The Art it 0 ee 4 1 1 s of 
11 and Chiyalry, falls maſt naturally under your 


ration ad of } the | 
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High Va riſchal, al Dehates about, and Deciſinms of. 


Points of Honour, come under your Lordini p's Cognize 


ance, and are Determined 9.9 Jour Lordſhi Kok s Ps 


when i in Hape. e, W 


139 "ty The PS, egg 0 7 * Metbod of 
Fencing,hemg far the Safety and Preſervation of Mens 
Honour and Lives, tends certainly ſo far ta the advanc- 
ing the Publick Good, 4s. it lays doum a Rational and | 
Eaſy Method for that Eu: And This alone I know is 
fuſpucient to Recommend it, and make it Acceptable to y 
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LIordſhip, who Thuow have always taken a great deal of 
Pleaſure and Satisſadlion, in fuch Gentlemanny and Uſe- 
7 Jus Exerciſes. Sa 8 ha Man's e and Repu- 
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e great Alteration dag is. def % 

| N e Sword, tion ies 9 

eing, Will ſtartle a reat — People, as well Maſters avd Profeſſors  ® 

of the Art, as others; the Attempt being no leſs Great and Bold than. _ a © 

New. For to endeayour at one Daſh, Wholly to alter and d renverſe 2 5 

Old, tho. bad and pernicious een lego Eaſy e PER e 5 . 
5 VERY well know, that it is ane oof the cafi ae in the World | 

to pretend Faults, where there are but few or n Ave a very common 2 = urs; 

thing, to cry down, and diſcommend Books, without ever going further 2 

than the Title Page, or but A mold At. moſt, a "Corſo y View 2 of = 

the Titles of the Chapters, A moſt diſcommendable a eee 4 "4 | 

well as logentlemany Cul om; ( tho daily practis d by many, 8 * 

tend to be no mea Jadges in matter of Books,) Becauſe 5 hug b 

either approve of a „ or condemn and reje&: it As. bid and 

uſeleſs, he ough in Reaſon efore he paſs his Verdict upa 1 Sen 

to read it thorow attentively, and without Prejudice; but if he intendd 

to play the Critick 1255 erioully. upon the Deſign:of the, Aathor,,and _ 

Arguments he bri for What he would ee and all this withoat 3 

the leaſt Ps icque.of rejudice againſt him. 7 bein cee e 10-090) | 
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THEREFORE. 1 expect this Juſtice from All, eſp pecially * 3 R 1, 
Maſters, that before they u dea and rejett TY New Method, they | 5 
wil take the trouble * to Lazy e it, not only with regard to _ 
Manes ages Which. a Man may. have by it, againſt any of the Ordinary 
Guards belong ging. to the. Small-Sword, and which: will ſtill more an 
more appear, and be better diſcovered, the more frequently this New 
Method is made uſe of, and put in practice againſt them; but chiefly with 
reſpect to all the other great Benefits which a Man will re by the con- 
aut Practice of it, Such Wl that 25 will not ouly prove a fu ient Guard 
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and Defence, againſt all the Thrufts of the Smeoit-Swora, and Blows of the 
-.-» » "© Sheering, or Back-Sivord in a fingle Combat; bat alſo againſt the Thru#Fs 
und Blows of all other Pointed or Edged Weapons wharſoever; and that 


. mw only a-Foor but on Horſe-back, as well in a Battel as in a Single Com- 
5 8. A | 


7 


I SAY; If my Readers, eſpecially thoſe who make profeſſion. of Com- 


municating their Art to others; conſider it ſeriouſly. under this general 
View; and not out of a Cavilling Temper, pick out, and inſiſt upon ſome 
particular and trifling Imperfections in it, from which no Guard whatſo - 
ever is free; becauſe it is impoſſible for any one particular Guard ox 
Parade, to anſwer exactly and equally all Citeumſtances. I make no 
doubt, but it will anſwer ſufficiently for, it ſelf, and give them ſuch an 
:  Intire- Conviction of the Unſufficiency-of their former Common- Met liod, 
| for a ſure and general. Defence. againſt all Weapons, that they will here- - 
after wholly reject That, and take themſelves to this New One, which! 
am perſwaded, will be attended with ſuch good Conſequences, as will 
make it hereafter prey. not Cir hn ee of theſe Iſlands, 
but over all, where it ſhall have the good Fortuue to. be made known. 
The In A Dexterous Small- Sword Man, how adroit ſoever he may be at the 
ts 975 handling of his Rapier in a Duel after the Common School- Method, will, 
. oY apt when he comes to Engage at Cloſs Fight in a Field-Battel, either with 
3 Tierce & Foot or Horſe, find himſelf extremely put to it, and almoſt as much to ſeek, 
| Quarte 28 if he had no Art at all, if he be Maſter of no better Defence; whereby to 
„ Patades ſecure himſelf, than the Ordinary School Parades of: Quurte and Tierce, 
ma - Which belong 105 — the Small- Sword or Rapierꝭ & whereof the unſucceſsful 
Ciroud or Practice, (even in Duels, lay ing aſide their Inſufficiency in a Crowd, or Rield 
Battel. Battel) hath no doubt made * People value leſs the Arr of the Sword 
1 than otherwiſe they would have done; judging thereby, that there could 
. = be no better nor ſecurer Defence drawn from it: For in ſuch a Iuncture, 
I mean in a Crowd or Battel, a Man hath neither Tim nor Bounds, 
nicely to Ward off his Adverſary's Blows or Thruſts, nor to Break his Mea · 
ſure, as he would have, were he Engaged only in a Duel. Here he is a 
little; more at Large and Freedom; but there, perhaps ſurrounded by | 
two or three Stout and Vigorous Single Soldiers, or Troopers, who are 
all with Fury Sabring, and Diſcharging Blows upon him. 
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I SAY. in ſuch a. Cafe, this Hmging Guard with the Croſs-Parade fron 
| it, is the only One in the World he can rely upon; and if he be Agile and | 

Vigorous, and can perform it Nimbly and Dexteroufly, (eſpecially that 
Parade upwards and a croſs his Face as in Fig. 16. returning alwiſe Smart 

Plain trotes or Thrufts from it, ſo long as he has ſtrength to renew them) 

it will certainly, if any Art can, and as much as Humane Nature is capable 

of, (for no Man is infallible ) ſave him from many a Wound, altho not 
from all; for that, without being Armed Cap @ pe, is in a manne 
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= ſible; where i n wo or Thręe againſt One; but certain 
ne the dexterous Uſe of this Guard. and Croſs Parade from it, will ſave him 
75s from a great many, he would have otherwiſe received, had he been igno- | 
at rant cf it, and neceſſitate to make uſe of his Amperfect, or rather School 
i Parades ( for in ſuch a Juncture they. deſerve. no better Name) of 
LE 8 
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n- 50 that all this beivg duly conſidered, I am fully perf led, (if there 
al be any ſuch thing in Nature, as that a True, Sure, and General Defence 
ne may be drawn from any Single Weapon) that I have hit right on it; and 3 
bY that this Croſs Parade | fo much recommend is it; at leaſt; the very beſt,  =+ 3 
or. WF that Art can furniſh a Man with, againſt all kind of Edged or Pointed — ll 
no Weapons whatſoever ; a thing ſo very Uſeful, yet ſo much wanting 2) - 
an amongſt our Hrit ih Youth : And therefore, if there be any Failure here- 6 
a, ( after in their Defence,” it will be found to ly, not in the Unſufficiency. of 1 
e- this New. Arthod, but ęither in che want of a ſufficient: Strengch and Vi- "OM 
11 gour, or inthe bad Execution of its Rules; Which laſt, I beg ſuch Ma- 

ill ers will take ſpecial Care to prevent, who ſhall be ſo juſt to me, and 4 
s, Kind to their Scholars, as henceforth to communicate it to them; forthe - 

2 and Preſervation of whoſe Honour and Lives, it was chieliy made 
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It,  . TO which End they are intreated, not to mix and jumble the Two Ae- A ne 
t thods together; particularly the Parades or Defenſive Part; that is, Teach ceſſary =Y 
k, their Scholars ſometimes the One Manner of Parieing, and ſometimes the Advice to 

to Other; for that is the ready way te render them dexterous at neither. Maſters | 

6, „ But if they will obſtinately keep to their Old Aethod, let them wholly anent 

al reject This, ind if they are pleaſed to make Trial off. bis,then let them make _ 

id BY © Trueand Thorow Proof of it, eſpecially, with. elpe&t- to the Defenſive I this 
4 Part or Par ade, 0 wherein the grea t Advantage of is New Method con- New Mu. 
1d git?) without ſo much as letting their Scholars practiſe any part of the tho. 
13 Parades, nay, nor even of the Purſuits belonging to the other, except in | 

Is, ſi far, as Both Methods ſhall jump together in their Offenfive Pat; be- "= 
a- cauſe init, that Nicety needs not to be ſo much regarded, as in tte 
a Defenſive, which, from this Hanging Guard is indeed moſt admirable, by : 
by BY xrreaſon of the great Croſs. it Forms upon the Adverſary*s Sword in Oppo- 


1 I MaſterspunQually 6bſerve this, I dare promiſe to their Scholars, 
nr x not only a Great and Sudden, but even Surpriſing Succeſs in the Trae © 7x 
nd BY Art of Defence, of which it may be moſt juſtly aſſerted, that-hitherto  - © 
at we have only poſſeſſed the Name,-not- its good and ſalutary Effects, to- „ 
rt wards the redreſſing of which, tis hoped that the Publication of this New 1 
n but Secure Method of Fencing, will not a little contribute, eſpecially. jj 1 
fe - duly Encouraged and put in Practice by ſuch, as have the Inſtruction of 5 
ot our Youth in this moſt Gentlemany and uſeful Art intruſted to them, 1 Bo. 
ob 1 | „„ c Cs mean 
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1 ADVERTISEMENT: 


mean the Adroit ahd, Fudizieus Frank Blatrs,, a6 wel Back:Sword i. 
Small-Sword-men of theſe Iland g = FH 
)J 0 K 


N 13 2116252791 2111 
FOR. here both their Arts, which have been of a long time moſt un- 
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reaſonably, as well as unluckily ſeparate, and in àa manner Rent aſunder 
are by the improvement of the following Guard, and Parade natiirall 
flowing from it, join'd and reunited ; So that hereafter Gentlemen ſhaft. 
no more need to enquire after This Maſter to inſtrugt them in the A+ of 
the Bach Sword; and ſuch another to render them Dexterous at the Small 
but only ſee for one who is really Maſter of this Nem Method, that is 
who is thorowly Maſter of the True Art of Defence-y/ And this Aas, 
nay, when ſuch an one cannot be had, this very Piece alone, if duty. 
=_ conlidered,and its Rules exactly put in Practice with an AſliduousApplica- 
” © tion, aſliſted by the help of a judicious "Gomrade, will in a very ſhort 
F time make them as much Maſters of it, as is for the moſt ao needfil  * 
„ for the Defence of any ho intend not to make the Art their Profeſſion, by 
5 8 gaining who V theit Liyelyhood by it. 15 ü 4; D 1 St b 10 7904 . Giy 
„ 4 : „ 4 b F . bs 15 5 3 po 115 „ ee, He 
AND that they may attain to this with the more Eaſe, I Adviſe al ane 
Maſters, who ſhall undertake the Teaching of this New Method, with the 
= Succeſs, that they order their Scholars, to provide themſelves with Hr be 
= vet haying Hits, with ſeveral neat Bars, both length-ways and a Croſs. {fy 
upon them, reſembling ſomewhat'the Cloſi-Hilrs of -Back:Swords, for ro | 
3 better Preſervation and Defence of their Sword · hand and Fingers, when 6. 
t , they ſhall be N to ward the Blows made againſt them; becauſe to ab 
'q | Teach this New 7 ethod Methodically, and with all its 'Advantages; the 
5 Blom muſt be taught at the ſame time with the Tbruſt, that che Scholar 
mamay be rendered Alike dexterous at both; ſo that-alttio a Scholar, after ve 
1 ſiome Practice, may come to defend his Adverſary's Blows very ſafely, and ha 
mith a kind of Aſſurance and Certainty;' upon the Blade of his Hurts; yet th 


* 


at firſt Teaching, and alſo in Common: Aſavlrs for Diverſion, ſuch Bar ea 
TE... Hilts as I am Recommending, will be found moſt Conxvenient and Uſeful, in 
„ as well tor the Preſervation of the Sword hand from irregular Blows, as 
3 to render the Scholar ſo much the moe Lively and Brisk in his Ahults, 2 
zs be knows that his Sword -hand is pretty well-ſecured; againſt his Ad- fi 
verſarys irregular Blows, ſhould he himſelf" at firſt Aung, fail to an 
receive them upon the Blade of bis Fluret, which with la little Practice, he t. 
| will not fail for the moſt part to do. Neither will ſuch Hilts, after he Wm: 
* is once uſed with them, at all hinder or retard the ſwiſtneſs of his Thruſtis; Mc 
| becauſe he is to hold his Fluret in his Hand after theſame manner with 7 
them, as he does the Small- Sword; and conſequently will. by Practice, Ft 
Thru as ſwiftly with a-Sheering-Sword Kept in his Hand atter this man- 
ner, as he could do with a Small Smor d or Ra pier. 
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NOW afterall; it wilt be perhaps objected by ſome, That this Efſip 
does not exaftly Anſwer, nor Correſpend with its Title; becauſe inthe 4 
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Title, the Art of the Sword is ſaid to he therein not only rectifted but 
allo compendized, ang yer this Exa&t:Compend; conſults of near 36 Sheets 
of Prins3 . very brief and thorkGoalpondinaogh yl) 23 no) yon, 


TO which, for the Objector's greater ſatisfaction, who, I mulbſay, is 
alittle more nice upon this Head than is needful; 1 will eafily Anſwer, . ; 
and make it appear, thał I have made good the Title to a Nicety.: Becauſe, , PS 
altho this Fay ſwells to near 36 Sheets of Print, to which 1 was obliged i „ 
by reaſon of the exact Explications I reſolved to give to moſt of theTerms  _ © =» 
e . to Fending; beſides the Addition of a e N d 

Principles, Whereupon I found the True Art of Defence with both Backs 
Sword and. Small, which hath never been done heretofore; by any: As - 
alſo, of the niee Theory Lall along interſperſr, with the, Excellent Rules 
and Eæplient ious, which likewiſe is not to be found in any other BSR -l 
this kin: Let the Whole ot the Art, as well Back-Swaord is Small, 2s 
really contained in about ſeven Sheets, that is, in the Firſt, Fiſth; ang - 2 
Sixth Chapters: So that notwithſtanding of my prolixneſs upon other 555 
Heads, eſpecially with reſpe& to the Explication of the Terms of Art, 

and conſequently the Rectifying of a great many Material Eſcapes, in 

the Common Method” of Teaching and Practice, for which this Eſſay will . 
be alſo very uſeful, tho not fo particularly compil'd for it, as for the Illu- _ fl 
tration of this New Met had: The Title Page is therein made good, becauſe 1 
of the Subſtance of the Whole Art of Fencing, as well from the Common 3 
Guards, as from 5 Nem One, being in ef & contain'd in the three Fl 
above-mentioned Co” „ rg % 
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As to that other - Obje&tion;. of This New-Method's not being my own Ii--  ' 
vention, becauſe Founded upon a very Common and Old Guard; I think! 
have ſufficiently removed it in OT ANNE to the ſixth Objection againſt  - 
this New Method, page 44. and ſhall therefore only add here, that how 
eaſy ſoever the Diſcovery, or rather Improvement: of this Hanging Guard _ 
in Seconde, may appear to ſome, who are perhaps no Well-wiſhers either. = 
to me, or the Art I improve by it; yet it is ſomewhat. like to the HH. 3 
nous COLUMBUS, his deſiring fome of his conceited Company, (W o © 7 
lighted his Diſcovery of America, as a thing of ſmall moment, and what -< 
another 1 have done as well as he) to make an Egg ſtand alone on 
Wits little End; which when they bad tried, and were not able to perform, 2 
Dee took the Egg, and gently. bruiſing the little End of it, made it pre 
Nently to ſtand upon it, ſaying to the Company, There, now I ſuppoſe you: 
an do this too, now that you 3 it done. The Xoplication 1 leave ©. -: 
to the Reader; but with this Difference, That Columbus Diſcovery was 
nerd of A New. World, whereas mine is only of A. New Method of ; 
Fencing. . | e e e 
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wr _ ADVERTISEMENT} _. 
for other Ingenious Perſons, who wonld:gladly improve themſelves in the 

True Art of Defence, but cannot - conveniently have the Benefit of ſuch 
Mafters ;, for the ſupplying of which Inconveniency and Want, let them 
have Recourſe to the Directions ſet down to them for that purpoſe in 
Chap. 5. where I have been as plain as poſſible, 8 


I HAVE likewiſe for the Reader's ee e engrave in a 
Print, ( which is placed at the end of the Book) the inaſt neceſſaryPo- 
ſtures of Defence and Purſuit, flowing from this New Guard, which will 
make my Directions be underſtood a great deal better, and with more 
Eaſe, than if the Book had been altogether without them; For let a 
Direction in Writing, eſpecially for any Practical Art, ſuch as Fencing, 
be never ſo plain, yet a well 'drawn Figure adds Life to it, and makes it 
vot only more intelligible, but alſo more readily retain d by the Reader, 
for whoſe Eaſe, as we Las Be 

this Piece is chiefly deſigned; neither do I doubt, but ( as Horace 
Arte Poet.) Quo propius tet, eum capitt.magis,” . 
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nefit, and Security in an Occaſion with Sharps 
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To the \ UTHOR, 


Upon his Publiſhing this New and Eh... 
as well as Moſt UVfeful Method of Fencing, - 


Ature and Art with all their Pow'ts combine,, 


er all the Nation, the shrill Trump of Fame, 
= ſound the growing Glories of ho Name. 
Ofer all the Nation, nay, o'er all the World, 55 | 
In Renown's Chariot, ſhall thy Name be which. 


| No Peftilential Blaſts, from putrid Lungs;. 


Tho diſſipated by more pois nous Tongues ; ' 
Shall Blaſt thy Name, No!: thy Renown by Fame: 
Shall ſoar on High, and Eternize HOPE's Name, 


For this Eſſay; by which thou do'ſt i impart. 


Secrets, till now unknown, of thy Great Arr. : 
Whereby Our Touth are Taught, with-Eaſe and Sul, 


S To Pan Life and Honour more, as KGll.. 


This! many times, is an Unducky PART. © | 
But to Defend; not Kill; That! Fhat is ART. 


And by this e Baldy wild hi Sli. ORD. 5 2 
1 E 


To make thy Name for Skillin Fencing ſhine, - 


May then. the Reader, . wholly Truſt Thy WORD ;; : 
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Ks... E ercile, but alſo rs neveſſary: and uſeful 
© | Octaſios, which few Gentlemen but once in their Life 

Find it Their Fate to meet with; and many Wo 
Peſerving Perſons, not only in this Kingdom, but elſewhere, ha- 
ing done me the Honour, to paſs an obhging/CharaRer upon 
me, with reſpect to my 
nich proceeded chiefly, I preſume, from the great Eſteem ; 
Liking I habe al wiſe had to it from my Youth; I judged my ſelf 
n ſome meaſure obliged, as well for their Vi 


4447 SS 


er upon me, as out of Gratſtude to them for” it, to make 
pod that Character, by giving to the Publick three ſmall can ol 
upon this Subject ; all which had the good ſucceſs to meet with 
| general Approbation. NN Eee. 
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Ax as it was my Opinign at the Writing of theſe, ſo it is gil 
hat as to the common Method of Fencing both Abroad and 
n this Kingdom, nothing can be rendered more plain and eaſie, 
dy Rules and Directions in Print, than the whole Guards, Pa. 
daes, Leſſons, and Contraries to them, are in theſe three finall 


beds 


dexterity and 5 in this Art; | 


ication, that they 
0 ht not be. Haid t to eſtow altogether undeſervedly ſuch #Cha- 
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hod of De- 


have himſelf dexterouſly, and with a graceful Addreſs in the Fen- 
_ cing-Schools ?_.'The Fencing Maſter's Advice to his Schollar, will 
bring him to it, as well as inform him, of many other uſeful 
Things belonging to the Art. Or; in fine, is his chief deſign, 
camp indeed a very commendable one it is) only to make him- 
elf Maſter, of a True and Sure Defence at Sharps? He needs 
then only conſult, and diligently put in ptactice the excellent Di- 
rections ſet down to him, wah all poſſible exactneſs and bre- 
vity in the Sword Man's Vademecum, and then hie ſnall not fail 
to acquire it; for there, in a 3 ſingular Rules, is contain- 
ed the very Marrow, and uſeful Part of Fencing, I ſtill mean, 
with reſpect to the ordinary Method of Teaching and Play. 


Bur the longer a Man lives the more Experience he acquires; 
which duely reflected upon, makes way not only for the Prding 
out of ſeveral Imperfections, which may have hitherto lain un- 
"diſcovered, in any Art or Science; but alſo to fall upon ſuch Me- 
thods, as may raiſe them to the higheſt pitch of Perlection- And 
as this generally holds in meditating upon other Subjects, ſo does 
it no leſs, in reflecting upon the Art of Fencing, which hath given 
riſe to the following Sheets.. 


I intend not here to make an Eucomium upon this Art, by diſ- 
covering its Uſefulneſs, and how much it concerns every Gentle- 
man to underſtand-it, at leaſt ſo much of it, as may be of uſe to 
him upon an Occaſion, either for the Defence of his Perſqn, or on: 
1y for the Preſervation, of his Reputation and Honour; having &, 
4 op that ſufficiently. already in thoſe above-mentioned Piece 5. 
to which 1 refer the Reader; altho' perhaps I may givea little 
further clearing anent it in a ſew Paragraphs towards the cloſe 0 
this: And to tell the Truth in one Word, Fencing never was 
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nor will banlerraludand de ah any 5 * . i 
ther for lack of Inclination or Capacity, cannot come, at the true awe 4 
| Knowledge and Practice of it; and who, becauſe. of their, own Remark. = 
want of Art, would therefore gladly wiſh all other People to be = 
as Lom ant and Unskilful as themſelves. For I real V never i 
n a 1 1 ons __ ren 3 15 be) fs Arr. a. 
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1 119 5 Rad what "Ay © Which they called The . 4's 455 Degen + 
to 8 75 chiefly in Thruftiog and Offending, was What Idid 
not approve of, it being perfectly oppoſite and tart to 2 
the very meaning and import of the Term Fencing. © : —— 


r To find the generality of People bo per en ee be 1 

EFencers not capable by their Art, reaſonably to defend them 

ſelves againſt the vigorous and irregular 1 5 and Blo-ws f 

1 25 Ignorants, and yet to maintain that 7 underſtood, and were 3 

7 Maſters of the Art of Defence,was what I did as litleunderſtand; 3 
for altho, as I have elſewhere acknowledged, the very beſt we”. 208 

Sword-men cannot pretend to an infallibility in their.Defence; 

yet it is a reflection upon them, arid argue a greatweakneſs and . 

ee in their _ to be ger uncertain; of Sm ET. 
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ji Þ WY ans to take advantage of, and make an Argument ty er” 
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5 ada eee that the gen 


ders, had hitherto either deſignedly sept up, and refarvedas 4 
= Secret to themſelves, the true and calie Met | Defence, on 
—_ purpoſe. to detain Gentlemen 4 onger time at eels Sc 

= erte pod diſingenuity I could never ſuſpect tijem gbilty 
=" eſpecial Y their E. belt and oldeſt Schollars Defencę, 
= ey: ce of 5 e nd uneeytain; for to bs ure 7f 
1 they had a more fecure Method, 1 conchudefrney des 1 
=  muniear it to theſe: Or otherwiſe; that in place of N r. De. 


fending 10 the true meaning of the Word and deſign of ae t) 


the through an unvoluntar ake ben bi ga 
wiſe teaching the Are 0 Thraiting und 40 e 7 . 
N 


Aid not only, ignorant ly rob theft Scho 

in'a manner of their Lives ; ſelng they taught vi 

the ſecond inftance, and I am CE NE 5 ac i: a 
to take their Advetſaries Lives, not to delenck t their own, 1725 119 
| Howtver after all, I Was filly <omanesd that it a need 


y. their not knowing a better Method that ade che Fencin 
Maſters ractiſe the common one; and that 12955 1 7 5 8 


or them did know 25 odd of this Guard 187 to diſcoy ET 
yer et they had not throughly examin'd it, nor conlidered the great 
nefit of it, otherwile they had never ſo long neglected its Im- 
provement and that which confirmed me the more in this C Opi- 
nion, was my. ſometimes hearing the moſt judicious amongſt 
them, as well abroad as in this Kingdom, regrete that the Art 
did not furniſh them, with a more ſure and general defence, „than 
What they commonly taught: But not wwithſtanding Of all this, I 
Was Dr that the imperfection did not at all ly in the 
Art it ſelt, but in the bad application of its Rules; for that there 
— 2 true and real Art of Defence, made not the Mo e of 
1 but where: ta find 2 * . el 
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2 p96 * 1 5 5955 e 1d Parades; as well Natu- 
ral as Artificial; and I found che generality, of them very defe- 
Qive,as.to what I was chiefly enquiring aftei Which was, are and: 
true D Halt againſt the Blows: and Tree of all Weapons ; „at 0 
Conde; og thatithe avaſt partlöf Arts, ſerve only" to: alliſt, and 
Fele Nachre, 1 urge TR ughts to that Poſture, Sch 


1 ound” Nature . 'miof 8 People, without Art to take 
vigorous attack; and'I found it 


themſelves to; upon a ludden a 


a Man's Adverkary' s advanced” Thigh, altho' ſometimes higher or 
lawgrgor. WI ut 955 WI thin it, as 0ecaſions. require. conſidered | 
Ttagain, anda ans compared the Defences and Pur hits flowing 
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ſhy 11 15 is diſc iſcoyery made me reject all the! 1 0 falſe. 

2 and! imperfect, and rake my ſelf wholly to this, which has all the. 

WW coott qualities: for s true defence that can rea ſonably be expected! 

ed roc one Poſtote ; for as rhers is nothing perfect on this N 73 
B time, 10 it Were unreal nable, to expect, that infallible 1 NIN 6 


dy, froin-Any One o ite © hſch a Man . : e 
5 ce from all dee can poſibly i invent. e 1 
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200 the: motives that firſt put als in 
F ſufficiem Guard And being very hopeful th 

Ellen n 896A it Tidhicy few pe people wi 
ring it ro-the- Publick; for Man Penn * ſbciable 1 * 

ach not only for himſelf. but for the. benefit and advantage 
2 he Community wherein he lives; it would have been in my 
the M Opinion, a ſtrange pieee of Reſervedneſs in me; whatever ſome, 
gere moroſe Eriricks may. fancy to themſelves, if L hond have Lare 
t of ſuch a an extraordinary, , and uſeful Improvement a as this is, and 
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great and uſeſul a Diſcovery, in an Art, I may ſay peculiarly be- 
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1 3 ae 1 3 tis: new Method of Peg — 
2 And as to the ſecond, which is:the advantage thoſe per- "I 
[ons may have by.it, whg chiefty intend to be Maſters of the uſ -.. 
ful part of Fencing, tfiat is; the true defence of their Lives; I fhal! 
6nly ſay, that by exaQly praiſing: this new, Met they _ = 
in generaÞe theſe: Sollefnliig eee 5 "ll 
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Fus r, They thereby a acquire an univerſal Delenceborh: a Fot 
and upon Horſeback, . againſt the Blows and Thruſts of all Wea- 
pons whatſoever, / whic cannot in my Opinion be obtained by 
the common Method, but 4 a very great Application and lows =, 
Frs Nice in the bed as * Mee | mean the cee „ 
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* Purſuits of Ignorants, as well Half skilled as 55e „ 
very forward half. skilled Perlon, is worſe to deall with, than ana 
| One, Altogether Ignorant of the common Principles of e 4 


Tumprv, They thereby ſave a great deal oftime, dei ig by fol 
5 this Method, they 5 y acquire as much, nay more xn — 
ledge and practice in the Art, in three Months, "than they” poſſi- „„ 
bly can by the common Method in Twelve; As for ay other 
advantages, I willingly omit them in this place, ſeing they come 
all in more properly 1 in the ſecond Chapter; to which I refer 1 on 
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Having thus given a brief Account, of. ubdefigmia 1 of 
and publiſhing this new, and in my Opinion, great Improvement in 
the 75 of Defence ;. I ſhall endeayour to proſecute it in the fol- 

| lowing Method, which thall ſerve a8 Titles to 10 many Chapters. 45 


FinsT; I ſhall ſhow you 48 plainly: 5 1 can in writing, Jew 2 
this hanging Guard is to be let. {61 0 ede ern Lage 201 
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Remarks, UPON | the = Terms of Art, made uſe, 4. 
Fencing, and that the rather, hecauſe I intend this: Piece ſhal 


| be 
uſeful to young a by it ſelf, fancy wing: the alliance of 
1 pct of mydormer.'. 97 po 1H, eXeagt 
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Sic ritx, How 0 heonghe to purſue! 11 Adverſary „front it, 5 
deſcribing ſome of the principal e as well 1 the Bloc as 
hruſt, tl e Bow from this Guard, and whichare 

ab e 4 1 for any Man, to e upon an Occaſion. , 


Wu ee tips down ſome few Plind iples, upon Which in 
my 1 1 moſt uſeful Art of 3 1 Hoes oy AE 
pealibly founded, otherwiſe the $1 ſtructure, muſt of neceſſity | 
prove;altogether weak "and 12227 ra Man wh 0.is not Maſ 
25 a 1 and ſure Defence, founded. upon e nd ſolid 

rinciples, had much Fore 2 55 abandon'd fuch a falſe An 
and take "himſelf wholly Fo to the 7775 and ſimple dictates of pure 
Nature, Which upon a ching neceſſity, 1 — Will find of far 
greater Advantage, and more ſerviceable to him, than an uncer- 
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deen Security and Safety being my only aimm 
we Reader muſt not be ſurpriſed, if 1 in place of a Neat and Grace, 1 
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his Thri 
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Arcight and level the Swotd is kept, Wind the moreceſe ures 2 
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Pos tion thoſe Cuirds ade hk two! Angles maide bythe Wen | 
1 -and Which reſpecr iis be rv Anglo very a bythe 

5 you may fee in tlie Plate, at the ain in the middle cherec 

where” the two Lines, 4 B, and C D, repreſent two Swords 

croſſing one another, as upon an ordinary Wart or Therts Guarda, 

and by their Crop niake tlie Ang es E, and E, teſpecting cha Ad- 

verfarles, acute or Hrs ; ard. conſe df the two LIDO | 
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cluded berwiks b I, muck the larger: And the further it 
is from making a right Angle, keeping en within the quarter of 
4 Circle, the more 1 or 1 Be A and Hkewiſe makes the 
ſmaller Croſs © becaute 'the” 7 rinctuded, 5 ſo much the les; 
and conſequently the e den thereby made the more 
vick, as ehe Arch is in find in Which is the cd uſt of the 


Feet, Ah N or — ſuch * * rf 


* © Keand.L made by the Swords 4 G e 


ak — ay if the C106. 2 pr | 5 0 nearer to a 
5 Ae and the Arch conſequently. 8 & kei 

Bur to mals this a: licdlem more plain and Wette abſerre 
| narrowly the abovementioned Scheme, 95 repreſents. Six 
Lines or Swords croſſing one another, t two. where 4. 80 and C 
E, repreſent the Poſture of this Guard Lam diſcourſi 1 5 Now 
0 it is evident, that the two Angles Mand N, made by the croſſing 
ol theſe two Swords; 27 ich wipes © the Adverſarys Sword- 
hands A and C, approach nearer to rig 255 , than Females 
becauſe >the: Arch 
.  betwixt 30 and 7 Degrees, contains mare Degrees 
1 8 the Arch ——— 10 and P, Which is only 10 Degrees; and 
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more afily diſengage, to Thruſt at the Number 19aboye P, he- 
cauſe of the ſm 624 of the Arch betwixt 10.and19, ' whereby 
its Thruſt is made more ſhort, and conſequently. more quick, 
and ſo would come ſoqner Home, than that made, by the Sword 
GH; becauſe the Arch hetwixt 1955 and E, . a more De- 
gtees, vis. 30, is larger than the Arch betwixt 10 and 10, which 
s only 20, and thepgfore comes nearer to a en Angle,where-. 
by the Thruſt of E H will be longer, and conmequently. lower 
in performing, than that made by C I: But if the br C 0 
were to. Thruſt at, the Number 10 above P, it would ſtill be 
longer a coming home, and canſequen 8 0% the Eire lower and 
ſo more eaſily. Paried.;, bepauſe the Croſs it makes upon che 
Sword A & forms a 8 Angle, belt 65 2 1570 ; 
i625. Degrees more; the ot her A Ale Le A 4... 
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2 Whereas, upon this Guard, fad Hand being neeeſſitate to raiſe 5 
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ordinary Trerce or Cuart-Guard, were to Thruſt at tlie Point, 
and were but ten Degrees from it; and likewiſe that the Sword 
CT upon this Ha, ing. Guard, were but as many Degrees from 
that ſame Point; T fay, that by the Natural Tendency and In- 
clination of the Hand, the Sword C D would hit the Point P 
ſooner, than the Sword CI which keeps this Sloping-Guard,eve 


there can be no other Reaſon given for it, but that in Hncin 
the Thruſt that ĩs performed by raiſing the Hand or Point, is alwi 


a little Fall or Sink. | 
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A true AND this is alſo the Reaſon, why the commo braft in Quart 
Obſer · or within the Sword, 3 and difficult to Parie, than 
ion. that given in Tierce or without and above the Sword; this is 
= known to be true by all who frequent the Fencing- Schools; and 
= I neber heard any other Reaſon. pretended to he given for it, but , 
this Natural Tendency and Diſpoſition of the Sword-hand, ra- 
ther to fall as to riſe, either in Diſengaging or Thruſting: By all / 
Which, I think I have made good the Second and very conſi - 
detable  ddoamrage; this Hwnging-Guord hath of. malt of the 0 
ther Guards; which: is the Renverſing in a; manner the Whole t 
"0 Art, by rendering the Offenſive part or Purſuit more flow, and Mt! 
=_— _ conſequently more difficult, and by that very Reaſon of its 
i iP downeſs, the Parade or Defence more calie. - 
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I ham very ſenſible, that the ſlowneſs of the Purſuit againſt this P 
Guard, ey the greatneſs of its Craſ, and for which I MW ©! 
ſo much recommend it, will be by ſome Perſons made a .great Ml v 
Objection . againſt it; Becauſe ſay. they, a Man cannot attack MW *' 
his Adverſary with ſo much certainty of Execution, as he can do a 
upon other Guards; but as this can very. eaſily be anſwered, ſo tt 
reſolving to ſet dowu all the Objections together, that can be a 
made againſt it, I ſhall deſer the anſwering of this, untill I come Ml h. 

to diſcourſe of the reſt; for it being a common thing, to ſtart as 
Objections againſt any thing that is new, I am reſolved to an- Mul 
Awer the beſt I can, what may be ſaid againſt this Gaard, bein 

fully perſwaded, that the Advantages redounding trom it, wil 
very far counter-ballance; any Objections can be made, againſt W in 
it, even by the moſt Prejudged, and Critical Maſters, whom I in 
intend, if poſsible, to convince and fatisfie, that ſo great and 

=_ general an Improvement, and of ſuch Advantage to Perſons of 

=... all Ranks, may not, for lack of being ſupported both by Art MW th 

=_ and Reaſon, bè neglected by. thoſe Who Profeſs to Inſtruct our ll th 
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Tan poſture of other be 12 1 0 as. 1 FL aid. or 
the ſmall Croſs they make with the Adyerſary's Sword, i of runes 


the Parade not only more uncertain upon them, but alſo the 
Poſitions of the Sword, in performing it, more numerous; fo 
that for different Leſſons, 'a' Man is neceſſitate to at 8 8 
Poſtures in his Defence; for upon thoſe Guard i the Sword b 
preſented almoſt level, and ſtreight towards the Adverts 
there are generally four Opens for a Man to Thruſt at; to Wit, 
without and . the Sword, and without and below the 
Sword, towards the Right: ſide; and within and above the rhe 
and within and below: the 2 50 Towards the Leſtelic 
that to defend the various Leſſons, that may be Play 
all thoſe Opens, a Man is 11 to uſe dier 

his Sword, ſometimes with the Point 5 

25 alſo the great opportunity his Adyer 
upon thoſe Opens, makes his Parade (till 1 5 more uncertain, 
that becauſe of the . his Adverlary hath, of cally 


4044 metimes 


and quickly Diſengaging; by reaſon, as I have already Aral ; 


in Advantage II. of the imall Arch his A fary 1 
in performing his Thruſt. 


WuxxAs, in uſing this 95 ping Poſture with the Sword, 
there being & greatCroſs made with it,almoſt fromHead to Foot, 
9 are on 1 Sides expoſed to Thruſt at, viz. without and 
below the 7 or towards the Right-ſide, and without and 
above the Sword towards 9 Left, Which renders his Parade a 
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reat deal more certain, than upon the other Guards, the whole 
e is to make for his Defence againſt all kinds of 
Thruis, being reduced Two, that is, moving his Sword- 
hand, a little ( without altering its poſitibn either towards his 
Right: ſide or his Left; to his Right, when the Thruft is given 
without and below the Sword, and to his Leſt, when it is given 
without and above the Sword So that all the Leſſons that can 
be play d againſt this Gard, terminating in thoſe two Thruſis, 
it follows of conſequence, that there needs no more different Po- 
5 e nor motions for the Parade, than theſe two, Which are 
©* *but half the number, and a great deal more certain, than thoſe 
uſed upon the ordinary Demy Quart, and Tierce Guard. 


* AGAIN, for parieing the Blows of the Back-Sword, nay of any 
other edged Weapon whatſoever, ſuch as Pole-Aæ, [Lochabher- 
Hx, Halbard, or Qaarter-Staff, the poſition of the Sword, and 

motions of the Hand, are the very fame ;- and altho' it is not 
poſſible for any Man, to ward off with one hand, a full dif- 
charged Blow, of any of theſe two-handed Weapons I have na- 
med, becauſe of the great Force they carry along with them in 
delivering it, yet it Kin ſhows' the excellency of this Poſture for 

a general Defence; that altho? a Man hath not the ſtrength, to 
Parie and put by thoſe violent Stroaks with one hand, yet he 
ſhall alwiſe meet with the Adverſary's Weapon, when he is de- 
tivering a Blow); which makes it clear, that it is only for lack of 

ſtrength, that he cannot ward it, but is neceſſitate to receive 

t, becauſe of his being overpowered with its Force; and which ſig- 
niftes nothing at all againſt the uſefulneſs of this Poſtare, becauſe 
if his one Hand, had ſtrength equivalent to his Adverſary's two, 
he would certainly ward and defend him. 5 | 
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N GS d b. hath . el a greater Hy to whe Art if Fencing, Ther 1 
than the unexpected ſucceſs many Ignorants have had, over ſuch ſons ion it 
as pretended to a conſiderable ſhare of Skill in this Art; and al- 

tho it is evident. 1 .. a compleat Sword-Man, eſpe ally ſuch 

an one, as is exactly aſter of tg Defenſive part, 6 be very 

rarely, if at all, Fae ed by any (even the molt fore ward and i 14 

108 U 49 k jo 75 - pet, it cannot. be, denied, but many who 

ae got t haraQeer: of a Men; how deſervedly. 4 

| ſhall - 425 Es inder paſſing for ſuch, who do not in is | 

leaſt deſerve that WHY: 12 I fay it cannot be denied, but ma- 

ny ſuch. Perſons. bave bad, the misfortune” to be worlted, when 
Teng have ene with TEAR of a for ward and reſolute. 
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* the bol Nea fan that can be given for i it, is 1915 deficien- -,"- 
: and imperfection of their Parade; for it hath been hitherto 7 
the great misfortune. of this Art, to be chiefly deſigned for Offen- 

ding, altho' the very word Fencing, 1 5 ſhowni 5 the Ino. 


_ duttion, does in my Opiuion chiefſy imp ly Warding or Defending. 3 
And there are at preſent few 1 ncg S dls, W beit this dos. 
not viſibly appear to be their chief Deſign; * being ſcarcely "MF 


bY 

a Leſſon given, , wherein the Scholar. ſhall not. be ordered. x 
uſh or 85 perhap s, half 4 20 or balf 4 Score of 

"I betore he aired to Parie r Shrtati 
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Now; When l it 18 the Fate of fi cha pelo t to . the 
Field, his dexterity im the Purſuit prevails with him to take him- 
{elf to the Offenſive part, as. upon the other hand, the inſuffici- 

= M of the or sDetence,obliges him likewiſe to take | hin N- 
5 to the Purſitit'; ſo Rar can in reaſon be expected fremprſe 

Buße gement of ſuch two Perſons, dot Pogrihel Contre-Tumis, 

exchanged Thrafts ; both which would have been certain! 
He to the great Reputation of both the Art and Yreift, 
ad he been obliged, 1 at the 55 Bin 18 to 0 appty him- 


ON more 0 Faris. 5 
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Ap even in thi Cate, : a8 vol Art 185 0 eder y Taught, 
ans is a great defect in the Method of Parade, as I favs demon- 
ſtrate, by reaſon of the ſmall Croſs it makes upon the Advetſa- 
ry's Weapon; whereas this Geerd, making not only a . 
al upon the "Adverfary's Sword; but alſo in 4 ate ſecu 

upon one fide, the whole length of the > Body, it Flows + 5 


Link uence, that upon that very account, it muſt be a more ſe- 


cure Farade, and better defence againſt the Thruſts of all 1 5 
Nate than any other vrdinaty Gland or Perle urtiatſoe ver. 
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Fox as I faid, the Thruſts of Ignorants are not onl ue, 
but generally given in at a diſtance from the Sword, Sc upon 


the lower parts of the Body y; now, the rar; Parides | in De- 
u. Quart and Therce, 6 Wen but ſmall CVoſſes, it is not poſſible 
for them, to meer ſo eaſuy 
Ward his Thruſt or Blow, 1 is for this Gyard, which not only 


the Adverlary's' Sword; and to 
Kall) Rencounters' the Adverſary's Sword, and fo oppoſes it, 


but alſo makes a conſiderable Croſs, almoſt from Head to Foot; 


whereby not only the Ignorant Thruſts above the Sword, but 
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ae more ; certainly Var 
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to be valued in a Dark or Mid-nig he — By al A 1255 | 


it is evident, that wogen the ſafeſt. and moſt ſecure e ; 5 


Guards, that can poſſibly be 222 ;uſe of, againſt oorants 2 „ 

all Conſtitutions: even bun f e Slathtul,; „ 
man and Reſolute . 1 

nog ae ich; een n 3 

"46 5 wit 251914 53. #76 "nm N 
ee z Re. 

„ TTCTERSE ONS MOT? MO, lie nl 2 =. 
eie ee e e 181; did * Ne iv + 

| fs es wa is Fy £1] 7 4) 14 wk hd 3 Joſs Ih | | 1} TY » 3 

He gp, of the $ word, 7 2 i is 7% a great dkl. 4 
more 2 1 to be be quired 22 ſon e fi * le. _ = 

10 3 e Dhein 7 are d for a 5 3 1 4 
r, ſetting a Man in any Art, and the fewer Rules it can bene ſons for t 


ced to, by ſo much. the ſooner, and With greater caſe, will a 4 
Man 4 made Maſter of it; Which Advantage is likewiſe, = 3 
be found, by the che practiſing of this (kT for there nt} 
being but little variety o of Play, either from or againſt it, it fol B 
lows, that there can he but few Leſſons; and the fewer. 115 11 
there are, the Tooner will a Man be made Maſtet of them, and fo + © 
conſequent ntly of theOfe»ſve part;ſo that I dare venture to 7 He ä 
any Matrof an orginary Dilpolitiony n Yignepoliall „ 
in ſix Months time, acquire a ſufficient Dexterity, for the d.. 
ſence of hisPerſon w herdadby the ordinaryMethod of Teaching, ö; 
a Man cannot be perfetted, under, at leaſt, two or three Years al- 
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"Gag for Gen Jemen to attend: "who: are not to make it their 
Du ah Profeffion and 15 1 ment, but oy to acquire a competent 
Skill and Adreſs, for the defence ef their derade Perſons : 
, Nv md And no doubt, this {ediouſhes of che common Method, hath 
| af rebuted a great many Gentlemen, w ho weuld hay e been other. 

”/ „4900 817 TW * 21 3 * 
| wile very great Sword-men; - e e ewe deen 
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Pee upon tbe 827 0 con monly Taught in the Schools, 
2 58 is à great Lariet 7 of Leſſons; chat can be Played either 
om them, or ag ainft em; ſo tRaę for a Man to be dexterous in 
© performing a, it requires a long and conſtant Practiceqother- 
wiſe he ſhall never execute them, with that Life and Vigour 
that he ought; and altho I cannot deny, but that moſt of the 
Leſſons may poſſibly be Play'd, both from, and againſt this 
Hanging- Guard, Mts they do not ſo naturally agree to it, as a 
very few, which I ſhall hereafter recommend ; upon which 
account it is, that a Man can be made a great deal ooner per- 
felt in the Art upon this Gard, than upon any other; and that 
not only in the Purſuit or Offenſive part, as J have been ſaying, 
Cand which as I formerly faid, I do not, ſtrictly ipeaking, al- 
low to he the true Art of the Sword, that indeed chiefly conſiſt- 
ing in the Parade) bur alfo in the Defenſive part, which is in- 
"deed the trae Art; by reaſon of the great Croſs it makes with 
the Adverſary's Sword; and ſimple and eafie Motions, that in 
2 are to be performed by the Hand; ſo that if Certainty 
in the Parade, and being expoſed to fem and flow Leſſons, can in 

any meaſure recommend a. eee or Parade, then they needs 
müuͤſt this Guard, which is indeed allo A Parade, und that one of 
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Is * indeed bitch Relig cab ie Ad is 0 0 1 ak 
Naturally flow from a Gard, ſhould be made an of the er a 
Objections againſt it; as appears by this, and the two following 
| Objettions For one, of the. greate HE ens I ptetend this - 
Hanging-Guard hath'over moſt others, is rendering the Farſait 
flow, and conſequently the Defence more eaſie and certain; 
and as it cannot be denied, but this is one of the moſt conlide- 5 
rable Advantages, this Guard yields, as I think I have ſufficient- - 
ly proved 1 in the ſecond As © altho the Aſſertion, as 
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to the firſt and ſecond part of this Obijection, holds good,, 
and be acknwledged, yet it is denied as to the laſt ſh — 
for it is certainly a great deal more Advantage to 2 
Man, when engaged for his Life, that his Parade or Defence, be 
rendered the more certain, 70 the ſlowneſs of his Adverſary's 
Purſait, than it can be a diſadvantage to him, that his own 

1 orb a little flow againſt his Adverſary; for by the firſt, he 

_ © hath a very fair wr chore given him, to defend both his Ho- 
nour and Life; and by the ſecond he only runs the hazard, by © 
his Adverſary's ſaving of himſelf, of being free from Man-ſlaugh-Ml : 
ter. A very great Bleſſing in my Opinion, as well as an Advan- 


_ 1 — * tage. For allure your ſe f, no an Ina Dael or, Rencounter,ever 8,5 
„ moran- killed another, but after a little ſerious Reflection, would with in 
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gs, have had him alive again; ſo pitiful and falſe a Foundation, are the 


' ſons. common Points of Honour, whereupon to build a juſt Reſentment: 
and for which, a Man ſhall not have afterwards a check in his 
Mind. Therefore a Man ought to conſider well, and have ve- 
= ry juſt Grounds, and Provocation to it, before he draw his 
Wl V! , , 
| So that I till affirm, that inſtead of any diſadvantage, a 
 Mancan have by his Purſuit being rendered flow, he reaps ten 
. to one a greater benefit by it, in having a fair opportunity, both 


as a Man of Honour, of detending himſelf, and as a good Chriſtian ©: 
| if of ſaving his Adverſary ( Honour, as well as Religion, obliging Ml - 
Wu him to both) and that by means of a not too ſubtile, and quick 4; 
. Piurſait againſt his Adverſary, which would in all probability, W 7 
ml tend to the inevitable ruine and deſtruction of both, but which ll ©: 


is eaſily prevented, by the uſe of this moſt excellent Guard: 
And therefore, the ſlowneſs of the Parſu from it, is ſo far from 
being a juſt Objection againſt it, that it is one of the greateſt, and 
_erueſt oth, a that naturally flows from it; and for which 
ie 67 to be, by all truely Good and Honourable Perſons, moſt 
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toß goa little more warily, and ſecurely to Work, when he is con- 3 
the 3 in theother: For in aſl «with Flearets, a Man may 25 * 
15 venture upon many difficult and nice Leſſons, wherein if he : ; 


fail,he runs. no great Riſqueand if t a e 

may ſucceed” at another ; wy But wa Ws , the more nr 
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his Perſon; whereas, by venturing, en variety of 1 
Leſſons, he very much expoſes himtelt; even to the hazarding 
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THEREFORE, altho, as J haveelſewhereſaid, the moſt part 
of Leſſons, may be Play'd both from, and againſt this Guard; 
yet the ſmall number of Leſſons which naturally flow from it, is 
rather to belookt upon as àn Advantage, peu to this Guat, 
than any Ohjection againſt it; and that hecauſe, altho Variety 
and Diverſion, be our great aim in School-Play, yet Plainneſs and 
| 705 ought to be our chief deſign, When in an Occaſion with 
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Anſwer, Tits Objection being much of the Nature of the former, the 
preceeding Anſwer, takes away, I think, ſufficiently the later 

part of it; but as to the firſt part, Tam ſo far, from lookin upon 
the opportunity this Guard gives of Encloſing, to be a Diſadvan- 
tage, that, 8 nthe contrary, I take it to be one of tlie chiei 
Advantages, for which it is to be recommended and made uſe. 
of: For, can there be a greater ſatisfaction to a Good Man, (Nh 

to ſave his Honour, is neceſſitat, perhaps contrary. to his Incli- 
| nation, to go to the Field')" I fay, can there be any thing more 
44 e ̃cceptable to ſuch a Perſon, than a fair Opportunity; not only 
to ſave his Reputation, and Honour; but alſo to defend his Life, 
Wich that of his Adverſary's? when, it may be, nothing brought 
> chem to the place appointed, but a Triffle, or ſome pitiful 
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ment, and appearing with Sword in Hand; 


which is occaſioned by the Brea Croſſes, made by their 
and Saving, is to be preferred to Eſtocading and Kjlli 
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Drunken Scuffle, Which tis like, both of them are aſhamed of, 


and yet neither of them dares paſs" it over, without Thowing 2 


kind of Relentment, lefFit ſhould reflect upon their Honours. 
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Now, by making uſe of this Guard, and tlie great conveni- 

ency from it of Encloſing, a Man is rendered ſecure, not only 

as to his Honour, which is ſaved, by his keeping the Appoint- 
but alld in a man- 


ner, as to both his own, and his Adverſary's Life, by the fair 


and frequent Opportunities, offered to both for Ene ng, and 
Sa pOns 
upon this Guard; fo that, if by uſing this Guard, they loſs a little 
pleaſure of Variety in School- Play, they reap by it the Advan- 
tage, of having a fair Opportunity, when in an Occaſion, to ſave 
both their Honours and Lives; 'a very extraordinary Benefit in 
my Opinton, and an pre, © only peculiar to this Guard; for 
which it ought to beſo much the more eſteemed ; as Excloſing 
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be regarded. 


n Guard, to Catch, or Force D over his Adverſary, 
: Very expert Sword-Men, may take 
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Invention the Poſture of this Guard; yet I will be ſo vain ast 
aſſort, that Tam the n who has ever ſound out, and 
improved, the many . re and ſingular Advantages, which 
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know the ſingular Advantages of it: Upon which account it is, 
that ſome have but juſt in a manner named it, and the reſt 
ite paſt it oyer: Therefore, I think T may very.juſtly, as 
id, pretend, if not to the Invention of the Poſtare or Guard, 
yet atleaſt, to the Improvement of the Benefits and Advanta- | 
ges, flowing from the right uſe of it, and ſo conſequently to 
the Diſcovery of this New Merhod of Fencings. which.is founded! 
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Axp altho' ſome People, may-look upon all that 1 can ſay u- 


pon this head, as not deſerving the Pretenſions I would juſtly IM: 


claim, yet I muſt let ſuch Perſons know, that whatever may 
be in the Invention, yet the Improvement \ is of ſuch conſe- + 
quence, that T will be bold to fay, it is the moſt uſeful, and 


_ conſequently the greateſt, and moſt conſiderable, that ever hap- "4 


ny perſons, who are already. prepoſſeſſed, of the Benefit ariſin 


that in a little time, they ſhall not only approve of this New One 


my Reader, any other being ſo weak and frivolous, that they 
are not worth mentioning, far leſs the trouble of 2 


it is true; becauſe the Defence I draw from it, runs all upon the 15 


my Country- Mens Safety, not my own Applauſe, being what 


ened to the Art ef Defence: Nay, it I ſhould go a greater 
ength, and poſitively affirm, that no greater Improvement e- 
ver will, or can poſſibly be made in the Art, eſpecially as to the 
Defenſive part, than what may be drawn from this New Method; 
yet however confident and paradoxical this Aſſertion may ap- 
pear, Iam fully perſwaded, and it is alſo a Demonſtration that 
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forming of a good Croſs, and no Croſs can be better nor greater, MI. | 
than that which forms a right Angle; but the Defence from this 
Guard goes that length; (for which, obſerve the Croſſes made 
by the Figures 7. 10. and 16.) therefore it is impoſſible, for any 
other Defence whatſoever, to exceed it in Security and Safety. 


'BuT however, this may not prove at firſt view,ſo obvious to ma- 
from theOrdinar Method of Defence; yet I am perfectly perſwade 
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but diſcover daily, more and more of its Security & Uſe,eſpecially 


for a true and general Defence, for which I chiefly admire and re- 
commend it. So for a full and fatisfaQtory Anſwer to this Objection, 
provided this Improvement anſwer my. Expectation, as to the Se- 
curity and Preſervation of Peoples Perſons, when in an Occaſion, * 
I ſhall upon the Matter be very little concerned, whether I be 
allowed the Honour, of being called the Ivertor; or only the 
Improver of this Guard and Defence flowing from it; 


I chiefly aimed at, in my ſearch and enquiry after this New 
Method. This is the laſt Obiection, wherewithal I: ſhall trouble 
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but alſo, that this ſmall Treatiſe maꝝ be of aiſe alone and by it: 
ſelf, (even in the Ordinary Method, for ſuch as will ſtilladhere 
to it) without the aſſiſtance of any of thoſe, Lien en 
ſhed upon this Gentleman Subject; I have thought fit, to ex- 
plain in this Chapter, moſt of thoſe Terms of Art, which are of 
greateſt Import to be known and without the underſtanding 
whereof, the following Rules and Directions, would not be per- 


chem, aſter ſuch ag unuſual, tho? plain manner, as to my know 
ledge, hath never been done hitherto; by any Writer upon this 
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Bur before I ns; I think fit to acquaint the Reader, 
that the moſt part of the modern Terms of Ai, made uſe of in 
EFencing, are derived from the Heuch Lang age, altho' the 
French themſelves, were at at firſt beliolding to the Iralians Kod 
Spaniards tor them; who were certainly wa, firſt great Imp 
Vers (dhe Invention, Whatever ſome Nations may prete No 
being certainly owing to the Old and Warlike Rowars.)' of this 
7 mal uſeful Art of Defence, as well as of that other Heroick, and 
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Chapter, wherein:the keeping of this Nang ing. Guurd is explain 
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reſpect the Weapon, Which althe? of feveral kinds, yet I:{hall 
ord in particular; . is the 
Perſon, who is to make uſe of that Sword, and which are ta 
flow from the ſeveral Members of the Body; for ſome are ge- 
neral, in which the whole Body, or ſevexal of its Members ate 
concerned in executing them; and others more particular, 
wherein only the Sword-Hand, or the Leggs, 2 y. concer- 
ned in the time of performing them: I lay chiefly, becauſe” if 
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taken in a: ſtricter Senſe, it is ſearcely poſſible ſor a Man to 
move either Hand or Foot, without making the reſt of his Bo- 


dy in ſome Degree, concerned in their motion, ſuch a mutual 


dependence have all our e upon each other. © DH 8 6 
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':Lſkallitheretore\ firſt Name ſuch as J intend to Diſcourſe u- 
pon, as nearasTtan'in the Order T have mentioned; that the 
Reader may have them all. at once under his view, and then 
ſhall proceed to the Explication of each, altho? not in the fame 
Order, as they are ſet down in the following Liſt; but as they 
do more Naturally flow from, and depend upon theſe which im- 
mediatly preceed them. L 4 
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| ing to a 00 — Member, will fall in a great deal more natu- 
rally'to 
general chap! it would dv after a particular Term of Art even be- 

on, I judged it a great deal more proper and methodical, to 
ſelf to the Order of the following Liſt; which however has its 
.own uſe, becauſe of the eaſie and regular MethodT have taken, 
ſetting down: the 
| Hun of Art, and ſuch as are both "Leſſons a _ en, ine 
| 4 , the — material Terms" fc 


4 Bot alcho' RPM pretty exactly Claſſed FinitheL aecdorting 
as the particular Members of the Body a are concerned in them; 
yet it ſometimes falls out, that the explication of a Term belong- 


diſcourſed of, immediatly after a Term whichis more 


ging to the ſame Member; and therefore in my Ex iplicati- 
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Hxxx are no leſs 275 Thire Y four Terms. of then ee 
whereof are Leſſons; for altho ſtrictly ſpeaking, all che Terms 
of Art, may be ſo far called Leſſus, as they muſt be deſcrived 
and communicat by a.. Maſter. to his Scholar, when he ina 
Teaching him; yet in this Liſt, I only name fuch for Leſſons,as 


Means whereby a Man My haſt over n ee e a 5 


w.go thorow them in a more gradual 5 
Method, as if I were todeſcrive them to a young: Scholar; and 
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ſor long ago, to ſay, that a Perſon was under Ward, was as 
much ãs to ſay, he was under Caſtody; from whence alſo Mar- 
den, a Guardian, or Kyeper ; and ſo, when a Man is ſaid to be 
in Guard, or upon his Guard, is as much as to ſay; that he has w 
put himſelf into the moſt ſecure Poſture he can, for the Defence ke 
and eg of his perſon; alſo, when a Man is Taten ap and th 
Secured, we ſay He is under Guard; for a Man may be Secured, or in 
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under Cuſtody, upon two very different Accounts, either 

when he hath committed ſome Crime, and then he is Secured, that 

he may undergo the juſt and Legal Puniſhment he deſerves; or a 

Man may be Secured and put under Cu ſtody, or Guard, for his Preſer- 

_ ation, when engaged in any Quarrel, or when there is any 
bad defigo againſt his Life; and it is in this laſt Acceptation that 

I here underſtand, and explain the Word Gaard. The old 

Term Ward, is no more in uſe amongft Sword-Mez, and there- 
fore I ſhall ſay no more of it; it is enough that I haye.ſhown 
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As ſor this modern Term Gaard, it is in Fencing alwiſe taken, 
for that Poſtare of the Body, wherein a Man puts himſelf for his greater 
ſecurity, when he has occaſion to make uſe of hit Weapons ; now al- 
cho a Man's Guard may be juſtly reputed” 4 Poſtare of Security 
yet it is not his Defence, albeit it may contribute much to it; 
it is only the Parade flowing from it, which can juſtly be called 
his true Defence: For one Man may keep a very good and cloſe 
Guard, and have an exceeding looſe and uncertain Parade or 
Defence; whereas, another may have, and ſometimes; alfo of 
"yp | deſign, may ſtand tO a very open Gard, and yet have 4 moſt it 
firm and ſecure Defence. hs m”_ 
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So that I may properly enough, compare a good Guard, to 
the place wherein a Man is. to be kept ſafe from any bad At- 
tempt againſt him; theSword-Hand to tlie Keeper orSentinel, & the 
Swordirom whence the Defence or Parade flowys, to the Key that locl 

in and ſecutes all; For, as a Ferſon may be put inte a yery cloſe 
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rage nor 4 9 put upon 95 he is amel hoe — | 
unſecure, from the malicious Attempts. of his: Enemies, asithe 
were at large, and no fafeguard about him; ſo may 3 Mas 


the vigorous Aſſaults and Attacks, of his malicious and ill defign- 
ing Adverſary, if he be not Maſter of a firm and ſure. Defence, 
whereby he may exclude his Adverſary, from having acceſs 
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a Man's Perſon ab Ships, from the g nick and ſubtile Attacks of 

his Adverſary; is, heſides his putting e into a good CT 1 
to be Maſter of ſuch 4 firm and furs Parade, as that his. Smor 
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Sword; in this 8 . I: Fu als 7 1 
recommend, as the ſecure and ſafe Parade, or General Defence, 
wphich moſt Naturally flows from it; and which the more i 
poo reflects dam: more bs n Kill e 80 en 
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into, but may properly enough be called a Guard, ifhe draw 
A Defence from it, and the Reaſon is, becauſe as 1 faid, the Po- 
ture ofa Man's Guard; is not at all his Defence, bur the Pa 
rade he draws from it; altho” the more cloſe the Poſture be, 
che mere readil V5 Will he draw' a | good; my aue Parade from i it. 
(0:4 4165. FV 112! 
f isupon this , hay: dhe a Guards 
as there are Poftures of the Body, or Poſitions of the Snord- Hand: 
but becauſe ſuch a rodigious Number, would but amuſe! and 
confound People, therefore, Sword- Men have reduced them to 
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Wo have in a manner, only 


be yy ; and'truely 1 may ſay, it ſerves for both Prime and 
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aſters, even 
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People do really alwiſe draw, their Sword 
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Hand, which is performed by holding the Sword, with the 
Thumb quite downward; the Nails of the hand quite outwards 
towards the right-ſide, and the back of the Hand towards the 
leſt or in - ſide. This Poſition is a great deal oe ide the 
Prime, and is exactly the he of the Sword- Hand, wherewith 
People commonly draw their Swords, and wherewith thi 
Hanging-Guard, I have been ſo much commending, is alſo to 


* Seconde, toriwhen cher Prims is ordered, the Paſctian is © n- 
- trained, that the Hand falls naturally from it into the Second; 
ſee the Poſitions of the Sword. Hands, of Fig. 1. andiz; Miro 
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Tux Tierce is the third Poſition, and the Smord- H 


ee Hand in ſo 
ing it, makes a full quarter of a Cirele from the Seconde, where. 


as, from the Prime tothe Seconde, it alters but a very few e-. 
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grees; this Poſition is yet more eaſie than the Setonde, and 3 


and the Nails down; and is that Poſition of the Hand, Where 


with the Thruſts without and above the Sword, in the Common 
Method, are generally performed, altho* they are alſo many 
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Tu Quarte or fourth Poſition of the Hind, is ſtill more eaſily 
kept than the Tierce; it is kept with the Thumb quite upwards 


2 


kept with the back of the Hand, and Knucles quite "upwards, 


1 


* 8 ö — 
Quarte, 


the back of the Hand outwards, towards the right · ſide; and - 


the Nails of the Fingers towards the Left, but inclining a very 


Thought upwards, fee Tig. 4. The Sora: Hund in forming tlis 


Quartè, altereth alſo from the Tieres, a full quarter ofa Circle as the 


Trerce did from the Seconde; and is the ſtrongeſt Poſition of any, 


ſeing a Man can keep his Sword longeſt firm upon it, without 


wearying of his Arm; it is alſo that Poſition, wherein, in tlie 


Ordinary Method vf Fencing; mot of the Thruits within the Sword, 
are performed: As likewiſe, that very Poſſtion of the Hand, 


wherein a Man keeps the Quarte-Guard With a ſloping point; ſec 
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No it is to be obſerved, that the-Poſption of the Sword. Hand, An uſ:- 


in its circular p 


tion it had, when it was in the immediatly preceeding Quarter;as' 


k u- 
on the 
oſitiouns 


2 55 ffing forwards, from one of thoſe for Quar- ful See. 
ters of a Circle, to that next it, retains ſtill the ſame Denomma- or 1 


for Example, when the Hand is in Prime, it is ſaid, notwithſtan- of tbe 
ng of its being a little altered towards the Seconde, to be ſtill Hand, 


in Prime, untill it fall in to the exact Seconde; and When it is in 
Seconde, it continues in Seconde, notwithſtanding of its varying 
from it, in its turning towards the Tierce; and never alters its 
3 e Dienomi- 
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tum, that a Man can ſcarcely turn his Hand to it, let a 


> 0 a8 I ſhall make it appear, when I come toDiſcourſe of Thruſting. 
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-  . Denomination, untill it be fully upon that Quarter, which forms 


' when it formed the Prime, being now almoſt quite turned a- 


m- Quarte, and is ſo very difficult, that we have really no more 
+ of it in Fencing, but its Name; altho many Maſters order their 


A .nhis is an Obſervation wholly new, and very well worth notice- 
Ft 4155 for the better, and more ready diſtinguiſhing,: of the Four 


. the Sword - Hand, m 
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the Tierce; and ſo of the reſt. . 


Ir is therefore a Miſtake, which fome Maſters fall into, 
when they call the True Quarte the Demy Quarte, and that only 
nn which is nothing but a variation of the Smord- Hand 

om the True Quarte Point. towards a greater Degree of Quarte, 
or towards the Prime quarter; wherein the Nails of the Hand 
are kept quite upwards, and which is ſo very conſtrained a Po- 


keep 


9 


it for any conſiderable time. 


Leonfels indeed, iht efs Poſition is Gill a Qawte, until as 
T ſaid, the Peſtion of the Nails of the Hand arrive at, or at leaſt 
near to, the other quarter of the Circle, wherewith the Prime 
begins, altho the Hand be in a quite oppoſite Poſition, than 


bout: But ſtill this is no more a. Quarte, than what they call a De- 


Scholars, to deliver their Thyaſts within and above the Sword, 
in this conſtrained Poſition, which is not only a conſiderable Er. 


ror, but almoſt impracticable, the Poſſtion being ſo conſtrained; 


Therefore, what thoſe Maſters call the Demy Quarte, ought to 
be called the True Quarte, as well as that Variation of the Hand 
toward the Tiere quarter, which they call only the Cute: 


rent Poſitions of the Sword-Hand... 


\ Trzx+. is alſo. a Qsiute, or filth Poſition, as they pretend, of 
but ſeing it is not ſo properly, a-difterent 


Monſieur de Lianconr ; 


_ Poſition of the Swor de Hand, as. a. diflereat dituatian.of the Sword, 


whereby 


whereby ic is kept with the Point 


: ow Matter, whe 


1 


| ping towards the-Ground, 
the Hand being in the ſame Poſition with Quarte; and is alſo as 
I faid, the very ſame Poſture, with what we call the: Quarre- 
Guard with a ſloping Point, I ſhall ſay no more of it, ſeing it is. 
enough, that T have, by naming it diſcovered, that another 
diſtinct Poſition of the Sword. Hand, is not in the leaſt meant by 
it, but only, a different Situat ion of the Sword 5 for which ſee, 


Hand, viz. Prime, Seconde, Tierce, and Quarte, I muſt tell you, 
that for the moſt part, two of them are rejected, in this New. 
Method, Tam about to eſtabliſn; ſo that in place of the Four, I 
only make uſe of Two; to wit, the Seconde, in which this Hazg« 
ing-Guard is kept, and the Quarte, which is ſometimes for the 
Thruſts, given without and above the Sword ; ſo that I wholly 
reject the Prime and Tierce, and make only uſe of the Seconds 
and Quarte; the Seconde both for the Poftare of the Guard, and 
the Thruſts as well within and beneath the Sword, upon the 


| right-ſide, as without and above the Sword, upon the Left; and 


the Quarte now and thea for TOO without and above the 
moſt convenient. tt irs ORR ED 


1 
* / 


Argo to give t own Opinion frankly in this Matter, 1 
have very little regard to the particular Poſitions of the Smord- 


Hand; becauſe, provided a Man make a good Croſs, with his 


Weapon upon his Adverſary's, for his Defence, When upon the 
Defenſive part; or wound his Adverſary with his Thruſt, When 
upon the Offenſive part, and recover himſelf quickly again, to 
his Croſs, or oppoſing Poſture ; I think upon the main, it is na 

hr it be with his Hand in Seconde, Tierce, or 


Quarte, PRs metres he performs what he deſigned ; for 


when a ſolutly requiſite that 


a 


. 4 : 3 „ 1 1 i | 2 5 1 
9 ope's new Method, Chap: IV. 
1 4 5 ; 4 , * + * „ l 55 75 7 *. . 1 FF £ Ba * / $ * 


- 


* 


ling or Thraſting. 
be Fort and Foible of Sword. ai 


Here are few People, but know the Parts which compoſe 

'” a Sword, therefore I ſhall but juſt» Name them, for the 
Information of the younger ſort of Scholars; a Rapier, hath its Sm. 
Hilt and its Blade; the Hilt hath its Pomel, Handle, Shell, and 
Croſs-Barrs ; and if it be a Shearing-Sword, hath commonly alſo the 
a Back-wand, as a kind of Preſervation, or Deſence for the Hand: 
Every Man pleaſes his own Fancy, both with regard to a round 
or {quare, full or ſmall Handle, as well as the other Furniture fro 

of the Hilt; but as for the Blade, whatever kind it be, whether vil 
6e. Shearing-Sword, certainly the lighter it be, prqvided With: 
it be ſtiff enough, and of good tough Mettal, ſo much the bet- Mw! 
ter; for any Blade had much better continue in the Bend, W. 
( which is | Hogan call A poor: Mans Blade) than be fo brittle di 
as to be apt to break, and fly in pieces upon every little ſtroak, th 
or es ir. may _mectwith. oo oo is 


the Sword Nand, that procures ſafety to a Man, in either Defen. 


Bu whatever kind of Sword, a Man make choice of for the ch 
pleaſing of his Fancy, 9h there are two Things, which it is ab- 
he take Notice to; the Firſt is, That his 


Sword is Sword be well Mounted, which is known, by laying it croſs in 


- mounted. his fore-finger, within two or three Inches of its Hz/r, and if Hp. 


the Hil, with the Aſſiſtance of theſe two or three Inches, Coun- 
ter-ballance the reſt of the Blade, then it is well mounted; o- 


| therwiſenot; ſeing it will be too, weighty. before the Hand. 2 


Tuns Second is, That whenever he has an Occaſion to draw it. 10 
bor Service, he alwiſe keep it fixt and firm in his Hand, ſo that 
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it be not beat out of it, bye every ſudden Jerk or Stroak, OY 
his Adverſary makes upon it. Nothing is more unſeemly, nor 
makes a Swor d- Man look more out of Countenance, than when 
his Sword either drops accidentally,” or is really of deſign, by - 
his Adverſary, beat out of his Hand; therefore every goock 
Sword. Man ought to prevent it, not only for his own greater 
Safety, but even for Deceney, that he 8 not. be ſmiledar. 5 


Hd Abus - briefly; + geben an Act of f the Patt of "I e 

Sword in general, I ſhall now ſhow ,how'a Smord- Blade is divided „ 

by Sword- Men, when A . come. to PR or make ve of a 4 

their Art and Skill. vg Xt Cy ' 
Fan Fenting Maſters of © ON Aivided the Blade 9 chels Spords: Diviſion. 5 

from the Halt to the Point, ſometimes into twelve Parts or Di- OE © 

viſions; and ſometimesinta four: which ſerved for no other uſe 88 

that I know, but to peplex and embaraſs their Scholars; upon -* 

which account, I wholly diſapprove and reject it, and ſhall 

with the Moderns, who have a great deal of more Reaſon for it, © 

divide the Blade into two equal Parts; fo that 1 generally, call 

the Fort or ſtrong part of the Blade, that diviſion or half, Which Fort) 4 

is bet wixt the Halt and the middle of the Blade; and the Foible - 1 

- on part, That half which is 5 herwigel the middle of it ang. ** Faible; -/-- 

the Point. 
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TAE b is ſo called: becauſe it 1s "i greateſt, Strenth, as be. . 
ing nearer to the Send Center,” and therefore moſt . : 
per for the Farid or putting of N Hlbnt. 1 - . 


e hey 7. iS 5X 
/'Ts HE Foiblois ſo called; becauſe it is Of leaft Sry 17 50 While ch. 
as it is leſs capable to Defend, or Purie n T . "Of, Blow; ſo l ic - 7 
is moſſ proper, becauſe” of its quickang d fur pri ing 
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Hur this Diviſion of che Sword in the middle, into Fort and 
Foible, muſt not be underſtood fo ſtrictly; but that with re- 
| TpeQ to either theSrrovg orWeakOperation,of theAdver ary Sword 
agaioft it, or of it againſt the Adverſary's; that which was at 
one time the Fort, may not be at another time the Foible; and 
that which is now the Fo:b/e, may not become at another time 
the Fort; this being occaſioned really, not only by the impreſ. 
ſion and power which one Sword hath over another, according 
to the degrees of Weight, whereby it -over-powers and Ma! be 
He its Adverſary 's, When it hath Croſſed: or over-lapped it ver 
but even according to the ſtrength and impulſe, it receives from 
the Hand and Wriſt ot the perſon, who is making uſe of it; H. 
as for Inſtance, If with eight Inches from the Point of my Sword all 
I overlap only five or fix of my Adverſary; notwithſtanding 
_of thoſe eight Inches, being properly indeed a part of mySword'|i 
- Foible, yet with reſpect to that of my Adverſary's, which it o 
verlaps, it may very well be called the Strong, becauſe it hath 
the ſame effect upon my Adverſary's Sword, as if it were really 
that part, which is properly called the Furt. 1 


 AcAIN, if my Fort, for Inſtance a Foot from the Hilt, ſnouli 

be overlapped, with only eight or ten of my Adverſary's from 
its Hilt; in that Caſe, I lay my Fort, with reſpect to the Im- 
preſſion andCommand my Adverſary's Sword hath over it, maj 
very properly be called the Foible. „ 


Axp, which is yet more ſurpriſing, this ordinary Diviſion 
of Fort and Foible, is not only altered as I ſaid, by the 1mpreſ- 
ſion and power ofone Sword over another, accor ing to the De. 


grees of Weight, whereby it Maſters and over- powers its Ad- 


Verſary's, after it hath overlapped it; but even hy the different 
Degrees of ſtrength and impulſe, made uſe np verſary's 
Sword. hand, eit her in Parieing or Binding; ſo that in ſuch a Calc, 
my Foot, or 12 Inches of Fort from the H ili, ſhall even M 
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aſter my 
ü Adver- 
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Adverſary's eight or fix from his; er my five or fix of Foible from 
my Point, ſhall by the flrength and impulſe, I add to it from 


my Wreſt, Maſter eight or ten of my Adverſary's' from its 


* 


Point, he noways' afliſting to reſiſt me, by the ſtrength of his 
Wade e ee, ge peo kn 
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Sword, not withſtanding of the former Diviſion, can only real. 

be called ſuch according as either mySword operats upon my Ad. 
verſary's, or my Adverſary's operats upon mine; ſo that the 
molt part of the Blade of a Man's Sword, even almoſt from the 
Hilt, to within five or fix Inches of the Point, may become either 
all Fort, if it overpowers its Adverſagy's, or all Foible, if it be 


maſtered and over powered by his, either by its own weight 


and preſſure, or by the ſtrength and impulſe of his Smord- hand: 


And this is the only true Explication, I can give of the -Fore- 
and Foible of a Sword; the former altho generally true, being yet: 
at bottom ſo variable, as not to be wholly: eee ab Do 
for the more ordinary ſort of Players, I ſhall eep to my former” 
Diviſion; but for thoſe who are more expert, and conſe uentiy 
greater Criticks, and more nice as to this Point, I earneſtly re- 
made, which is not to be found in any Autho—ʒ. 
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. 7 [thin and Mlithaut the Sword, may be.confidered” witft: 
Y Y two Reſpetts, either with reſpect to the Diviſion of a: 
Mans Body by his $wor4-drew, or with teſpe@t to the particular” 
or when he forms the Groſs of his Parede ;. TR tothe: 
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So that after all, ſtrictly ſpeaking; the Fort and Foible of a port na 
Foible, 
when 
truly 
ſuch; 
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ſo far, as generally to keep to the Old Denomination. N 7 
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- diviſion of the Body by the Sword-4rm, then that part, betwixt 


his Smord Arm and Leſt · ſide, (if a Right-Handed Man) is al. 


Wiſe called within the Smord, as the oppoſite fide is called With. 
aut the Sword; and ay atm plc the Paſition of the Sword. 


hand be what it will but if they are conſidered, with reſpect to 


the particular Poſitions of the Sword- hand, or Croſs made in Paris. 


ing, then they are not ſo fixed; becauſe what was within the 


Sword, with reſpect to the diviſion of the Body by the Sword. 
, dr that diſtance betwixt the Smord- Ar mn and Left-ſide; 
by the alteration of the Poſieion of the Sword-hand into Second, 

will become without and above the Sword; and that v bich was 


without the Sword, will be either without and aloe, or without 
and below the Sword, juſt as a Man's Adverſary Paries him: 
And this is the - Reaſon, that there is no within the Smord to 


Thraſt at, upon a perſon Mho ta kes himfelſ to this. .Hanging- 
% . n nfs woos om 55 Din 


; 


- BuTit being chiefly, with reſpect to the Diviſion of the Bo- 


dy by the Sword- Arm, and not with reſpect to the Poſitions of 


the Sword-Hand, or Croſe made by the Parade, that Maſters 


commonly denominat the within and without of the Sword; 


Therefore I ſhall generally give them, their Denomination from 


the ſame Ground, except where I particularly other wiſe men- 
tion it; altho'I do really think, it were more agreeable to 

- Reaſon, to have only regard to the Poſitions of the Sword Hand, 

in theſe two Terms 0 

_ Croſs formed in Parieing: But ſeing, fo great an alieration of 


as I have Claſſed them in the Liſt, ) and 


theſe two Terms, would be fair to ſtartle a great many Maſters, 


- who cannot willingly quit with any Old Rot, tho” never fo 
much contrary to Reaſon, 1 ſhall therefore comply with” them 
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Axp yet ſtrictly ſpeaking, even with reſp 


xy Diviſion of the Body by the Sword- Arm, and if-we decide ac- 
cording to the niceſt Rules, which is by conſidering, both how 
Feople generally preſent their Swords, and how every Thruſt 


ter mi- 
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i. 115 o make an Ea 88 ili by Wks hs 258 „Man m uſt, 
the wh: fry N iteh himſelf to, To Sward 1 

2 oh 9000 1 hs Ave ry mult alſo dert it, with his Sword 
le; Pen parallel to 5 ke its . pon what. fide foever - 
de, be preſent it; "for 5 the Adverſary's: SFr make the leaſt 

'as C/. 0 on his Sword, then ay no more an exact Within 
out WY or Without the Sword; but immediatly what might have been 
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a Perſon hath a. good ſure, and firm Parade; that is, he i 
much Maſter of ne Defenſive part of 'the fw 


TERE are two conſiderable Errors, that have by Degrees 
creept into the common Method, of communicating the Art of 
the Sword, with relation to the Parade or N Which! 
would gladly convince the Fencing Maſters of, th at they: may be 
hererafter reQified; becauſe it is not to be imagin'd, what 
great prejudice the arguing for them, as well as the putting 
them too frequently in practice, have done to the True Art of 
, eee ee 


Tx Firſt relates to the Parade or Defenſive part, of the whole 
Art in general. The Second, to the manner of performing eve: 
ry particular Parade, againſt any Blow or Thruſt, that a Man 
all be obliged to Pari, for his better Preſervation and Defence. 


— 5 


Xrtor i. As to the Firſt, I cannot᷑ but affirm, that, tlie great neglect of 

the Parade or Defenſive part, that is generally obſerved in the 

Schools, hath been one great Reaſon, of the uncertainty which 

moſt People have had hitherto, in the defence of their Perſons 

in an Occaſion; and conſequently, the chief Ground of that un- 
reaſonable Neglect and Contempt, which many perſons have 

V 

Ix a Man will but a little frequent the Schools, he cannot fail 

to obſerve, that in moſt of them, the Ofenſive part or Parſuit, is 

much more recommended and put in practice, than the Parade 
or Defenfive; and yet, it is from the great uſefulneſs of this Art 
in Defending, that it is juſtly Termed, The Art of Defence. 


ſign ought not to be, to deſtroy our Adverſaries, but rather a 
kind of means, ones; a Man may the more certainly effe- 
Euat the compleating of his Defence; according to the Maxim, 
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J the ben way to re - May's own Property, is to introach u- 
1s pon, and invade his Veighbours. So that I don't at all condemn, 
or diſſwade Maſters from Teaching the Purſuit, but only ad- 

viſe them to regulat, or rather renverſe their Method, and a- 
es lot that long time, (which formerly they allowed to theie 
of 8 Scholars, for rendering them dexterous in the Parſuit; ) for ma- 
I king them Adroit, and Firm in their Defence: And the very 
de inconſiderable Moment, that they uſed, commonly to give to : 
at Wl the practiſing ot the Parade, that they would beſtow Joi! 

that, to teach them, how they may handfomly deſtroy and | 
kill, according to the Rules as they pretend; forwhich Tam - 
perſwaded, there. were never any deſigned by either Gop or 
Nature; but ſuch is the pravity of Mankind, that we cannot * 
ſo much as think of doing our ſelves the leaſt good, if at the 
fame time, we do not endeavour to plague, aud do our Ad- 
verſaries all the evil and miſchief, we can poſſibly contrive and 
invent, „ e Regt THE TR OE ITE 2b 


.Anv this pernicious Cuſtom, of making the uſefulneſs of the 
Art to conſiſt chiefly in the Purſuit, hath had no doubt its riſe, 
from thoſe who Were the firſt Improvers, of the Art of the 
Sword ;, that is, who from making only uſe of the'Edge or Blow,  _— 
for a Parſait, added to it the great benefit of the Point, as a + «- 


ſurpriſing and moſt deſtructive Offenſe, .. 


Fox without all doubt, the Art of the Bacł- Sword, is the Foun=  =® 
tain and Source of all True Defence; and that of the Small,on-  _. 
ly a Branch proceeeding nay of from it; and had the Im. 
provement of the Small, been kept within its juſt Bounds, it 
would certainly have been a very Hu Addition to the Art: 
But fo bent are molt People, after the proſecution of any thing 
thatis New, and fo fond of puſhing' 15 own Inventions to 
the greateſt heighth, that by their daily refining upon it, That 
which was at firſt deſigned as an Aid to, and Improvement 
of the Trae Art of Defence, _ had this quite other Effect, that of 


——— 


. 


I 5 * — * 
4 - 
A, , ; 3 : 8 wa . 
3 #% * 25 5 0 N n 1 . 11 

8 " - , f 4 : 2 *# n * 2 
s ; ; a x 

. Fo | 

2 *f £ 5 I 
4% Fj] 25 


6 


76 Hanes new i 
it has tended much to its diſadvantage; by leſſening (by rea- 
ſon of its fickle and uncertain Defence) a great deal of its Re- 
putation: ſo that it may be but too- juſtly aſſerted, that the 
reateſt benefit, the Art of Defence reaps now a- days in moſt 
chools, is that by having the Parade or * ive part, too 
much neglected, and the benefit of the Point or Thruſting, too 
far puſht; the generality of Maſters, are like to puſh and thruſt 
all Tras Defence our of heir Schools. 


— 


How vxR, if notwithſtanding of what is paſt, Maſters would 

de for the future, but ſo kind to themſelves and juſt to their 

| Scholars, as to follow the candid Advice I juſt now gave them, 
olf making; their Scholars ply more the Defenſive, and leſs the 
| Offenſive part in their School Leſſons, (for believe it, all of us 
Naturally incline but too much to offend; and the Purſait, ſo 
much atleaſt of it as is needtul, for the making good of our De- 
fence, will, without giving our ſelves much trouble about it; 

force it ſelf upon us, whether almoſt we will or not ) we ſhould 

in a very ſhort time, find the Art f Defence recover its anci- 

ent Reputation; the Maſters and Profeſſors of it, had more in 
Eſteem, and their Fencing Schools ſo crowtted, with Scholars 
ot all Degrees and Ranks, that no Gentleman would he 
thought really to deſer ve that Epithet, who were not deſirous: 

to be an advantageous ſharer, in the poſſeſſion of the moſt He- 

roick and Uſeful Art of Defence. Vow. FF 
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Aer z. TIR Secand Error, reſpects the manner of performing every 
particular Parade, and which the Maſters of the Bact Sword are 
more guilty of, than the Profeſſors of the, Small; and that is, the 
making the Hilis or Shells of their Swords, for the moſt part 
defend: the Blow or Thruſt, that is diſcharged againſt them, in 

place of making that Trae Croſs with their Sword-Blade, which: 

2 neceſſary, for the performing of a True and Secure 
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oft I chis Error in Parieing or Defending alwiſe upon the Hils is moſt 
too viſible; for they never almoſt make a Trae Croſs, but receive 


too all upon the Hilt of their. Smord; ſo that they are beholding 
more for any Defence they draw, ( ay ans to the common 
Practice) from thoſe Guards, to the ſtrepgth 


* 


from them. 


* 
* 


** 


Queſtion, How they would defend themſelves, either with a 
Rapier, Shearing-Sword, or Sabre? nate of which have cloſe: 
Hilts, and yet are the Swords non ko moſt. commonly: 


made uſe of, not only for walking abo . 


could not anſwer me, that they would defend themſelves, with 


ing and Medium- Guards; becauſe, if they did attempt to do it: 
once, they would 7 ſcarcely have a Finger wherewith- 


and planted with a true Edge: So much is their Sword-Hand, in 


| Weapon. 


Ax this hazard to which the Sword-Hind is expoſed, is much? 
more ſo upon. the Medium-Guard than upon the Hanging- Guard, 
becauſe in the Parade; which they commonly make from the 
Hanging Guard, they ſometimes form a little Croſ, and To re- 
cave. q | 
tho? not once in many: ſtroaks; but in the common” 
Parade they draw from the Medium- Guard, they almolt- 
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To make this the more evident, I will only ask them this 


the common Parades, which they uſually draw from the Hang- 


verſary would diſcharge. againſt: them; if ſmartly delivered, 


1e Blow now. and then upon the Sword's Blade, al- 


never. form a Croſs, but receive; all the: Blows upon che in or 
„ e bile ; VE, ; ” „„ Ce ls | 5 Ot 


 WnaTEVER Guard the Back-Sword Maſters take themſelves 
to, whether this Hanging-Gaard in Seconde,or the Medium Guard, 


17. G ä pgth and thickneſs of 
their Sword-Hilts,, than to any Trae Croſs or Parade they draw 
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againſt the ſecond: or third Blow their Ad- 


» 
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making, uſe of ſuch. a. falſe. Parade, expoſed to the-Adverſary's.. » 
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Fox, ſo very little 
Defence, that any Man Who is furniſhed with Back, Breaſt, and 
* Head-Piece, may as well be laid to defend himſelf by Art, from 
the Thruſts and Blows that are made againſt him, as ſuch Per- 
| ſons, who make all their Defence with their cloſs Hrs, and 
Without forming a good Croſs, may be faid truely to defend 
themſelves by Art, and according to the juſt Rules of Defence; 
becauſe the latter owes no leſs his Ehre to the trueneſs of the 
Mittal, whereof his Hilt is made, than the other does his, to 
his Proved Armour; and therefore all ſuch falſe Defencès ought 
to be rejected by true Artis, and That only approved and made 
uſe of, which forms a true and ſafe Croſs, ſuch as I all along 
draw, from the Hanging-Gaard in this New Method, ., © 


Tux very ſante may be ſaid, ofthe common Parades within, 
,and without the Smord, drawn from theQuarte-Guard,when they 


"re only performed, by the Angle the Adverſary's Sword makes 


upon the Shell of the Hilt; or by the Breadth of certain kind of 


. . GermanBlades,called Roningobergs; andwhich Breadth is noAdyan- 
tage under Heaven in Parieing as ſome People fancy; becauſe, if I 
make a true Croſs in Parieing, I will defend my ſelf as well with 


2 Blade no bigger than a Lark- Spit, provided it be ſtiff enough, as 


true A47t concerned in this kind of | 
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I can poſsibly do with a Kpningsberg Blade, yea or with one of + 
three Feches broad in the Blade, which is double ti breadth of 
any Koningsberg J did ever ſee; for as none of theſe. Parades _ 
make a true Croſs, ſo none of them are ſafe and ſecure, ven 
when a Man's Adverſary Threfts cloſe by his Sword; but fart 
ks ſo, when he Thruſts at a diſtance from it, and very irregular- - 
ly ; which is an Error in the Parade, that moſt Fencing Maſters © - 


are guilty of, particularly the Hence. 1 


Fox they ſcarcely know, in Parieing a plain Thraſt within, or © 
without the Sword, what it is to form a good 'Creſs, but on xx 
to turn their Sword- aud a little, either to a Quarte, when 8 
Parie within the Sword, or to a Tierce when they Pariz without; e 
ſo that if their Adverſary Thruſf any way out of the ſtraight _.. 
Line, and at a diſtance from their Sword, or fall low without, 
and obſervenot alwiſea regular Method, in Thruſting cloſe by - 
their Weapon, they are in a perfect canfulion, Wi not 
where to meet with his Sword; which is the Reaſon of ſo.many 
 Contre-temps and Exchanged Thraſts, paſsing betwixt Perſons, 

in an occaſion, who altho very dexterous at the Parſuzt, know 
no other Method of Defence; but wine would certainly be pre- 
vented, did they apply themſelyes more, to the forming of a 
good Croſs upon their Adverſary's Sword; by which they could 
dot fail, of a true and ſuresDefence.' 3 
Fox, to my certain knowledge I can affirm,that no Peopfe 
in the World, have a ſwifter Hand in Thrufting, nor any, 1a 
more looſe or uncertain Parade, than the French: But now 
that the Error is diſcovered, and may, perhaps by this Piece, 
| or ſome other Means, come to their Ears, I doubt not but they _ 
will quickly rectify it; no People on Earth being more capable 

to do it than they, when they once earneſtly ſet about it, and 
eſpecially, when I hope they ſhall have the good Example, of 
ſome of our moſt candid and judicious Bririfs Maſlets, colour | 
and lead them the Way. f ĩ˙ ry 21% 
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A mot Fox; to have a firm and ſure Parade from the Ordinary Quarte 
nice, but Guard, a Man ought not only to form a good Croſs, with a firm 
_ true Pic and dry Beat or Ferk, but to render it, eſpecially upon the In. 
rect ion . | 3 e 4 

to become ſide of the Sword, the more certain, is many times obliged, 
Maſter even to make that Croſs upon his Adverfary's Sword, with his 
| yy Arm Sword Hand cloſe almoſt to his own Body, that ſo he may gain 
Parade the more readily, the Weak or Foible of his Ad verſary's Sword; 
i 2 a Which, ſhould he only turn his Wreiſt with his Arm almoſt 
nas, ſtreight, which is the common Feuch Parade from the Quarie 
Guard, he would certainly miſs, and *fo receive the Thraſt; 
becauſe his Croſs, in place of meeting with his Adverfary?s 
Foible, would fall upon his Adverſary's Fort, which would ren- 
der his Parade or Defence altogether imperfect. This is aNicety,in 
Pariting not only from the Ordinary Quarte Guard, but even from 
this Hanging-Guard in Seconde, which not one Scholar in a hun. 
dred knows; nay, not even many Maſters, who think them- 
ſelves moſt topping and skillful in their 'Profeffion : And 
therefore, Learneſtly recommend the 3 of it to all ſuch, 
as are deſirous to became Maſters, of a good and ſure Parade, 
which can only be ſueh When a good Croſ is performed b 

it; and that not upon the Fort, but upon the Foible of the 
verſary's Sword, and many times alſo, almoſt cloſe to a Man's 
* own Body; (eſpecially as I ſaid, when the Thraſt is given With- 
in the Sword) ages r it the more certain. 8 


* 


F 


Arno I have been pretty long already upon this Term of 
Art, yet ſeing it relates to the chiefeſt part of the Art, to wit, 
The Defenſive, T cannot quit with it, until J have ſpokea little 
to that Parade in the Ordinary Method, which I have alwiſe ſo 
much-admired, and to which, in my former Pieces upon this 
Subject, I have given the Name of Contre- cavtating Parade. 
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"HS Po, es vealted ſong ago by many Weben ee. 

Grunde, which: is ue tuch as to fay, A Panade g , 

all Cloaniſh, Pitiful, or Ignorant Fellows, it being ſuppoſed, 
that none but ſuch kin of People would neglekt, to improve 
chemſelves in the True and Ui al Art of Defence: For Gavechy in 
Frenth; ſignifies a Sroimwdrad, or  Pizifal Falum. And ſuch perſons 


bein commonly very forward, and n 
and Thy | becauſe of their ge ras — 
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ab they WP defpic able aSdurce: And. „ 

cherefore in ty lerer Pieces upon this Scbpeſt, endeavoured 1 

to derive its 8 from 4 more rati well as gene- I. 
dus Spring; ſo that in place of Conmre-Gavache, 1 calledit the 
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them ſelves to that Method of Point-Play. And this. Croſs Pa. 
rade being the only ſure one againſt it, I was fully convinced, 
that I had a ſufficient Reaſon to alter its Mean and ruſtickName 
- of Conter-Gavache,to the more refined and genteel ane of Contre- 
4 | caveating Payads, for indeed it is the only true Croſſer andOppoſer 
N ol all Diſengagings, or Feints flowing from them; and there- 
fore being a certain Contrary and Parade ſor them, it has very 
jiuſtly, I think, acquired from me the Name of Conrre.Cavear- 
1 ii E BOT N 3 J . CO THAI 112 Th a ; Nee e 
Tims Contre-Caveating, or Croſſing Parade, is 2 Circular, Pa. 
rade, that is, a Man in performing it, forms with: bis Sword 
not only one, but ſometimes ( according as his Adverſary ſhall 
Caveat or ſhun it) two or three Circles, without -in the 
leaſt altering the Poſition of his Sword. Hand, until he meet with, 
and Croſs or Oppoſe: his Adverfary's Sword ; yvhich is che Rea- 
ſon that it is ſo very excellent a Parade in the Ordinary Method, 
both againſt hits ome Big Feints, and alſo againſt the wide, 
. txregular, and ſtragling Thr#fts, of forward and rambling Pur- 
ſuers, as well Ignorants as others; and conſequently excellent 
in an Evening or Night Rencounter, When a Man has not much the 
. benefit of his Sight, and therefore is neceſſitate to ſupply it with 
| @# that of Feeling,which is done by making dexterouſly. 9 5 of this 
Circular Parade; whereas the other Parades, in Quarte, Tierce, 
and Secondo, forming but a very ſmall part of the Arch of a 
Circle, a Mans Adverſary may the more eaſily Caveat and 
ſhun his Sword, eſpecially in the. Dark, and ſo give ho 5 5 
Parade 


been made uſe of, would have been quite cloſed and ſecure. 
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'Thruft upon that open; Which, had this Coltre-Covrating 


4 47 3-8 „„ J Tat n 32 975 
3o that, as I have ſaid in diſcourſing of a Guard; if any Pa- 
rade whatſoever, may be properly enof compared to a Key, 
which locks up and ſecures a Man from the Purſuit, or offend- 
ing Deſigns of his Adverſary ; then this.Contre-Caveating Pa. 
rade, may moſt juſtly be compared. to a itropg Key Ws 
. 1 e Double 
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Double Caſt, as we ſay, or which hath Two Turns ; ſo very ſecure 85 

and ſafe, are all ſuchPerſons who have the Practice and Adreſs ts | 
„ performiir dexteroully ; for againſt all the Purſuirs from the or. 
2  dinary Gearas, it is a-moſt certain and general Defence, and 


2 | 


no particular Parade can be compared to t. 
OO IRIS ie, 45% mem” Beg 8 
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| Now, all Motions. of the Sword Hand, which tend down- 
it care carried upwards, as I have, made evident in the Reaſons: 
for Advantage Second, to which I'rerqit the Reader: It fol- 
lows, that it is chiefly the Tendency of the Motion of the 
Sword Hand, to raiſe the Adverſary's Sword alittle, in carry: 
x ing of it off, and not the Poſition of the Sword Hand in . 
2 hat is the cauſe of this Contre-Geveating Parade, being ſome- 
4 what more weakly perbrmed from this Hanging Guard, than 
ge when it is performed With the Sword Hand in Quarte ; There. 
7, bre it may be very well made uſe of in this new Method of 
4 Defence, as well as in the ordinary one; altho not with ſuch 
fem and maſterly Spring, fand that for the above-mentioned 
. Neaſon, of the oblique elevating Motion, which the Sword * 
Hud makes in performing it. 
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Fox i in performing any of che other Leſſons, a "Mart cannot 
promiſe to himſelf, but that he may receive a Contre-temps, 
or an exchanged Thruſt upon his Purſuit, unleſs he oppoſe ve 
denterouſſy his Adverſary's Sword with his.Left-hand ; whic 
is indeed very uſeful at all times, but requires a great 
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cauſe it is ſcarcely poſſible almoſt, to get an opportunity to do 
it in Aſſault, or at Sharp tene fan refolve never almoſt 
to Hit or Wound his Ad. rfary at all: For it 18 f Certain, 
that the Thraſting, or affenph loſs ; by the Foible of che 2d 
verſary's Mad retards the ſwiftneſs of the'Thraft e 

whereas, ifa Man deſign to make a ſwift Thraſt, he ſhould 4 
ſo far from attempting, to Thruſt cloſs 1 the Foible of his Ad- 
verſary's Sword, that he ought adler eſibly to Cut beneath the 


Hilt, and never offer to diſengage 25 Thea until his Sword 
Point advanced upon the fame liche ae 1-00 pro be- 


yond the Adverſary's Hilt ; and thus 1 8 fallt to _— : 
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{wift and fubtile Thraſt, either within and alot, or ll; 
wit hont and abuve the Sword, but eſpecially u andbe/ 
he alſo obſerve to make the Trunk of his © te 40 Hand move 
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_ verſary's Hite, but to make ir reſiſt the better his Parade, and 


take more upon his Body, will alſo ard times Thruſt with a 
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Chap. IV. Fencing, & 89 
Quarte'Poſition'of the Sword Hand, without and above the Sword; © - 
carraying his Hili high, and Point low towards his Adverſary s 

left ſide ; and with a Tierce Poſition. of the Sword Hand, withis 

his Ad verſary's Sword, towards his Adverfary's left ſide, and the *©_ 
Pointhigh towards his right,which will take ſo very much upon 92 
the Adverſary's Body, Within and Beneath the Sword, thatunleſs he 

have an exceeding quick and firm Parade, eſpecially in the com- 
mon Method e eee eee, for upon the Hanging 
Gaard, this manner of Thraſting cannot poſſibly be performed) 
he will be fair to receive theThraft ; whereas the ready way to 
render a-Thraſt:{low, and of little effect, is, according ro the im 

perfect Direction of moſt Maſters 


ters, to attempt alwiſe to Thruſt or 
Diiſengage, cloſe by.theFoible of the Adverſary's Sword; a Di- 

rection moſt ridiculous; and which I admire they have not of 
themſelves rectified long ere: no ß. 


Warar I have ſaid, againſt Thraſting cloſs by the Foible of 
the Adverſary's Sword, in performing any ws Thraſtzholds 
much more, when a Man ſhall either play from Binding, or 
from the Riſpoſte ; for in theſe Caſes, he ought ta be ſo far 
from keeping by the Adverſary's Sword in Thruſting, that he 
ſhould immediatly after Binding or Securing lis Adverſary's 
£Sword,quit with it, and launch home the Thraſt as ſtrong and 
ſwiftly to the Body as poſſible, and then immediatly recover e 
again to his defenſive: Poſtare. The fame he is alſp to do 
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TE Second is, the 2 alwiſe to Plant or Thraſt 
high, and with the Sword Hand alſo too much in Quarte, For 2 
which is juſt of a piece with the former; for m— Thraſti | 
with the Hand ſo much in Qaarte, and carrying the Sword ſo 
high, a Man creats to himſelf Three Diſadvantages; The 
Hirſt is, That he directs his Trugſt to tliat part of the Body, I 
nean the Breaſt and Ribs, which are ſtrongeſt, and conſe- 
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Head, yer that ea only ſa ue him 3 his Adven-- 
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Elonge- 
fardange-$00d Appearance, and are mightily eryed up; yet in an En- 


rous in an gagement, nothing can be more dangerous, becauſe of the 
Occaſion. Opportunity it gives a Man's Adverſary to Riſpoſte him, be- 


eat to a quick 
3 n Ahereby he may 


ed; without which, a Man can neyer pre- 
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end to come off ſaſe, from an Excharged and Rifpoſted Tg - 
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0 / Caveating, or Diſſengaging: = 


7 HETHER it was the Obſerving the Natural, but cun- 
ning Motions, which Cocks make with their Heads in 
Fighting, to {hun and evite the Strokes of their Ad- 
verſary's Beaks, or ſome other ſuch like Obſervation, that 
gave the firſt Riſe to this Term of Art in Fencing, is neither 
certain, nor very material to be known; but to give a ſnort 
and true Definition of it, is, I think, altogether propper and 
neceſſary ; and the rather, that it was this very Caveating or 
Diſengaging, which gave the chief Riſe to this New Method of 
Fencing, or New Guard, J have all along been ſo much Re- 
commendinn gg itn TIPS Tr STEER = bs 


CAVEATING or Diſſengaging, is a Motion, whereby a Man 
brings in an inſtant, his Sword which was preſented upon any 
ſide of his Adverſary's, eee beneath its Hilt to the oppoſite 
ſide;and this he can do fo often as he plea ſes, from Mithin to ith- 
out, and from Without to Within; from having its Point High 
to be Lom, and from having it Lom to be High; either upon 
the ſame ſide it is preſented, or upon the oppoſite ſide. 


At 


Ir is ſo very neceſſary a Motion in Fexcing, that without 
Wt, there eould be — any. Offenſive Part or Parſuit, at 
ll, at leaſt it would be 


: ut very {low ; and it is alſo ſo 
d eaſily and quickly performed againſt the Ordinary Tierce 
e id Quarte Guards, that it gives a conſtant Opportunity, to 
make Variety of moſt Quick and Subtile Feints againſt them; 
{Which by reaſon of the Small Croſs, made by the Weapons 


pon theſe Guards, makes the Purſuit very eaſie, and the 
Defence or Parade — difficult; as I! have clearly 
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Feints more ſlow, and conſequently thePur 
and for the very ſame Reaſon, the Parade more certain: 6 
and thereby a Man's. Lite not in-near 


from it, is ſecure and Univerſal. - I ſhall therefore ſay 10 


: = aMathematicalDemonſtration, in theScheme,in the middle 
Ort 


os H ope's New Method, Chap: IV, 
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demonſtrate in the Second Advantage, to which I remit the Rea. 


» 
o 


der. I 


p * 1 


Ir was indeed the great e thoſe Guards alwiſt 
give for a ſudden aiſengeging, ( which is the ſource of al 
quick and ſubtile Feizts, and conſequently of a great uncer. 
tainty 1n the 8 ) that firſt put me upon the ſearch «< 
this New Methoa, which by reaſon of its great Cyoſs upon the 
Adverſary's Sword, renders. the DYengaging, or making d 


uit or offenſivePart, 

that hereby, the ordinary Method is quite renverſed, and it 

place of the Purſuit being quick, and the Parade uncertain 

whereby a Man's Life was in continual hazard, the Purſuit i 

now rendered flow, and the Parade a grear deal more certain, 
a 


was my whole and only aim; and which I hope, will meet with 
an Approbation as general, as the Parade or Defence flowing 


more in Commendation of it here, having done ir ſufficiently 


he Plate, to which I refer the Reader; and which J take 


to be a ſufficient Warrand for all I can poſlibly offer, or fax 
CCC 


„„ 
Of Feints, | 


"A HFintis much of the ſame Nature with: Caveating or 
Diſengaging, and is a Motion, whereby a Man's Ad- 
verxſary with any kind of age om endeavours,, either 
only to make an Open upon him, whereby: he may. have an 


great danger, which 


Chap. IV. Of Fencing, & 99 


| opportunity toThruſt,or to make him believe;that he deſigns to 


give home his Thraſr at one part of the Body, when he really | 


intends to give it in upon another; It is but an uncertain kind 


except when it is preceeded by N on 


As there are two Methods of making of Feints, ſo there 
are ſeveral kinds of Feints, which I ſhall but juſt Name, that 
this may ſerve as a common place, where they may be all 
found at one view ; having biting them exactly in the Scots 
Fencing Maſter, It is certain, that a Man may make a Feint to- 
wards any part of the Body, and in this reſpe&, there may 
be as many Feints, as there are different parts ofa Man's Body 
to aim them at; but as this would but lead Men into Con- 
fuſion, therefore it hath been, thought fit to, reſtri& them, 
chiefly to theſe ſeven following. 25 Ai tir i el 


1%. Tank are the Single and Double Feints within and 
mithout the Sword; for a Triple Feint is not to be made uſe 


of, by reaſon of the great Opportunity, it gives to a Man's 
Adverſary to take Time upon him; which is alwiſe moſt con- 


. 
8 
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Sword or Binding. 


7 | # 


2do. THE Single and Double Feints Above and Without the 
Sword, commonly called the Single and Doable Feints at the 
Head or Eyes. 3 5 . | 
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360. Tux Low Feints at the Bely without the Sword, Single 
an A cnt I CITI 


fo. Tax Single Feint within and Above the Sword, called 
in the Schools Yolte Coupé, but improperly, for the true 
mas : FR IO; 
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veniently done, either upon a Man's Advancing, as he is a tor tal. 
raiſing of his advnced Foot to Approach, or as he is making Iogof _.. 
of any Feint, which is not preceeded, by a Securing of tile 


little more to the Tierce, than when the Feint was made, it is 


will alwiſe terminate, in one of theſe Seven I have named. 


Double Peints VVithont and Above, and Without and Beneath 
the Sword; ſeing many would but Embaraſs a Man, and not 


Parade; and therefore, as J ſaid, a 
. prized, and catch'd upon the performing of them, by a right 
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Name in French is, Botte Coupé; which is as much as to ſay, 
a Thraſt cut ſhort of its expected Reach; for Botte in French 
fignifies a Thruſt ; fo that this Feint being made Within and 
Above the Sword, with the Hand turned a little more in 
Quarte than ordinary, and then inſtantly falling low with 
the Thruſt, towards the Bely, the Sword Hand but altered a. 


very properly denominat a Cat, or Foreſportn d Thruſt ; be. 
cauſe the Feint, which was expected to be the motion of the 
Thruſt, is ſtopt, and converted into a Thruſt at the Beth, 
Within and Below the Sword. eee | | 
Trrss are the moſt frequently practiſed Feints, in the com- 
mon Method of Fencing, and altho, a Man may invent many 
more Feints, to other parts of the Body, yet the moſt of them 


But indeed, this New Method T am now upon, will not well 
admit of ſo many, for TIreſtrict it chiefly, to the Single and 


anſwer ſo well my Deſign, which is to ſet down no Directions 


or Leffons, but what are in a mannerabſolutly neceſſary, + 


Nov, as there are ſeveral kinds of Feizts, fo there are, as 


I before hinted, two Methods of making Feints. The Firſ 


and leaſt ſecure, are theſe I have named, by reaſon that they 
are only ſimple Motions made with the Sword (without be- 
ing preceeded with any Spring, or ſecuringCyroſs upon the Ad- 
verſary's Sword) to Deceive and Cheat a Man's Aderſary, 
out of the Security he puts himſelf into, by keeping a good Po- 
Rure of Defence, from whence he war gs. a firm and ſure 

an may be readily ſur- 


triſted time; whereas the Second, and moſt ſecure Method of 
making Feints is, by firſt engaging as it were 1 
1 „ „Mor 
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| Sword, either by Binding or a ſpringing: Croſs, which are 


much àbout one, before a Man attempt to make either his 
Single or Double Feint, for by thus ſecuring of his Adverſary s 


Sword, before he make his Eeint, he not only in a manner 


makes good the deſign of his Feint, whether Single or Double, 
but alſo my much incapacitats his Adverſary,trom . catching 


oc 
- 


him upon Time; therefore, if a Man will make uſe of Feinrs, 


let him make chiefly uſe of theſe laſt mentioned, which are al- 
wiſe preceeded by à Beat, Binding, or a ſpringingCroſs;and then 


he may venture upon them, not only with the more Confidence 


& aſſurance, but alſo rely upon them for a greater Succeſs, than 
if he ſhould Wholly attempt them, without any ſuch Pre- 
engagement of his Adverſary's Sword. 


Tukxx is alſo another Point in Relation to Feints, which 
deſer ves to be decided; and that is, whether a Man in mak- 
ing of his Feints, ſhould accompany each Motion of his 


Sword with an Appel, as the French call it, or with a Beat u- 


pon the Ground with his advanced Foot, or not ? 


Tuosk who are for it, aſſert, That the Appel or Challenge 


of the advanced Foot, ſurprizes a Man oft. times more, than the 
Motion of the Sword, and ſo obliges him more certainly to 
give an Open, than if the Feint were only performed with the 
Sword alone; becauſe that Motion, may be ſometimes ſo very 
quick and fubtile, as ſcarcely to be decerned; whereas the 
Noice of the Adverſary's Foot upon the Ground, when the 
Challenge or Appel is given to anſwer it, is a kind of Adver- 


tiſement and. Allarm, which a Man can ſcarcely reſiſt or re- 


train from anſwering, 


To giue my Opinion in this matter, I think both Methods 


are good, according to the Adverſary-thata Man hath to deal 
1 jor it it be with an unskilful Perſon, then certainly an 
Appel or Challenge, ſometimes with the Foor, * 
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the Motion of the Sword, can never do prejudice, but ra- 
ther make the Allarm the ſtronger, whereby the Open will 


be the more readily given. 


Bur if the Adverſary be an Artif, and eſpecially if the 
Engagement be upon the Street, or in the Fields, then, in 
both theſe Caſes I am altogether againſt the Appel, or Mot ion 
of the advanced Foot, accompanying the Motion of the Feint, 
ne HS one ore he, 


FVirſt, The Appel or Motion with the Foot, certainly re. 
tards the ſwiftneſs of the Feint, which being thus rendered | 
flow, makes the Thruſt long a coming home, and ſo will but | 

very rarely take againſt a good Artiſt; and that it does | 
retarde the Motion of the Feint, is what cannot be denyed, | 
by any having the leaſt K 80 in Fencing : - For. it is l 
moſt eyident, that a quick and ſwift handed Artiſt, is capable 
from the Quarte Guard, without the Appel or Motion of his 
advanced Foot, to make ſo ſubtile a Feint, that it ſhall ap- 
pear but as the twinkle of #1 Eye, and not take half the 
time, that a Man muſt of neceſſity take to raiſe his Foot, and 
ſet it down again, which he mutt do in an Appel. * 


Secondly, If the Engagement be upon the Street, or in the 
Fields, then, the Appel or Allarm of the Advanced Foot, i 
ſtill of leſs uſe; becauſe in this Caſe it cannot be heard, as 
upon a Fencing- School Floor; and therefore all it would ſigni 
fy, would be to render {low the Feint, and thereby give a 
Man's Adverfary,the better Opportunity to Parie it. : 


Fxom whence I conclude, that when a Man deſigns only 

to make a Slow Feint, as ifsit were to Sift, and Try his Adver- 

fary, to know how they will take with him; in that Caſe, 

he may accompany the Motion of his Sword-Hand, with that 0 
4 h | e N 25 7 Aps 1 


a 


8 


a 

conde, I ſo much commend ; by reaſonjof the great Angle it 
makes with the Adverſary's Sword, which certainly retards- 
them: and therefore the conſtant uſe of it, is an excellent 
Contrary to Feints; by reaſon of its Sloping Point, for which 
it ought ,to- be mightily Valued, and Eſteemed before. any 
other G4ard whatſoever ; eſpecially, ſeing this Sloping Po. 
tion of it, anſwers exactly the greateſt Contrary, Which the 
French Maſters have, againſt the common Feints Within and! 
S Without the Sword, when they order alwiſe their Scholars, u- 

pon variety of their Adverſary's Feints, either to: take time 
and:Thraſt out upon him, or otherwiſe to Baiſſer la Pointe, or 
| flop their Swords Point; in my Opinion, the much more: 

Rational, as well as Secure Direction, and Contrary of the: 

WO. „ . 


| 5 f EY * | 0 | | 
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of Time: 
. Of Time, 


the Lan of Sword- Men, by Time, is not meant that: 

eee ee, Moments, whereof our ſhort duration in: 
this World is compoſed; for certainly in this Acceptati- 
on, there can he neither Motion, nor Thruſt, but what is truely: 
.. ˙ A IRRIR SANWEore. 
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Leſſon or Thruſt,while his Adverſary is not as yet Thraſting, or 
2525 the preventing of oor? lr by wounding him and 
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ed upon the firſt moving ot the Adverſary s advanced Foot. 


Time; ſo in my Opinion, there is nothing more uncertain 
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. Practice. 


ſure, except it be from the Riſpoſte, or that he oppoſe his 


evident and unneceflary Danger, does a Man expoſe himſelf 


lealt Securing of the Adverſary's Sword? 


1 
. 


of Time required, wherein to execute them; but by Time in 
the Art of Fencing, is underſtood, a certain e ck 
a Man takes the benefit of, either to perform ſome kind of 


ſaving of him ſelf, in the very ſame inſtant of Time, that his Ad. tl 
verſary is Advancing upon, or Thruſting at him, and this with- 


out ſo much as offering, firſt to Croſs or ſecure his Adverſary's 


Sword, before he attempt it; and it is alwiſe as J ſaid, perform- 


Now, as there is nothing more commendable in an expert 
Sword Man, than his never loſing, but upon the contrary, his 
performing alwiſe his Deſigns, upon the Firſt kind of Artificial 


and dangerous, than for a Man frequently. to make uſe of 
this Laſt, for Prevention; yea, Tam fo much againſt it, that 
whatever may be allowed to a Man, for his Divertiſement in 
School-Play, yet in an Occaſion, the taking the ee of 
it, ought to be ſo much condemned, that in ſuch a Juncture, 
it ſhould not be ſo much as thought of, let alone put in 
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Fox even in taking the Firſt kind of Time, no Man can be 


left Hand, but he may receive an Exchanged Thra#, before he 
recover toa Poſture of Defence, from his Diſcharged Ti hrauſt; 
how much uncertainty then muſt there be, and to how much 


in an occaſion with Sharps, by making uſe of the Laſt and 
moſt uncertain kind of Time, which is performed, without the 


I know that the taking this kind of Time, thoꝰ moſt Dan- 
gerous, is much approved of, and admired by many, even 
% great 


* ! T TT. - Ds - 


1 
* 


% 


_ a * 2 1 F 88 vo rn r K WET 
ad raed : 2 %% ͤG. . ISS n e en ; 
ie Cs 7, / » p - 8 n as 5 RL ; N 

# 8-15 * ” * . 
, — x 2 : * u Y 2 * 
— / . " © 
- 
* ; : 
«5 L f : 
4 0 : 
's þ 
at ®. "FA 5 
1 7 — 71 22 2 N 
; * 4 * 1 Mt 
7 ol - x Wy s . * Ps 
F £ 8 a % q : * 
J 25 18 55 7 A S bd.” 3 r 5 4 "4; 1 * * 4 
* gt V „% VE 48. % OW 8 xt * 0.” T n * 
= \ 5 £ - * ( $8 * 


, 


; their 8. 4 


: 14 4.7 — fa Gind 511 4 


Deceitful, and Dangerous kind of Play, eſpecially with Sharps, 
which: does many times occaſion. the loſs of Men's Lives; 
many People, by reaſon of the wrong Nation they have of it, 
being frequently induced to make ule of it, even with Sword 


have any nee tear Lives, that in an Occoſian with Sharps, 
they never ſo much asnhink ( except upon the greateſt Pinch 
| imaginable.) of Ihnuſting upon Time; that is, without fir 


out gf the way, by a Springing Beat before they Thruſt 
themſelves; it — for any Man to venture upon 


it, without at the lame time bazarding his Life, and in a 


* 


upon Time, never take place, (except, as I ſaid, upon a great 
Neceſſity,) but only ſor a Man's Divertiſement, When he is 
Aſaulling in the Schools; and eyen then, let it he accompany- 
el with the aſſiſtance of the left Has 


all kind of Humors Mtioever, 9s ain 


their Honour agd Lives. 
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 Tyzxzronz, Wholly, difspproving of ſuch aa Uacentain, 


r the better Preſervation of 
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great Maſters in this Art ad tar my own part, I with them 
good Succeſs in it, but ſhall never adviſe my Friends to make 
uſe of it out of an Aſſauiting School, unleſs they intend, that 
their Life hall he of as ſhort continuance, as the uncertain 
Time, wherein they deſigued. to hereave their Adverſaries of 


in Hand; L earneſtly recommend to all Skilful Perſons, who A laſe Ad- "1 


vice at 


Sharps. | 


of Securing their Adverſary's Sword, or 
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Lx then this Ventarious, Uncertain, and Dangerous Play 


* | "i for the hetter pre- 
venting of a Coutne-tamps, or Euchunged Thraſt: This Ad- 
vice is af very great Importance, to ſugh as intend to become 
truely great Sword. Men, by being Maſters of a firm and ſure 
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/ 4 Contre Temps 
"Thruſt; and bow th 


o 


" ſtood, She's given in at the ſame time that a Man's 

Adverſary Thraſts, which I think but a very imperfe& 
Definition of it; becauſe, certainly for any Man to Thruſt 
without having an Open, as we commonly term it, or ſome 
part of his Adverſary's Body ſo diſcovered, as that he has 
reaſon to make a Thruſt upon it; or without having by the 
Neglect ofhis Adverſary, or by his own forcing it upon him, 
a reaſonable Opportunity to give in a Fr 15 is as much to 


Thruſt in Contre-temps, as to Thraft at the very ſame time, a 
Man's Adverſary is diſcharging of I cd againſt him; and 
ood, every attempt 


"therefore by a Contro- temps is to be under 
to Thruſt, without having a convenient Opportunity offered, 
either voluntarly by ones Adverſary, or thro? 2 
and Neglect; or without having at leaſt forced an Ic upon 
him, which is certainly the ſafeſt of any; becauſe a Man's Ad- 
verſary may diſcover the firſt out of a deſign; but this laſt 
kind of Open, or. Opportunity, is what he cannot prevent, it 
being in a manner altogether forced upon him, and he com- 
pelled to it, quite contfary to his Inclination ; fo. that by 
this Explication;' you fee the Signification of the word Contre- 
temps, is of greater extent, than w hat hath been allowed to 
y moft Maſters : And indeed, nothing diſcovers 
more a Man's Ignorance in Fenciug, than to be frequently guilty 
of offering Thruſts in Coutre- temps, when himſelf hath, neither 
forced not his Adverſary given any opportunity or Open; or 
by alwiſeThraſting upon his AdverſarysThruſt, without offering 
. firſt to Parie; whereby Contre-ſemps and Exchanged Thruſts, do 
moſt frequently follow. 9 F 
Maxy 
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tunity for it, then he certainly Thraſts in Contre:temps, al- 
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Maxx People confound a Contre-temps with an Exchanged 


 Thraft, fancying, that whatever is an, Exchanged Thruft, muſt 
alſo be a Contre-temps, in which they are mightily miſtaken ; 


tho it cannot be denyed, but where. there is a Contre- temps 


made, there may alſo proceed an Exchanged Thraſh from it, 


and vice verſa, a Contre-temps. may be very rightly denominat 


- ſuch, upon the giving of ſome; certain Exchanged Thraſts; 


 ſiriftly Tpeaking, there may be a Contre-temps where there, 
is no Exchange Thruſt ; and an Exchanged [Thruſt given, 


' * U 9 85 gl 4 x a wy 
ot at in Contre-termps „ 
A A, FG a 0 FE: ws 4 * p 2 3 . 1 iS f g 
, TE kh Gee + DS FAO $5 A bo | * p 5 „ We + 4 : 
25 " , i +» „ . f K ; 


84 1 | 
* * 
$6 & 964, © > 2 ; 
4 4 1 1. 4 %; N wi ' 
s upon his 


# 
4 


= 
# 
f * 
5 4 
18 4 * 
* 6 


out any deſign, or having the leaſt oppor- 


tho no Exchanged Lhraſt follow. upon it: Again, When a 
Man's Adyerſary Thraſts upon him, and wounds him; yer 
he, before his Adverſary.recovers.his Body, or goes out of his 
Meaſure, gives home a Thruſt upon him, whereby he wounds 
his Adverſary ; in this caſe it cannot be denyed, but that here 
is a fair Exchanged Thruſt , but I am ſure, without the leaſt 


appearance of a Contre-remps.; for there could not be: a more 


proper opportunity fot him, to return the equivalent of the 


4 * 


Wound he received, than in the time his Adverſarys 1 7 80 
was recovering, from his Thraſt, with which he had wound- 
ed him; and with which his Adverſary s Body was certainly 
diſordered, not only aß lie gaxe it in, but allo in the recover- 


_ F h( . B d . 4 0 P 5ſt Ar A f ' efence er it # | « 
ing of the Body, ig a Poſture of Defence alter it. 
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Bur to make this yet more clear, you are to know, that 
there are Three very different kinds of Thruſts, which any 
Man may receive upon his Purſuit, beſides that upon Time, 
and which tew Maſters know how to (at leaſt do not) di- 
ſtinguiſh as they ought; . Neglect, e | 
"DUB 008 Oe ITY a 1 


falſe definition, of a true Contre-temps; and theſe Three 
Firſt, a Thruſt from the true Riſpoſte or Back of a Man's own 
Parade; Secondiy, A Thraſt upon the Adverſary's recovering of 
his Body, or going off when he hath not given the Wound; Aud 
the Third is, an Exchanged Thruſt upon the Adverfary's re. 
covery, or going off after he hath faitly given a Tut or 


108 


. . / 1 | 85 D 
hath been certainly-the riſe of the foregoin 
f 


aeg of the 


Wound: Now you ſee all theſe three Thruſts differ, and yet 


| ory are taken by many, for one and the ſame kind of Thraſt, 
and 


except that from the true Riſpoſte, go for the moſt part 


under the Name of aContreszmpe;wheteas there is nothing more 


falſe, becauſe the other two Times for returning aThruſt,have not 


| 2 nothing of a Contrertemps in them, but are alfo very true 
and good Times, to return and repay the equivalent, of what a 


Man may have received from His Adverfary; ſo that it is 


Hereby very evident, chat'a true Contre-remps, and an Earhang. 
ed Thruft, are not alwiſe one aud the fame thing, altho' 


ſometimes they indeed are; and therefore I judged it not a 


mis to diſcover this Diſtinction, which many have hitherto 


Diſputed. . 


| I retnember alſo, that T have often, Heard it Debate; Whe- 
ther or not, an Ignorant could poſſibly takæ Fime, and con- 
ſequently give an Artiſt a Contretemps; it was my Opinion, 
and ſtill is, That no Man altogether ignorant of the Art of 
the Sword; can either certainly take a true Time upon an 
Axtiſt, or Contretemps him; and my Reaſon for it was, that 


being ignorant of, and not ſenſible when his Adverſary gave 


Opens to him, he could not reap. the Advantage of theſe Op- 
portunities. e eee 


Bur to be ingenuous, this, is but e Tip Quibll; 
for altho? an Ignorant cannot, as an Ayriſt dot 
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fary%s taking of one againſt him; yet he can do that which 
5 equivalent ; which is, he may either by Chance, Thraſt at 
the ſame time his Adverſary is Thruſting, by which means 
both may come to receive a Wound; or he may Thraſt by 
Chance ſo ſeaſonably, after his Adverſary has ſpent his Thru 
upon him, that before his Adverſary recovers to his Defence, 
he may receive a Thruſt from him; and I hope, a Thraſt is a 
Hruſt, whether it be given by way of Contretemps, or Exchan- 
80 that, if an Ignorant can wound an Artiſt any way, 


tho but by meer Chance, then it is as ridiculous to ſay, thar 
he hath not thereby gained au Advantage over the Artiſt, al- 


Fencing, &c. 
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cho' the Thruſt can neither̃ be ſaid to be given in a trũe Time, 


nor upon a deſigned Contreremps; as it Was folly in a certain 
Perſon, as the Story goes, to be extremely diſſatisfied at him- 

ſelf, becauſe of his wounding his Adverſary with: the Sword-- 
Hind in Quarte;. whereas in his Opinion, the Thruſt. ought: 
to have been given, according to the Rules, with his Swora-- 
Hund eicher in Lierss or Seramnddll s. 


An. this alſo diſcovers, another Miſtake: many Maſters 
are in, who maintain, that a true taken Time hath ho Contra 
7); tis true, ſtrictly ſpeaking, and according. to the: niceſt 
Rule, a true taken Time has no Contrary; but then it may meet 
with: that which is equivalent, that is, with an Eæchanged. 
Thruſt :. For as I ue frac) after a Man hath. taken moſt ex- 
actly and nicely, a true Time upon his Adverſary, yet if he: 
do not recover quickly enof after his Thraſt, to a true Defence; - 
or more properly defend himſelf, by oppoſing; his Left hand 
in his going off from his Thruſt, he may come to receive a 
Wound; by which it appears, that upon a true taken Time, a: 
Man can receive an Eæchanged Thruſt, which althoꝭ ſtrictly 


Ipeaking, it be no Contrary tot, nor is indeed occaſioned by 
bus taking, of the Time, but by his ſlo w recovering. of him 


ſelf. 
yer 


— 
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yet, ſeing he received it upon that occaſion, it is of the fam Ml 
Nature, with a true Contrary to Time, and brings the ſam: 5. 
prejudice to his Perſon as 'it Were one, or as if the taking ve 
this dangerous and uncertain Time, had been the cauſe. of it; tt 
For Wounds are ſtill Mounds, let a Man receive them as he Ml © 
will; and altho' they may differ, with reſpeQ to the artificial Ml 
Diſtinction given to them, by ſome too too nice, and critical Ml tt 
Artiſts, which at beſt, is but a jangle of Words; yet upon the 1 
Matter, by their Effects, and with reſpect to the Perfon who 
has the misfortune to receive them, they are the very ſame, at ly 
if they were true Contrarys to the taking of Time, and do alike b 
' Bar many times, certain and inevitable Death along with 
1 d ̃ ̃ TY 457: 33333 ü 
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TukREFORB, wholly diſapproving of ſuch Quibbling and Fal 
lacious Diſtinctions, which are of no other uſe, but to deceiye 
People many times out of their Lives; I wiſh, Sword -- Mes 
would rather endeavour to ſupport, and defend their Art by 
ſollid Reaſoning, and a firm and ſecure. Method of Play, thai 
by ſuch weak Sophiſins; which in place of SOCOUTABINS.00 a0 
 _ vantaging; do rather a great deal of prejudice, both to the 4%, 
» andthole who proſeſs ict. d winyo Bib cuir it: G 
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D VARTING and Volting, being both of them per- 
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ormed upon Time, and alſo off the ſtreight Line; the 

Firſt, by Volting or turning the Body backwards, u- 

pon the Foot next one's Adverſary, as the Center, giving him 

a at the fame time the Thruſt, (and oppoſing the Leſt-hand to 

prevent a Contretemps) in the time the Adverſary is either pal: 

_ ling; or giving in a Plain Thruſt Mithin, or Withoat the ene 1 
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which-ar the moſt” proper times for this Leſſon. And the 


Second, by making a kind of Circular leap, toward the Ad- on 


verſary's Left-ſide in giving in the Tyraſt, as he is alſo ei- 
ther a Paſſing, or Thrauſting upon you; I place them in the 
ſame Categorie with Time, and adviſe no Man, to make 
uſe of either of them upon an Occaſion, unleſs, that by his 
thus ventorious and dangerous turning from the : ſtreight 
Line, (the only true Line at Sharps, when a Man is not 
to break Meaſure) he reſolye, to have his Soul very quick- 
ly and ſuddenly turned out, of its fickle and Circulating Ha- 
bitation. 11111 il rao. 


Fox certainly, ſuch an uncertain, dangerous, and Pyroi- 


ting kind of Play, is only proper for a School Aſſault, and can 


never be approved of at Sharps by any, but ſuch, whoſe Judg- 
ments are as little to be relyed upon, as the fickle, dangerous, 
and uncertain P/ay, which they ſo fervently, but indeed moſt 
unreafonably Patronize: So I leave them to enjoy their be- 
loved Opinion, in which, altho' I may wiſh them, yet I 
am certain, they can never have very great Succeſs; eſpeci- 
ally in an Occaſion ; wherein it is not poſſible for any Man to 
be too wary, and ſecure in the Method of his Parſuir, be- 
cauſe of the bad Conſequences which may attend it, were it 
otherwiſe; that is, being dangerous as Well as uncertain, by 


running all upon taking of Time, or Dequarting alone; or 


Dequarting and Volting after other. All very diverting Leſ- 
ſons indeed with Foils in a School, but moſt uncertain and 
dangerous Parſuits, at Sharps in the Field: Beſides, that the 
Thruffs commonly delivered from them, are” ſo feeble and 
weak, that they are many times ſcarcely capable, of pier- 
cing to the Ribs, far leſs thorow them, or the Cartilage of 


the Breaſt; the ordinary parts People plant at, 3 very 
diſadvantageouſly ) according to the common 


irectons ſor 


Planting : whereas I never value a Thraft, but what by the 
ſmartneſs and ſtrength of it, is capable to enter — 4 
* ; 5 Op W 8 


4 


112 Hopes nem Merbod, 
leaſt ſive or ſix Inches; and even a ee 
or Cartilage, ſhould it meet with them in its Pa 


Fox this ftrong, and Manly Method of Thraft ings not only 
penetrats to the quick, but even to the Noble and Inward 
Parts; whereas, the other upon Time, is in a manner on- 
ly Superficial and Scurfing; that is, more proper far Diver, 
4 — an Aſſawr, than tor obtaining a juſt Satisfaction iy 
the Field, e 8 


* 
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AVING diſcovered the uncertainty and danger, 2 
well of Playing frequently off the Streight Line, by 
\ Dequarting or Volting, as of much uſing, what Ar- 
tiſtscall Taking of Time; and diſſwaded People from the fre. 
quent Practice of either, eſpecially at Sharps; I fhall now 
proceed to a Term of Art, from whence, a much more ſecure 
and ſafe Method of Purſuit does flow, than from that of either 
taking of Time, Dequarting, or Volting; and it is Binding, 
Securing:or Croſſing the Sword with a Preſſure, accompanied 
with a ſpring from the Mreſt, as it is a performing. as 


CA 


You are toknow, that by theſe Three different Words, 1 
mean one and tire ſame thing; and as the Play flowing from 
this, is Diametricall ander that of Taking Time, ſo 4s 
that from Time is, 251 have frequently faid,and cannot repeat it 


* 


too often) a moſt uncertain,and dangerous Method of Purſuit, 
this is a moſt Maſterful and Secure one; for, unleſs a Man by 
ſome kind of Craſi, Secure as it were, or render his Adver- 
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ſary's Sword incapable to offend him, during the time of his 
performing a Leſſon upon him, it is impoſſible for him to be 
certain; but that he may receive from his Adverſary, ei- 
ther a Fortuitous Contre-temps, or an Exchanged Thruſt, before 
the Recovery of his Body, or going off after a Thruſt; But if 
he diſorder his Adverſary's Sword, by Beating it with a Croſ- 
ſing kind of Spring, out of the Streight Line, before he deli- 
ver his own' Thraſt, then he may look upon himſelf in ſuch a 
Condition, as that he may ſafely perform his deſigned Leſſon, 
and that till with the more certainty, if it be Judicially ac- 
companied at the time of its delivery, with the oppoſing of 
the Left-hand- VC 


Ix this excellent Method, of Craſing with a Spring the Ad- 
verſary's Sword, before the performing moſt Leſſons, does 
wholly conſiſt the Trae and Safe Method: of Fencivg, eſpecially 
in an Occaſion, And whatever Leſſons are not preceeded by this, 
are not to be reputed of any Security; ſo that a Man can ne- 
ver attempt the performing of them, particularly thoſe upon - 
Time, but at the ſame time he mightily expoſes himſelf: 
Whereas, by his firſt Binding, or Crore his Adverſary's 
Sword with a kind of Spring, he is much more Secure, and 
in a manner Defended, in the very time that he is Offending, 
by rendring his Adverſary in ſome meaſure incapable, not on- 
ly to Offend him in the time of his Purſuit, but alſo himſelf 
better prepared for his own Defence; which he is not at all, 


when he Plays upon TimmeqG.. 


Bxksipks, it is worth Obſervation, that, when a Sword- A good 
Man who underſtands it, quitts this ſecure Method of Play eee ee 
from Binding, or Securing his Adverſary's Sword, and offers Advice. 
frequently at the Catching him upon Time, eſpecially at Sharps, 

itis I ſay, a very ſhroud Token, that he is brought to a great 

Pinch; and being ſenſible, that he is not capable to make 

good, either his Porſuir or * according to true nd : 
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becauſe of his own: Imperfeftion : therein, is therefore reſol. 


ved, by thus abandoning. it, to rely more upon Chance than 
Skill, either for his own Prelervation, or for the overcoming 


his Adverſary. A Method 19 very uncertain: and deſperate, 


that it ought not to be ſo much as thought :of, far leis put in 


Practice by a good Sword-Man, until he bs reduced 0 the 
greateſt Extremity, and as it were, beyond the very utmoſt 


Limits of all true Art and Stil, ſo that it can be of no uſe to 


him; which is a Circumſtance not to be ſuppoſed : Becauſe, 


when a Man fails in the certainty of his Defence, it proceeds 
alwiſe from his own frail Weakneß and Ma/adroirneſs;: and 


- Wholly to a 


much 


uſeful Pre- 


cautions 


ing with 
Saſety. 


never from any imperfection or unſufficiency in the 4rtzwhich 
if judiciouſly put in practice, is undoubtedly capable to furniſh 
a true and moſt certain Defence. Beſides, that it is always 
more ſure, as well as more reaſonable, for a Man {© far as be 
can, to 4 Sr) by the Principles and true Rules of Art, than 
who andon them, and by frequent catching at Time, 
inconſideratly ſubmit himſelf, for his preſervation or Victory, te 
the uncertain Determination of a blind and fortuitous Chance, 

13 
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now, that the great Objection, made by ſome People, 
particularly thoſe Time - C aschers, againſto che trequens uſe of 
Binding is; That when a Man in performing it, cleaves 100 
0 his Adverſary's Sword, be is liable ro his Adverſe 
ry's S/zppirg. of him, and conſequently, of receiving either a 
Flain Thraff, or one from à Fiat: But this Objection is eaſily 


ro moſt anſwered ; For Firſi, It ought to he A Man's aliiefelt Care, 
who makes much uſe of Binding, to prevent as 7 55 as poſ- 


for Bind- ſible his Adverſary!'s $/ipping;ot bis Sword, while he is in that 


Action, which he may:eably do, if he penſanmi it with Ju ag 


ment, and witha Spring ing Motion as I faid; of the Wreſt, 


fo that he ſuffer not his Sword, | 10. go 100 far from che 
ſtreight Line of his Advertar y's Body. Herondlyz It thro es- 
gerneſs, he do Cleaye a little more to his Adverfary's Sword 
chan is needſul, yet he ought always to be ſo ready. with ahe 


Crefs, 


ap IV. 
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. ſcape in Fncim, according to its ſtricte 
. ̃ ͤ . , 
Bur Why ſhould we be furprized, at 


for the mot part ſo q 


| SubjeQts, That it i fur more Eaſie to 
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Croſs, or Circulating Contre«daveating Parade, as ſtill to be in 
readineſs to meet with, and Cres his Adverſary's Sword, 
ſhould he offer to Slip him when he is going to Bind; and 
whoever neglects theſe two moſt oſekal Precytition in Binds 
ing, of Secuf ing liis Adverſary's — is guilty ofa groſs E. 
Rules. „ SF 4 Se v4 * ; 


241 . . „ 
T Why ſhould we be furprized, at Peoples making ma- 
ny Times great Eſcapes in Fenoing, contrary to all its ſafe 


Imjunkkions and excellent Rules? efpecially, when what they 


are to exccute eitlier o "_ of Prevention,” or othet wile, is 
oft pa ick and ſudden, that · they Have ſcarce- 
ly time allowed them for a Thought, far leſs to Confider and 
Reflect upon what ought to be done, according to its niceſt 
Rules; when eyen the beſt of Men, make frequently groſs, 
and moſt unaceountable Eſcapes in point of Morals, notwith- 
ſtanding of their having the · Opportunity and time, for a ſe- 
date and ſerious Reflection, whereby they might with the 
more eaſe prevent them. The Proverb then'is but too gene- 
rally true, and holds no leſs in Fuucing, than in other 
[ | give, than to take or follow, 2 
11 
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and Counſe. 
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Sxixe then, the frequent taking of Time, is not only un- 
certain, but meſt dangerous in an Occaſion, where a Man's 
Life is at Stake, And aa a Manby ſo doing, bids in a man- 
nor, a voluntar Aden, - to all Trae and Sure Art, by Funding, 
as we ſay, At Random or Heprhazard, and without the leatt 
Certainty; T'fay, ſeing this Huzardons, or rather Lottery Me- 
thod'of Play, ( for it deſerves no better Name) is ſo very 
little to be retyed upon, eſpecially at Sharps, becauſe of its 
ticklenefs and uncertainty; may tlie Security proceeding from 
a Sprimping Croſs upon your Adverſary's Sword, commonl 
called Binaing, higlily recommend to you, notwithſtanding 
of the: former Weak Objection, the frequent Practice of it 
. 185 2 5 | here. 
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416 Hope's nem Method, Chap. IV. 
whereby you will not only prevent many a Contre-temps, and 
even 72 5 0 77 Thruſt, before Recovery, or going off after 


your Thraft, but alſo an as That, which is the chief Scope 
and Deſign, not only of this Eſſay, but truely allo of the whole 


Offence, and A Firm, Vigorous, ana Secure D 
alt neceſſarly requiſite before a Man can juſtly pretend to that 
very Deſireable and much wiſhed for, but indeed rarely de- 
ſerved CharaQter, of being 1 5 2 a 9 * Maſter, of the 
moſt Noble, Heroick, and truely Uleful Art of Defence. An 
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judiciouſly; and which is contemned by none, but ſuch as are 
wholly ignorant and deſtitute, not only of its Worth and Uſe, 
but Tar that Couragious Boldneſs and Aſſurance, it 
gratefully beſtows, upon all who admire and with Judgment 
practiſe it. „ „ 


Fon what I have ſaid more relative to Binding, and which 

is very material to be known, I remit the Reader to the 
Terms of Art, Fort and Foible, explained in the 3d. Article of 

The dif. this Chapter. As for Beating, the difference betwixt Binding 
icrence and it, conſiſts chiefly in this, that Binding is performed not 
Binding only with a kind of Spring, but alſo a Man in performing it, 
and Beat · keeps by, and engages (by a kind of Preſſare ) more his Ad- 
'"5 vyerſary's Sword than when he Beats; for which Rea ſon Bind. 
ing is moſtly proper, when a Man intends to become the Pur. 
ſuer : Whereas Beating being performed by a kind of Ferk, or 

Dry Stroak, it 1s chiefly deſigned for the Defenſive Part or Pa. 

rade, that ſo a Man may return the quicker Riſpoſte from it; 

ſeing his Sword if the Beat be rightly performed, will in 

ſome meaſure rebound as it were, from his Adverſary's Sword, 

and ſo aſſiſt him to make the quicker Riſpoſte; beſides, that 

this Jerk or Dry Beat upon the Parade, forces the Adverſary's 
Sword conſiderably out of the Streight Line, which makes t 


Art it ſelt; that is, A Judicious, Safe, and Regular Method of 
fence which are. 


Art poſſeſſed by very few, tho coveted by many; An An 
that will never deceive or fail any, who practiſe it truely and 
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| Riſpoſte ſtill the more certain; and which cannot be done 


with near that Certainty nor Strength, with «he Ordinary 
French Parades, Within and Without the Sword from the Quarie 
Guard, which is the Reaſon I ſo much condema them in an 


Occaſion. hy {4 


Fama 


THexE are two kind of Beats, the Firſt is performed with Tuo kind 
the Foible of a Man's Sword, upon the Foible of his Adverſa- of Beats. 


oy ; which in the Schools is commonly called Baterie, from 
the French Word Batre, and is proper enof to be made uſe 
of upon a Man's Parſuit, to make an Open upon his Adverſa- 


ry; but this is not com parable to Binding for this purpoſe, be- 


cauſe, this Baterie is not only performed at a pretty Diſtance, 
and not at Half-Sword, but alſo puts the Adverſary's Sword, 
only a little out of the Streight Line of the Body, ſo that he 
quick brings it in again; whereas Binding being per- 
0 


* 


rmed not only with 


only true and certain Method upon a Man's Parſuit, to force 


an Open upon his Adverſary; and therefore I much preferr 
firſt kind of Beating, which goes under the Name of 


it to this 
Baterie, 
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Tux Second and beſt kind of Beat, is performed with the 


Fort of a Man's Sword, upon the Foible of his Adverſary's, 
not with a Spring as Binding is, but with a 1 or Dyy Beat, 


and is therefore moſt proper for the Parades Without or Within 
the Sword, as I ſaid; becauſe of the Rebound a Man's Sword 


has thereby from his Adverſary's, whereby. he procures to 
himſelf the better and ſurer Opportunity of Riſpoſting ; altho? 
it may be alſo. made uſe of in the Purſuit to force an Open, as 
well as Baterie; but neither of them being © SOPs or rather 
Forcing, as Binding; I therefore prefer it far to eithe 


for the procuring an Open from the Adverſary upon a Par-. 
fait ; And this Second kind of Beat ( that is with the Furt upon. 


E Spring, but a kind of Cleaving to, 
or Preſſure upon the Adverlary's Sword; it is therefore, the 
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the Asper y's Foible, or with 1 35 Rur or Jail, "ru 
the other, 51 a good Furs: and firm Parade upon the Ordinary 
Quart Guard; tlie Ordinam or French Parade in in Quarre and 
Naa bl turning f the Wreſt of the Swoyd- Hand, 
without forming this Dry Beat, being moſtfalſe and uncertain, 
el ecially in an Oecaſon when æ Mans Life is at Stake, and 
Where ni his Safety and Preſe ervation, depends in? a great mea fure 
upon his good, firm, ald cef ta in Pivut * nich can only be 

fuch, when! it Is 155 K forming "Cyoſs, with « 
+ po the area Sword, 
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Wa „ 1 l now eonfidet and lay down,” i 

Ru es whereby A Man! is to udge of It; Pi 
av ED A Meſure, which is the Diſtance Barr a a 
Man 1 is Adverſary, is . one of the niceſt, as 


Well alt uſeful Thin S in _o Whole Art of hs Sword; : 


becauſ s Ae underſtanding of it eee may ſave u Man 


many ek from being We 15 his Ader, fo the 
fighting, or not duely opſerving 5 1 that Joſtrels 35 


it Teally tequires, may te e eee 


Ir ſhould be irgfore. the büßte cer Ach bit Sey . | 
Man, to be able to judge e of it to a Nicety © bores, let him 
be never ſo Adrozr and  Nimble, and d 0 Maſt er of a very 
firm and ſure Parade; yet if he fail thuch in 1040 julf Com- 

utation 4 Diſtance, eſpecially y at Shayps, he mn iy Fo e to 


oſe any Benefit he might really have by is . 11 at by 
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reaching him, adhd i Kk pen to 15 out of : 


Hanse, or Without teach. of him: Ta prevent which incon. 


| FEES it Will got he ammiſs, to: lay down: A fe pl Vl. 880 
alia Dünen jor! a Mans more exactly judging of it. 
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4113 mg Ahab Wande i 1 or 


at Sharps, Play: at Ha{f-Swdrd,: thentheres no need of their 


having o great regard to the Hane hetwint them and their 


| Adyerſary;- becauſe in ſuch a Cale, they are always Within 


Meajare of other; g in all! other Merllods Fin, exp 
when Engaged th HSmor d, a Man ig indiſpenſibly ble 
ged to have: 2 and Pub dwener halle 0 25 ex: 
1 85 as poſlible.... harsfo e „ i e ag gant Hog 


$14 . 5 1 N 5 28 6 


- Tas Firſt agel 0 A at ar in \jndgiog of Dita 
is, Whether heis to judge of it, with reſpecl id bis rast ing 
upon his Adverſary, or df his ae Ll s Thrgfting wpan him 


| for althoꝰ it be moſt certain, that a may ſo order it, that 


(upon his Ad verſary's y's Randing fixe pr his G4ard, and only 
dicharging Thruſ at him wirhout the leaſt Approaching ) his. 
Fro cannot reach him; agd:thatneverthelels 5 55 
al be. lik reach af his Adveriary yet the Directions 
for both theſe Circumſtances, are very little different. But 
ſeing I know: this will ſeem a Paradox to many, how a Man 
may ſo onder his Paftiun ro his Adveriary, chat he may 7 
reach his Adverlry; ang yet at The ſame time, his Adyerſar + 
not be in 4 Condiriaig wichdut approaching 0 reach him; 
Iſhall rſt explain how that may: tame $0 paß, before I pro- 
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Tun Secret then conſiſts. in this, when a Mom: 8 to agen 
{et himſelf: ſo as that he may reach his Adyerfaryy and that x ub 
at thè ſame time his A ſball not, without Appr ozghing, in judging = 
reach him; 5 aftey he is on.Gaura, and that: he has as judged of Mea” 


ſures, 


bow lar hochinks * Elongeing may: an, 
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to do which, ſhall be immediatly taught; He muſt- inſtant; 
ly, either by Approaching or Retireing, place his Advanced Leg 
about a Foot without that Diſtance from his Adverſary (for 1 
would not have any Man to.allow himſelf leſs, neither is this 
Trick to be ventured upon at Sharps)bringing at the lame time 
his Hind-Leg, or that fartheſt from his Adverſary,within half 
a Foot or thereby, of the other; by zwhich means you may 
eaſily perceive, that having a fuller Elonge to make them ord. 
nary, which is occaſioned' by the nearneſs of his two Feet, he 
will certainly reach his Adyerſary ; ſeeing he judged his Adver- 
ſary's Elonge upon him within a Foot, and that his own E 
longe, not only takes in that Foot, but a full Foot more, an 
5 ee Perion's full Elonge from moſt Guards, being about 
two Foot; whereas, if his Adverſary ſhould have Thr»/ted, he 
would after his Elonge, been about a Foot ſhort of him, ac- 
We to the judged diſtance, and the very ſame may a Man 
Adverſary practiſe againſt himſelf, if he take not Care to pre. 
vent it: Now this being ſo Pretty and Nice a Circumſtance in 
Fencing, and known to ſo very few; Nay, not to many who 
profeſs the Teaching of it, Ijudged the Diſcovery of it would 
not be Ungrateful, eſpecially to ſuch as are Curious, and de. 
ſire to improve themſelves in all the Niceties of the Art: 
{ſhall now proceed to. the Directions for Juaging of Diſtance. 


Direai- In the Firj? Circumſtance, when a Man is to judge di 
ons for it, with reſpect to his own Thruſting upon his Adverſary, he 
bk Piff. is chiefly to conſider two things. The Firſt is, That if he 

ances, and his Adverſary be ſtanding to their ordinary Guards, with. 
out any extraordinary Poſition of their Legs or Sword. Hands 
and that he can over-lap a Foot and a half, or fo, of his Ad- 
verſary's Sword, then he may conclude, that he can reach his 
Adverſary with a full Elonge. The Second is, That even al- 
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tho! he can ſcarcely with the point of his Sword reach that of MW « 
his Adverſary's; yet if his own Feet be very near to one an of tf 
ther, he will ſill 85 


reach his Adverſary 's Body with a os 
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| > back of a of his as from his Ker, 


near to other; for being 0 very gear, it is pol 
105 his Adver- N 


3 being, ſtill upon 90 Ori 
becaſioned by the ottion, 


that of His Advanced; here 


altho?' ſtrictly 
ban be io long ry 1 5 he is u 


i) (> ordinary 
Poſture of a Gu; for no Man can Eloge 


wm longer, than [ pot e Gutrd 


ee i dhe 5 2 Cir? drift the 
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whic 


ny "oy to d decline his Tr n 


8 ppl Me hich his bind rods does 
other; 8 Secondly, As ko 5 Adverſary's Foſction, he ischiefly 
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true anduſeful, would 116 bur berker: The Whole Myſtery 
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W Guan, elch i "BOY 
t his hind Foot, being. "fo Cloſe to 
xcaking, his 


utther” than the 
Aiſtznce betwixt his two. Feet, when, 40 f fall Stretch; © yet 
thus advanced fo near t6 his foremoſt . 
t, cauſes his Stretch to advance ſo much further, than it 
lm ty do upon an Ordinary Poſture, that he thereby reaches 
his Ache which othierwiſe he could not pofn 
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TD REAKING of Mesſure, is but a Genteel Term, Sword-Men 
havegiven toa Moderat Retiring, or Giving of Groand; 
and is no leſs needful to be underſtood by a compleat 


his Adverſary's Thraſt ; than it is abſolutely fit for him to un- 
derſtand exactly the Judging of Diſtance, both to prevent 
his ſpending his own Thraſts in vain, and that he may be with» 
out reach of his Adverſary's, when they are directed 1 7 77 


| i 
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An 1 of it, conſiſts in the exact obſerving, how far your Adverſa- 
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Smord- Man, that thereby in a Strait, he may evite and ſhun 
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upon a Man's Courage; il G7 
fancy a Man is obliged to for bear it, if his Adverſary only 
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him; ſo that in a manner, they mutually depend upon each 
other: rh oma many People have a wrong Notion of 
Breaking' of Meuſure, and look upon it as the ſame with ſtill 


EVE 


Going Back and Loſing of Ground, I ſhall, before I proceed to 


tl 


LY 
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the Directions relating to it, endeavour a li 
celve them. | D | . Va FF 


As there is nothing more unbecoming a Man of Honour, 
and who is dexterous at his Weapons, than an unreaſonable, 


untimely, and prepoſterouſly confuſed Retreat, or Trelding of 


# * 


Ground; ſo in the whole Art of Fenc ing, there is not any one 


thing ſometimes of more uſe, and Which diſcovers more of 
a Man's Art and Adroiſs, than a Moderat and Judicious Brea-' 


3 5 enn 
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I know, ſome People have ſuch an Averſion to it, and look 
upon it as ſo Cowardly'a Practice, that they think it reflects 
pon if he give the leaſtGroand; and they 
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call to him to Stand. But ſuch Perſons would be pleaſed to Rea 


e to unde. 
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ſons _ 


; | : | cation of 
being as uſeful a Branch as is in the whole Art: So they may © 


know, that the Breaking of Meaſure neatly and judiciouſſy, aten 


I 
Meaſure, to continue e in one place, and become 


a fixt Butt. for their irregular and violent Purſuit; becauſe 
both of them wes Defences allowed by Art, I know no Rea- 


ſon, why the one ſhould be more condemned as the other; for 
Valour has no doubt its Bounds as well as other Vertues, 
which once tranſgreſſed, the next Step is into the Territories 
of Vice; ſo that by having too large a Proportion of this 
Heroick Vertue, unleſs a Man be very ru es its Li- 
mits, which upon the Confines are very hard to diſcern ; 
ri may very eaſily unawares, run into Temerity, Oſtinacy, and 
b i do OS 


1 


as well call to a Man not to defend by Parade, the Thruſt they * 


deſign againſt him, as oblige him, by forhearing to Break Meaſure. 


. NO. 
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of Conſtancy, hath. a very appoſite Paſſa 
: n ſhall ſet: down 151 his own Word 
Juadg ments, and thoſe none of the Ns TA be E 
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ens and . ad wk. ep» ay £4, A LiLI-. 


void the Danger; and a fooliſh,thing} to boot; tor as: much 
as, by reaſon of the violeogeand. {wil 88 of the Bullets, we 
account it in a manner Senate e; and many a one by 5 ifting 
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his Poſts, Pucking, or Ste aſide R other Motions . 
2 Irreſolution, and Fear, Haber, 10 Flently, ae a by 
s Companions; yet, We haue Examples Where they have 6 
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that he judged pointed directx eee it was well for 
him that he Dacked; for otherwiſe; the Shot, chat only razd 
the top of his Head, 'had doubtleſs hit him full in the Breaſt. 
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in mellies. b y. 2 Cannon, Bullet, as 7 Was a: Bemqupting his 
t WM Grace the Duke of. Mas thorough but it ſeems, he was then 
on, WM more intent upon the Preſervatinn of his General's Life, than 
15 Ml upon: the, Saving. SOFA, 5p gn oh 3 
ne to be no leſs a Jaihful b a Man of true Genero: 
ty and Honour, for wi 1 d Name will fd, Recerded 
tes Wl to Poſterity, as Well as his Grace 8, Tor: the Glory of that 
a great Victory obtained over the French, Wherein he ſhowir 
at ed himſelf to be no leſs Brave and Foreward, than For tunate, 
of But to. return, however. ſuck, col ſarey 40d Irxeſolute 
as like Motions may b condemned, in Ferſons Who ers abli- 
E eed to engage in a. Body witl ben en particulat! Vin Officers, 
Pho have the Conduct and Ch; 1 Leadipg on their Sd 
bers committed. to them, on Of Commanding in a Detachs 
nr Wl men; by, reafon.thax ir gui not only. give 4 bad Ex 
he o their Fellow. Sold lers, But alſo + mean. bj/reaſon-of 
ot Wl fuch conkinual irregular, Motions, an d Inconſtaney, to br 

en chem into Confuſion, z; andralſo, that the ſame kind of Mo! 
a+ Wl tion, by which Fortune fayoure deen, 


them evite the Shot at time, may, bea means at another me 
as well, e ee its yet in. 


8 ©! ſingle Combat with; Fire Arms, either a- Font or Abele, 
ns chat Fixednęſs and Conſtaney of Bady, is in my Rs, 


no more to be required, Maſi it is in a:Duel-or-Rencoutiter 
ve Wl vith Swords: Anf 
„ to be taken, 38. ff ae Þ ith; Judgment 49d that prer 
1 I fence W ure ib nl y, may. be 
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very uſeful (I will not fay certain) to make any Man « h. 
great deal more difficult Aim to ſhoot at, than otherwiſe he 8 


would, did he altogether neglect them. 


AND now, ſeing I am upon Fire-Arms, I think it will M2" 
be neither improper, nor unacceptable to' to the Reader, to Ha 
make a {hort Digreſſion, wherein T'ſhalll give three or four Ale 
of the very beſt Rules that I know, for his more dexterous ha 
Behaviour, when he ſhall be obliged either to make uſe of his W'<* 
Piſtol, in place of his Sword; or of both immediatly after 

other. 4 have, it's true, been many particular as to this Point 
in The Scots Fencing Maſter, to which J alſo refer him; but 
hower, that ſhall not make me omit” at preſent, any thing 
that is abſolutly neceſſary in ſuch an Occaſion; beſides, that 
wy Directions now, differ conſiderably from what 1 gave 


I do it alſo the more willingly, becauſe good ' Sward 
Men are frequently threatned with it, as if a Man's being a 
Good Sword Man, Aan be ine itt him from being 

likewiſe a Good Mars. Man; altho, according to the nice Rules 
of giving Satisfaction, I ſee no Tye, nor Point of Honour o- 
bliging any Man, more to Anſwer his Adverſary with Fire- 
Arms, il his Adverſary pretend to any Advantage by them, 
than his Adverſary was obliged to Anſwer him, with the 
Meapon he is moſt dexterous at: But the perſon who receives 
the A a TO alwiſe Maſter of making choice of his Wea- 
4 w_ which wholly removes that Debate ; therefore I would 
uſefulAd- have every Sword=Man ſo Adroit, not _— his Weapons, 
vice to all but alſo withFire-Arms,that he may never be taken at aDiſad» 
nen. vantage, let the Arms pitch't upon be what they will. The Di- 
rections I am to give, will be alſo very uſeful in Pickeering, 
( which altho* now 'a-days much out of Faſhion, yer a Man 
may come to be engaged in it,) and therefore upon that Ac- 
count, they are not to be contemned nor neglected, ef] gt 
(12) 5 N 8 y 
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ly by thoſe who Serve in the Army, whether Horſe or Dra- 
goons, as well Officers as others. 


— 


Ix the Firſt place then, (after you have drawn your Sword, Eicelent 


vi and hung it by a Riband upon the Wreſt of your Sword-. Diretii- 
in Hand; Cock'd. both your Piſtols, which I alwiſe ſuppoſe Fighting - 
ur are in good Trimm; and put one of them into your Bridle. with 


hand, betwixt the Fore-finger and Thumb, for your greater Sword & 


15 readineſs to make uſe of it, when the firſt Piſtol ſhall be diſ- "corn 
frer charged, which before Fireing, you are to keep with its Foor or 
in Muzle up; and put youf Horſe to a gentle Hand- Galip for En- rief 
bil 71 5 never advance upon your Adverſary with a full Body, 

ing but alwiſe with your Side towards him, Which will make 

hat your Body but half the Aim it would be, did you come up 


jull Breaſt upon him; for which end it will be fit, to keep your 
Horſe's Side, not his Head, as much towards your Adverfary 

as poſſible, and ſo ma ke your Horle advance Side. ways upon 
him; therefore in this Caſe, a ready and well Mouth'd Horſe 
is moſt neceſſary and uſeful. And when a Man cannot have 
the Conveniency of ſuch a Horſe, my Advice to him is, not 
to let him go off the Tor ; becauſe in ſuch a JunRure it is 


10 much ſafer, that a Man be Maſter of his Horſe, than his 
i ſe Maſter of him; which if he ſhould be put to a Gallop, 
m. be might (not being well Mouth'd, ) very probably be. 
5 SECONDLY, You are not only to Advance Side ways 


upon your Adverſary, but you are allo to do it in a Ser- 


. . ; * j 
by pentine Line, and not in a ſtreight one; that is, you are to 
ads to the other, about two or three of his Lengths each time, ac- 


ording to your Diſtance, but ſtill with his and your Side re- 
ſpecting your Adverſary, and not with a full and open Body. 


THIRDLY, vou are to endeavour as much as poſſible, to 
attack your Adverſary alwiſe upon that fide, oppoſite to the 
rewith he holds his Piſtol, which will likewiſe 
_—_ 5 ” Cs 1 | much 
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müch ſurpiize him; and make His Aim the tore uncertaly 

not being accuſtomed to ſhogt' over His Left- Arm; and there 

fore to be dexterous your ſelf in that way of Shooting, accu- 

tom your felf much to the ſhooting at a Mark, 'both' a- Foot 

And Horſeback, witll your oppoſite ide towards the Mark, 

And not that ſide, wich the hand whereof you hold your Pf 

© »  « fol: By Practice, à Man will find this Direction of great uf 

: „ to him. 1 5 74 785 {tl . 5 4 ; „„ . 1 11 | _ 11 Bas Wo 1 1 

e 410-26 Rah iht i dannen, 2 . ab 

-- 1-1 211 FOURTHLY/ Never offer to Fire your ſelf, utitil'you h 

© — | within'rwo-or three Vards at fleft öf your Adveffary, tn 

Teen nearer if you have Reſolution Enof to Wait it; this the 

Fronuh call rer # Brule Pourpoins, or to Finge the Doublet; and 

perform iralw/iſe with a Bh aid — * 0 Arm ſtretchel 
And at full length, whereby” oth 

good Aich, #94 conſequently'# ſure and ble 


Shot; but do it with fo much | judgment and preſence if 


poſſible, that ydu may thereby render your Adverſary's Ain 


bim which you intended: Remembring alwiſe as you pab 
your Adverfary, Whatever fide it be upon, ( altho' T indeed 
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a Will feldoi Fail, to wal! 
4 ody Shot. Firing 
ara greater Diſtance, dur ſpending in'z feier your Si 
in vain; therefore obſerve noronly this of Firing near, bi 
alſo as much as your Courage will permit, keep u \ you 


Mind, as not to give your Advyerlary the leaft Advatitage bf 
ir; therefore, when you come to your true and deſtred Di 
ſtance, Which the nearer the ſurer, diſcharge upon him; And 
When you do intend to keep up your Fire a little, make you 
Horſe perform his Serpentin Motion, as quick and lively a 


fill the more uncertain; until you gain the Advantage d 


prefer the Left )'to cauſe our-Horlſe, a ter His Braſh or Care, 4 
turn ſuddenly again upon him, by a kind of Half. Pyroit, both ti 


prevent his gaming 6f your Rear, and for e n 


gaining of his, which is termed by the French, Gainer li] 
Croupe, and is, When obtain d, a ſingular Ad vantage, if the 
Perſon who has got it, knows how to proſecute it. 77 
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"hs Ke. 5 129 
"FURTHER: it ſhall no, of you have diſchar ed 5 
both your Piſtols, without doing 36 Execution, which wall — 7 
fall out, if you Fire ſo near 25 Terderz then you are immediatly 
to take hold of your Sword, (Which is alread: y drawn 1 
hanging by a Ri nd: upon Your: Wriſt ) and pitch your: felf 


with it to the Hanging. Guard in Seconde, recommended in 


this V Met; for- Which ſee the Flaig at Hg. 14. and 
make uſe of your Ant hogs it, both for. Defence and Offence, . 
according to the Directi ans giyen in the two. following , hap- 
ets, and as aus. Jidgmens thall. direct you; it being: the 
aal zrue and ſafelt Gama, that any Man can peſſibly take 
himſelt to, 'who is engaged Wiel his Sword either fi ingly, os 
in a l ee and Crowd, either a Foot or 
N back, where. th cy commonly come to cloſe Sabre. 
No other Guard in the Sword. for a general Defence, 
a in the leaſt to he compared to it; and therefore I can- 
not but again recommend it te al, derving in the Army, 
who are many times concerned in ſuch Engagements. There 
1 only this one thing to be chiefly. obſerved, that when 
both your Piſtols are Sl iſcharged, and your-Adverfary has 
one of his yet to Fire, that Von are not then in the leaſt to 
heſitate, but with a Sadden Braſh, run Full Tilt at him with 
your Sword; nay man 42 are of Opinion, that at firſt En- 
e it is 40 reat Dit 
and forbear making. uſe of -his Piſtols at 
hen Pa I look. upon to be too W e 
would: alwiſe firſt. make uſe of my Fire. 


/ Yo lis ved 5. 1 67 


. 1 015 y.ſame Directions which L 13 d to be ob- 


bar ani Horſe back, will ſerve. a- Foot, either with Pi. 


"fol or Carabin; only the. better to imitate the Swift Moti- 


on which a> Horſe makes, you are to 
beth own Motion a- Foot; that thereby 4 

e the more uncertain of his Aim, by b | 
him as I fa 88 in a e * and: wich our s 


0 * 


- 


advantage to a Man, thus to make 
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your full Body, alwiſe oppoſite to him. I had almoſt forgot 
to tell you, that whenever your firſt Piſtol is diſcharged, you 
are (that you may loſe no Time) to drop it, and immediatly 
to take the other Piſtol from your Bridle-Hand, and con- 
tinue your Fight according to the former Directions. 


Ne 


* 


By the exact Obſervation of theſe few Directions, iſ a Man 
be a compleat Sword. May, and has allo accuſtomed himſelf 
to Shoot dexterouſly at a Mark, and frequently over his Left 
Arm, he may appear in the Field, with either Sword or Pi. 
_ ftol-againſt any Man: And ſeing, Art can never take away 
or abate Trae Courage, his being likewiſe a good Marks-Man, 
will make his Art in the Sword to be the more beneficial and 
uſeful to him, and prevent People's ſo readily undervaluing 
of his Skill as a Sword. Man, by alwiſe threatning him with a 
Piſtol, or other Fire. Arms: And thus much for the making 
uſe of Hre-Arms either a- Foot or Horſeback, which was the 
occaſion of my Digreſſion; let us now return to the Breaking 
of Meaſure, when we are to make uſe of our Sword only, of 
which I ſhall alſo very freely Wor my own. Sentiment, and 
then proceed to the Directions for it. 


* . 
. 


I confeſs, there is nothing more unbecoming, and which 


- diſcovers more the want of Reſolution and Courage, than a 


continual Giving Back; and no Man can eondemn it more 
than I do ; but then that Feint-heartedneſs is down right a 
Timorous Retreat, not an Fo . "Breaking of Meaſure; and 
as this is to be practiſed and valued by all Kyowing Sword. 
Men, ſo is that as much to be contemned and derided by all 
Men of Courage and true Honour: They differ alſo in this, 
that a conſtant Giving of Ground, produces a Retreat; where. 
as a Judicious Breakjng of Meaſare, is ſo tar from deſerving that 
Name, that it not only procures a Sure Defence, but frequent- 
ly alſo produces an Occaſion for a True and Vigorous Purſuit. 
. Leſing of Ground then, or Retiring, is only ſo far to. be mm 
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ed-and approved- of, as it. reſembles the truely Uſeful, and 
Artificial Breaking of Meaſure; and only ſo far to be diſap · 
proved of and condemned, as it reſembles the Diſbonour able 
and Coward!y Practice, of conſtantly Giving Ground; or Retiring. 


the niceſt Rules of Art, they are as follows. FIRST; ons for 
When you judge that your Adverfary's Thruſt, with- 0 8 | 
out his Approaching, (for indeed when a Man's Adver- Meaſures 
ſary Approaches. before he makes his Thraſi, it is moſt dif. 
cult ta deter min how far his Elonge will reach; and therefore 
in that Caſe, this. Firſt Method 57 Breaking of Meaſure is not to 
be ventured upon) I fay, when you judge, that your Ad- 
verſary's Thruſt without his Approaching, will over- reach 
the neareſt Parts of your Body, only the matter of fix or ſeven 
Inches; then you may eaſily: Break that Meaſure, and evite 
his Thr oft by only Declining, or bending back your whole 
Body, ſupporting it by your Left Legg and Thigh; and 


As for the Directions for Breaking Meaſure according to pc... - 


H 
U 
this is to be done without the leaſt Retracting of your Right 
Legg ; becanſe the keeping the Right Foot firm, is a kind of 
Stay or Counter - Support to your Body, the which ſhould you 
make it follow the Motion of the reſt of your Body, would 
inevitably procure an Advantage to your Adverſary, by your 
falling backwards, which by ſuch a ſudden Motion of the 
- Body, can ſcarcely be prevented, but by keeping the Right 

d ſted; .muſt be alwiſe obſerved in this 
of Breaking Meajurts ON 


. 
SLAP 
* - 


SECONDLY, If yo 


Foot firm 7 ſteddy, which muſt b 


N. f your Adverſary Approach upon you be- 

fore he Thruſt, then there are two Methods of Breaking Mea- 
ſare, which you may make uſe of as you think fit; the Firſt 
whereof is upon a Streight Line, and the Second upon a 
Circular. MW ie oe, ary nay 


Is you deſign to Break his Meaſure upon the Streight 
1 . VVV 


os 


# 


f 


A very him, by Breaking his Meaſure with -che' fingle; Step back. 
, uſeful Ad- | 


vice at 
Sharps. 


| ſuit, by encouraging him to Thru , if you are much Maſter 


132 Hope rn Method, Chap. 


Line, then as he Approaches or Gains Ground upon you,'-which 
is commonly performed with the fingle Step; you ark at the 


your Breaking of Meaſure into n: perfect Comarul) Rotrem: A 
Practice alwiſe to be condemned and avoided by a Man of 
 mmediatly Hecome the Pürſuer, by Thruſtii, 


Hary's Meaſure vpon"the bfr g Line, When \herpproghr 


neſtly recommend the ra ctice ef it: A great deal of a Man's 
1 v ; 2 a 5 1 F "5 ; - l ! 14 #* 5 C1 D a * — 7 * 5 14 5 © 76 # 4 
e e eee 


cauſe when a Man Breaks Meaſare mücli upon a Srreigli 
the Opinion of the Vulgar) is à Kind o 


to perform it in; ocher wife he 184 
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lame very time, to recover as much Diftance again from 


wards : but if he reiterat often his Approdehing, and preſs 
you hard, then you are not to humour him“ e much, a; 


. 65 | „ 10 4 | r 1 
Itill to Break his Meaſure; tor! that were indeed to convert 


Honour; but are inſtantly te put a ſtoꝑ to his violent Pur- 


of the Parade, and then take him upon the Reſpoſre ; or o. 
ther wiſe making uſe of your Left Hand for a Defence, im- 
| 7 upon him at the 
fame time you are Pariet With your Hand.” There ts-no 
berter Method than this, fer either Breaking. your Adver. 


pen vou“ of for putting a Stop te a NMielenf and Furiow 
Purſuit, by atom erer it may de arremfred againſt you 
whether Artiſt or Ignorant Rambler; and therefore Fear 


V ee 


OY CIO NI 
* 1 1 * 93 4 
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ber Sed, and indeed vel Merhod of ehe your 
Adverſary's Meaſure, when he Approaches upon yoũ before he 


1 


* 


Thruſt, istupon a Cireutar Eine; tid thè Ręnaſoñ bf it is, be- 


4 * 
— * * 


of tl of, Reflection upon 
his Courage, but he muſt alſo habe a cofſiderable Bounds 

| mmediatly driven to his 
utmoſt Limits, and perhaps fixed againſt ſome Wall, *Fore- 
Stair, or in ſome Corner of a Room, if the Quarrel be with: 
in Doors, where he can go no further altho' he would; 
whereas, when he makes uſe of a'Girca/ar Motion with his 
1 | | SA. | Feet 


Line, he not only loſes much Ground, which, as I faid, (in 
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dh £2 ES 15 1 | 2 ©, 25 ; 1 „ * 1 0 7 | 2 1 yg 8 | 1 3 MP 
Feet, er Breaks "Meaſare 'Circalarly, he not only requires leſs 
Space or Bounds for it, but-alſo prevents the appearance of an 
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unmanly Retreat, and comes as wellto his Pur poſe, in evit. 
ing his Adverſary's Thruſt by that Method of Breaking his 


Meaſure, as if he had broke it ypon the Szreight Line: Nei- 
ther is there any Difference in performing the one and the 
other, but only that in the one, the hinde Foot moves back- 
wards in a Streight Line, and is ſo followed by the advanced 
Foot; whereas in the Circular Method, both the Leggs move 
Circularly, firſt the hind Legg is removed Circularly back 


wards, and then the Right, taking care at the ſame time, 
to keep the Body as thinn, or little exppſed as poſſible, 


and obſerving the lame Direction for the uſe of the Leſt- 
Hand, and Ihruſting upon the Ryſpoſte.or Back of the. Parade, 28 


1s in che former Method upon tlie Sreight Line. But by Ap- 


proving and Recommendifig this Cincalar Rreating bf Mea. 
Fer at dine 
approved of that moſt dangerous, and uncertain Circular 

kind of Play at Sharps, \called-Dequarting, ar Quartings- ant 


it muſt not beo thereby / underſtood, as if I ig the deaſt 


* 


Volting : Lou may ſee my Sentiment of theſe under their 


proper Pitle, Azrielex6. aſo that by .a Circular Line or Moti. 


0# in this. place, I only: mean that; whereby; a Man may, 


by taking dp leſs Space, and by making a ſhorter Retreat, 


Break his Adverſary's/Meajure, «with a great deal of more Eaſe, 


and eowardly® Rermut. 7 Dn Mo 91T ealonss: 03:5 
, So HY LIAR) B:YO 10; ons Loads: : * 
- T-have; been che more particular upon theſe two laſt Terms 
of Art, The Judging. of Diſtatice,” and The Breaking. usa 
becauſe in the whole Art of Defence, there is not any thing; 
which dico pers more Skill and Judgment, nor from which 
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a True SwordsManireaps:more Benefit and Advantage, Whe- 


ther againſt a Sleilfa | cor Unskilful Adverſfary,,; eſpecially. at 
Sha pi, than he does fronvthe rightPerformance;of what is com- 


LI 


prehendled unden them; awhichbecauſe of their mutual De- 
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pendence upon each other, I thought fit to explain immedi, 
- _ atly after other, that ſo my Directions for both, might be 
the better underſtood, and retained by the Readers - 
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FT" HIS Term ot Art, comes moſt ſeaſonably to be Conſide. 
ted after the Breaking of Meaſure, and almoſt explains 

it ſelf; for it is only the Redoubling or Reiterating of 

à Thruſt, either when. a Man being within Diſtance, hath 

miſplanted it, and that he finds he hath a ſufficient Open dif- 
covered to him yet to Thruſt at: or when his Adverſar 

| Breaks his Meaſure; ſo that when he is at his Elonge or Seer 

5 be is neceſſitat to Gather, as we ſay, or bring up his Leſt- 
Foot towards his Right, and then renew his Thruſt by E. 
longeing; that ſoit may reach his Adverfary.  -. : 


- Howevex, it is a great deal more proper in this laſt Caſe, 
againſt a Man's Adverſary's Brealing of his Meaſure, than when 
a Man is ſufficiently within. Diſtance; becauſe when a Man 
frequently Redoubles his rang being within Diſtance, altho 
it is true that he diſorders his Adverſary by it, yet he alſo 
very much expoſes himſelt, and runs the pe being 
Catched upon Time, or by a Contre. temps; whereas, when 
it is performed only as a Contrary to the Breaking of Mes 


ſure, a Man does not ſo much run that Risk. 


Tuts Redoubling, is indeed the true Contrary to a ſmall or 
moderat Breaking of Meaſure; for when a Man's Adverſary 
goes only a little out of his Diſtaute to evite a Thruſt, what 

more proper Method can he take, to bring himſelf within it 

again, than to Approach him with this Gathering up of cs 
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Leit · Foot, and keeping the Right fixed, until by alwiſe 
, he-come "i 


- *Fis true, when one's Adverſary Skips, or: Jumps far out of ß 
Meaſure, then a Man may Advance upon him, with the Ar. — 
tifcial Step, as deſcrived in the Article of Approaching ; but if 

his Adverſary Breat Meaſure, only juſt ſo much as to fru- 

ſtrat his Thraſt, and make him deliver it in vain ; then the 45 
only Method is, to recover the loſt Meaſure, by thus Gabe. 
ring up of the Leſt· Foot, and then Redoubling the Thruſt witin 


ling ; the Firſt is, That when you are engaged in bad and un- S08d Pi- 


Wins 


equal Ground, you proſecute it as little as poſſible, becauſe to be ob- 


of the Advantage it may give your Adverſary over you, by ſerved in 
enewing his Parſait, ſhould you mak falſe Redoub: 
renewing_his Purſuit, thould you make a wrong or falſe ing 
Step-; beſides the Hazard you may run by falling, in ſuch an 
unconvenient Ground. The Second is, To take great care 
when you are ta Reaoable, upon your Adverſary's Bre aking 1; 


Time, or endeavour to Contre. temps you: and therefore in this 
Caſe, be ſure to have alwiſe your Leſt-Hand in readineſs. to 


* 7 4 
1 7 4 


Tus laſt Caution is no leſs to be obſerved in Redoubling 


of a Thruſt, when a Man is within Diſtance of his Adverſary, 
and hath. conſequently no need of Gathering up his Left-Foot 3 
becauſe in this Caſe, his Adverſary will be as apt to ende 
vour to Contre-temps' him, as in the former, and that by Rea- DOS. 
lon, that his great nearneſs encourages him to it: Therefore 
great care ought to be taken, eſpecially in an Occaſion witn 2 
d OT on 0 NE „ 
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' Sharps, to ptevent "ſuch Contretenps z;:which!.ean only. belt 
be done, .by cither Oppoſit the Leſt-Hand in time of Redoil. 
ting, or otherwiſe, by Playiag only from the Riſpoſte. 
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"HE Engliſi Maſters give the Term Paß, indifferently to 
every Ihruſt that a Man; makes againſt his Adverſary; 
ſo that whatever -kind of Thruſt a Man makes, they 
then ſay, he has made ſuch and ſuch a' Paſs upon, or againſt 
him; Which is'not at all conform to the ſtrict Signiſication 
of this Term of Ait; beeauſe there is a very great Difference 
betwixt a True-Paſs and a Thruſt; as I ſhall immediatiy 


make appear. BME 


Se FTE 
# al 
/ ny 


Acconbixs to the Rules, a True-Puſs is a running Moti 
on, which a Man makes bye his Adverſarys Right-Side, in 
the time he is performing his Thisft againſt him; whereas: 

Tiraſt is commonly delivered with -a cloſe and fixed Leſ. 

Foot. *Tistrue, both of them terminat in a Thruſt; burthere 
is this Difference, that in "all Thraſts wherein the different 


"Leſſons terminat, the Leſt- Foot is generally kept fixed; 


whereas Paſſing is performed, as I ſaid, by a running Motion, 
the Body ſtooping fore wards, and the Thruſt delivered, juſt 
as a Man is paſſing bye his Advetfaty*s Right-Side. - | 
TY „„ „„ e 1 8 7 ba 5 7 5 OAT 5:40 
TukRE is alſo another very material Difference betwixt 
them, Which is, that at Sharps, or in an Occaſion, which are all 
one; a Man cannot well Offend this Adverſary without ma- 
king Tyruſis at him; whereas Traue. Paſſes ate indeed only 
for Variety, and Diverſion: in Sthoot-Play, and ſcarcely pra. 
95 8 | © % ee | 
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a Man will or not, they convert themſelves into that, which 


is called the Half-Paſs: And the Reaſon for it is, that a Man 
in making of a Tre-Paſs, mult either deſign to give his Ad- 
verſary a Thruſt in Paſſing or not; if not, then his _ is % 


no effect nor uſe to him, and in that Caſe, it is the ſame as 


if there were no ſuch; Leſſon in the Art; and if he do, then 
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Qicable at: Sharps; becauſe of ' neceſſity, and almoſt whether 


by the violence of the running Motion, he Will certainly 
She 


ath, or run his Sword into his Adverſary's Body, up to 


the very Hilt; (for when once a. Sword enters, eſpecially 


poſſible either to ſtop, or to retract it, as a Man can do a 


blunt Fluret, in making a True-Paſs in School Pluy,) ſo con 
ſequently if a Man ſhould attempt it at Sharps, he muſt ei- 
ther Halt, when he comes the length of his Adverſary's Body, 
which alters the Nature of the T; e deſigned, and Con- 
verts it into an Hal/f-One, or other wi 

Sword, which is fixt in it, and which 1 fancy no Man upon 
Life and Death will venture; that it may be only ſaid, he 
hath made with his Body a Trae Paſs, bye or beyond his Ad- 
verſary. By all which it is evident, that there is no ſuch-thing.at - 
Sharps, as hat inSchool Play goes under the Name of a Trace Pas. 


e mult quite with his 


|  Howevpgs, to render that running Motion performed, in 


making the Trae-Paſs with Blunts, alſo uſetul at Sharps, Ma- 


| ſters have fallen upon that Leſſon, which, in The. Scots Fepcing 
Maſter, I call the Half-Paſs;. becauſe. it is performed both u- 


pon the very ſame Times and Opens, beſides a great many o- 


thers with the former, andalſo with the ſame running Mo. 
tion of the Body; only in place of paſſing beyond à Man's 
Adverſary, a Man runs only. cloſe to him, executing his 


deſigned Thraſt in the time of his running, and then imme- 


diatly ſtopping upon the finding of his-Sword fixed : For in-. 


deed ſhould he miſplant and quite miſs his Adverſary, I ſee 


_ then noReaſon,why in thatCale he might not convert his Hal, 


Paß 


* 


upon fo violent a Motion, as that of a True: Paß, it is not 
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Ps until OBESE: his Meaſure, and; en 'regove nine u 95 


aà Man into, when he miſplants but when a Man is in a 
manner certain to effectuat it: thereſore it is, as I ſaid, that 


ſon, the Thruſt if rightly planted, rarely failing to be very as 


. fary's Right Side; whereas the Half. Paſt n performed 


much the better, as well e Leſſon of the toe. 


make at Sharps, what 5 Truely a Paſs ;/ neither in Fencing is à 
True. Paſs and 14 Tre all one, as ſome En liſh Maſters would W112 
make us believe, and therefore they-ought hereafter to re- 

Qify that Miſtake, in the ſignification of This" Term, and not 


2 Fa waen 2 are wg aft. 15 * 


| . 


Paſiinto a Fall or 'TracOut,by runniog quite be yondb his Advers 


Bur this * 5 very pry Kappa 5 Hs 
a Half-Paſs, by reaſon of this kind of murthering Le 

ing never Abet attempted at Sharps; ¶ in reſpect of the vio· 
lent Motion where with it is performed, and Norder i it puts 


at Sharps we have reins. of: the True. Paſs, but only i in its 


lace the Ha 's + Paſs, which if rightly performed, I cannot 
ut acknowledge to be a moſt Firm, 8 and Bloody Le 


gerous, if not clot; ' Beſides, altho' the 'Trae-Paſs. were uſes 
tulat Sharps, yet a Man can only maße uſe of it Without 


and Above, or Without and Below his Ad verſary's Sword; 
by reaſon of his being obliged/alwiſe to is Adver- 


from moſt Leſſons," both Without, Mirbin, and Below the 
Sword, to either ſide of a Man's Adverfary; and therefore is 


clear, that u 1 Mo 


By what is ſaid, 1 think i it v very. 
8 broft, .he — poſſibly 


deſign -wholly to "miſp lant hi 


let the Termination of moſt Le Jone go under _— of: 
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the Encloſing, B did command 4. 


her wiſe, and that upon 


wy 


Fox the better and truer underſtanding of which, you are 
to know, that a Man may Eyc/oſe upon another, upon two _. .. 
very different Deſigns; either wh n he finds himſelf ſtrong „ 1 
ace aud ue e,, E 
ally intends tà Command him; or when he finds himſelf too 
weak for his Adverſary, and therefore for his own 
aaſety Encloſes upon him, that his Adverſary may have the —_ 
opportunity of Commanding him; for it is a great Eſcape, | 
not to ſay Folly, in any Man, really to attempt a Command. E 
ing of the Adverſary's Sword; umeſs he look upon himſelf ro 
be above, at leaſt; equal to his Adverſary in Strength; be- 1 
cauſe he being Weak, and his Adverſar) Vigorous and 
trong, it is ten to one, but after he hath feally made a faire 
\ttempt to n has actually taken hold of 72 5 
e e , , 
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Adverſary's Sword near to the Hilr, (which is the moſt 
proper part to catch hold of it, the better to prevent the 
cutting of his Hand or Fingers) but his Adverſary may turn 
the Chaſe upon him, by reaſon" of his Weakneß, and in 
place of allowing himſelf to be Commanded, Command and 
Maſter him. Whereby it is clear, that A's. Encloſing upon B, 
is no Argument of his having the better of him; and that 
therefore in ſuch a Caſe, People ſhould ſuſpend their :Juds. 
ments, until they know-which of the two. not only Excloſed 
upon other, but Commanded the other's Sword ; for it is in th 
Securing and Commanding of the Adverſary's Sword, and not 
in the Encloſing that the true Advantage lyes. 


Bx all which. it appears, that Encloſing and Commandin 
ære not at all Reciprocal Terms; but that there are many time 
Eucloſings, where there is not the leaſt Deſign to Command, 
as in the former Caſe of; a Man's Encloſing for his bettet 
Preſer vation; and alſo frequently Commandings, u here the 
Perſon Commanding did not at all Encloſe; but took theOppor- 
tunity for it, upon his Adverſary's attempting to Encioſe u. 


Tuts falſe Judgment, which People make upon a Man 
e upon his eee of a piece with what many 
People make upon a Man's Breaking.of Meaſure ;; for no ſool- 
er do By-ſtanders, obſerve a Man in a Rencounter to give 4 
little back, but immediatly they conclude, that he is at a Dil 

advantage by it; whereas, if it be any ways voluntar, it i 
commonly quite other w iſe, and the Perſon. who Breaks Me. 
ſure, if an Artiſt, by giving alittle Ground, gains the Oppor 
tunity, of not only letting paſs his Adverſary's ſudden and vi. 

olent Paſſion, but alſo. of procuring to himſelf a more effe. 
Cual Parſuit againſt him, either irom the Riſpoſte, or by ma. 

. king a real Arrack, when the other's furious Parſuit is ſome. 
What abated. Theretore,in both theſe Caſes, as well in Brei. 
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ling of Meaſure,” as in Encloſing upon one's Adverſary, a Man 
ought not to be too ready in giving his ö udgment, or deter mi- 


„ OO 


| Leſſons, therefore it will not be a- miſs, that I alſo clear a 


little this Matter. 


ſuffers it to go aſide, that his An eee and by 
following that ſquint Motion of his with his Sword, ne 
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performed 
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benefit that a Man can reaſonably expect, from ſuch an unrea- 
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may thereby have the better Opportunity, either to Encloſe 
upon him, or Command him. 
WuxER ERV it is very evident, thataltho' an Encloſing and 
a Hwa reſemble other much, both as to their Morions 
d, yet they differ widely as to their Termination or 
elign : the Hiſt being 201 deſigned either for a Man's OW 
Security, or to Command and Maſter his Adverſary, if ſtrong : 
nof for him; but the Later with a real Intention to do exe. 


: * 1 


vt 


Ir is alfo from the great Baſe and Readineſs a Man fiads 


to 8 or even Command, if he deſigns it, that I draw 
one of the great Advantages this Hanging-Guard in Second 
hath over other Gaar ds; but ſeing I intend to make as few 


Repetitions as poſſible, I remit you 'to the peruſal of the 


Sixth Advantage, Where that is ſufficiently made appear. 
| VJJJJJJVJ%%%ͤ ̃ᷣ⁵V ¼ FEAT FOKP 955 


I -ſhall make only one Obſervation more upon one of theſe 
two Terms; which is Commanding: That as no Man, who is 
very weak and feeble, ought to attempt to Command an Ad- 
verſary's Sword, who is very Robuſt, Strong and Vigorous, 
but rather endeavour to win at and Maſter him with: his 
Art ſome other wy ; ſo it is as great Raſhneſs and Folly 
in any Man,” unleſs he be moſt Vigorous, Active and Nimble, 
to offer to make Oppolition and Struggle, When once his, 
Sword is really Commanded; for as it is a Diſhonour for no 
Man, to be Maſtered by another Man of Honour in an 


Honourable Quarrel (all that is required of a Man to ſave 
his Honour, being but Couragiouſly to venture his Perſon, not 


alwiſe to Maſter and overcome his opinion ſo all the 
ſonable Oppoſition and Struggling, is, that he draws more ſud- 
deniy down his own Deſtruction upon himſelf, by obliging 
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bis Adverſary, who is Maſter of his Sword, to make himſelf 
alſo Maſter ot his Life, by diſpatching him: becauſe noGaad © _ 
Smerd-Man,who underſtands to make uſe of the benefit of his "— 
Art, will ſtand Dallying and Communing wirh his Adver- — 
fry, after he hath” once catched hold of his Sword, but will 
immediatly with the ſame very Breath, oblige him alſo. 
either to yield to him, by quitting of his Sword, or recei= 
ving perhaps 2 Mortal Wound; and therefore when a 
Man's Sword is once Commanded, he ought .\ unleſs; * 4 

very extraordinary Opportunity encourage him to the cou. 
trary ) to yield it, and ſubmit himſelf to his Adverſarys. 
Generoſity; Who if a Man of Honour, will certainly treat” + 
him, as one Gentleman ought to treat another in ſuch K 


| gone, gradually thorow the whole Material 
Terms of Art, belonging to Facing, as I would: have done, 
had I been to explain them to the greateſt Novice; begin- 
ing with a. Guard, which is that wherewith a Man. upon all 
Occaſions, ought to begin, and ending, with | Exclofing and 
(ommanding, which many times alſo puts a Concluſion to- 
the Quarrel. And altho' F make no Doubt, but ſeveral 
things which I have advanced in explaining them, will fur- _ 

prize a great many Maſters, as well as others, who pretend 

to a conſiderable Knowledge in the Theory of this Art, yet 3 
I make no Scruple, not only to aſſert them, but even to 
maintain them for Truths, notwithſtanding of many ok 
them being ſo oppoſite, and in a manner Tontradictory, 

to the Common Method; for e Cog me, that 1 

am in the Right, and Truth founded upon Reaſon and Ex- 
perience, will alwiſe hold Foot; and 1 hope; Convince 
gs impartial and unprejudg'd Reader, of „ — 
fit that wilt redound to the Art, by the Diſcoveries 1 have " 
made, of many very material Errors, which have from tim _. 
at „ 4 „„ „„ | 
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hereafter rectified, by the more Knowing,” and Judicious 


Maſters. L FEY: 


Ts my Explications be likewiſe ſeriouſly conſidered, they 


will be found to contain, not only the Grounds of a great 
many Leſſons, but even the niceſt, às well as moſt uſeful The. 


ory, relating to tlie whole Av; moſt of which was never be. | 


fore made publick; ſo that ſhould ſome Perſons thorow meer 


Obſtinacy or ill Nature, wholly diſaprove of, and reject this 
Eſſay, with reſpect to the New Method of Defence, I am ſo 
earneſtly endeavouring to eſtabliſn by . ee cannot but 


prove of ſingular uſe to them, even for their better underſtand- 
ing the Theory of the Grounds and Principles, whereupon 
the Leſſons of the Common Method ought to be founded; and 
Which are alwiſe very well worth underſtanding, by every 

one who deſigns to become a good Smord- Man, whithever of 
the Methods f 


for the eſtabliſhing of this Vem Method, or for the better un: 
derſtanding the Theory of the Old, it muſt ſtill prove moſt 

uſeful, which ſufficiently Anſwers my Deſign, in being 6 
very full upon all the Terms of Art, many. of which, as! 
have ſaid, are alſo Leſſons: in the Common Method; whereas 
had I only deſigned to Diſcourſe of ſuch of them, as are abſo- 
lutely neceſſary and uſeful in this New Ont, their Number 
would have been but ſmall ; the Simplicity and Plainnefs of 
it, (Which is indeed its excellency, ) requiring but a very 
few, for its being fully underſtood, oo 7 
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Le wn, 
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Bur the Theory and Judgment of the whole Art, being 
ſo interwoven with its Terms, I made it my Choiſe, rather 
to bring into this Eſſay the exact Explication of the moſt uſe 
ful Terms of Art, (altho' this New Method: might have been 
very well deſcribed· without them) that fo I might the more 
regularly and orderly, diſcover the Theory and Judgment 4 


* 


M e moſt approves of, and takes himſelf to. 80 
that, with whatever Deſign this Piece be. peruſed, whether | 
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| Ebay 9 
| the whole 4. kept alwiſe hicherto, 3 in a manner as 2 Secret, WERE 
than orden e this Piece ſo much the ſhorter, by wl eh o- 
mitting Th em; 10 the 8 be becauſe it is aſwiſe in the 
option of, x he Rea 6 paſs the * 05 Fete een, 
5 95 0 rea ally 0 e to rh le peſſe ling gi him; ia the 

ctice of | 190 /ew, Method, all Which. is briefly,. Contained 
in a Firs Fifth and Sixth (hapters: tlie teſt being moss 
for... the Exp. lication of the Theory and. Jadgmenr 0¹ the 5 
mo: e FO for. the Illuſtration 04 oy, Auer Nr 
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NEIN 'Gi td proceed to iny Directiohs, as well for the 
5 Defrnce as Offers, Abu from this sxcellenr Hangings 


os Guard; the Explication of. it Would appear to come 
very: 8 properly arch beginning of. this Chapter, where ! 
am to 2 of the Parade, or Defente: that may be drawn from 
n: But having done it exactly already ia the firſt Chapter, 
to which» IL remit the Reader, I incend ut this time to ſave. 
my ſelf that Trouble; eſpecisliy ſeing ſoch a Repetition 
would be altogether ſuperfluous: andſthetefore, I hall in 
place of it offer to him a very neceſſaty Adyiee or Preca 
tion, particularly if he be altogether a Novice, And has ne- 
ver been at a Fencing · School; Becauſe if he be already Well 
Grounded in the Arr, and conſequent ly a Piece of a ward 
Man, he will not and io * in nee of it, „ 
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8. ab ſolutely It isab- 


As therefore, the Practical Part of Fencing, i 


the molt uſeſul; fo let no Man be fo far miſtaken, as to ima- ſoluteix 


gine he can become wholly Maſter of it by Reading: Books, obi 


dive 7 and will Certainly, do a great deal ol good to a Man, P!y to 2 
who hath been Grounded in the Schools; but it is the Thrat Mafter. 


ing, Fiſt upon a, Maſter's Breaſt Plate, and Next, Thraſting 
frequently upon another at the Wall, and O fending bimſelf - 
from his Comrades Thats in School AlL aulis, that muſt 
bring'a Miap.co e fe&tly dexterous, eicher in the Ofenſur = 
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Cf!!! e ̃ĩ c1 TOR. 
TuxRE TORE I would adviſe all ſuch, in | 
Piece may tall, and who: are altogether: ignorant. of the firſt 
Principles, of Fexcing,. to apply themſelves. for two or three 
Months (for I deſire not more of them to ſome Judzcious 
Maſter, who at their deſire will no doubt comply with | 
them, and inſtruct them in this New Method, altlio“ verx 
much differing rom what is commonly Taught; and which 
none who pretends to be a Maſter, but in twice reading over, 
will underſtand to Teach; and when they are thus Groun- 
| ded, they need; then ao more of them, but only to -praQiiſe 
' ith their Comrades and Fellow Scholars in Aſſault. 


Soak 


L + er 


Ax in all Aſſaulis, let this he their chief A im, to acquire 

2 firm and ſure Parade, or Defence, which is the only true 
Art of the Smord; the Offenſive Part having by Degrees crept - 
into the 47t, more for Diverſion, and the | Gratifying of eo 
ple's Paſſions, . when in an Occaſion, than for any abſolute. 


4 


ule in the Art: For this Art at firſt was never invented” nor 
deſigned ro Kill and Deſtroy, but to Defend and Preſerve; 
and thereſore it alwiſe was, and will be called ( hen rightly | | _ . 
named / Ihe Art of Defence: Beſides, the Ofenſvs Part Will 
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as IL have laid elſewhere, are uſeful, neceſſary, and inſtru- firktoap” 
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10 young Maſter, 'by rea ſon of theit living either” in the 


AY Hope: new Mithod, hay." 


intrude it ſelf upon 2 Man "Im . te will or not; 3 
po vety prompt isMankind to be Revengſul, 50 0 do Miſchie, 


MX +7 


7 


1 ur f for fueh as cannot have che opportunity of a 272 


= in ſome City or Town, Where ſuch Maſters ate not 


Matter had; and yet who being 'of a quick and ſmart Apprehenk. | 


can be on, and deſirous to improve themſelves,” would gladly nb 
bat: ſctructed Without che Aid and Alſiſtance of a Matter; 
ſuch a Caſe, they are to make choice of ſome jaune 
Comrade, and then eng el 'artentively- the Inſtructi 
ons in the Book, endeavour firſt to follow them himſell 
by practiſing them upon his Comrade, and next cauſe his 
.de to Play chem upon him, but ſtill to ply more the 
| Defenſve Part as the Offepſive ; and by thus mutually aff | 
ſting one another, they will by daily. 'Praflice, male in 3 
Hort time, ſuch a conſiderable Advance in the Art, as ah. 
in Reaſon be expected frony any, 'who/wabting the Bene. 
fit ard Advice of a Maſter, are ncteſſitat to become a 
dexterous as Bool. Learning can make them, which altho 


I cannot be cheught, rat it can reach id duch 2 Deze 


of Dexterity,” as that acquired from à Maſter, yer will be 
a Breat deal better than none; and conſidering! the caſineßz 
ol this Nem Method, ſucceed eyen to a Surprizal; and beyond 


what can poſſibly be expected from he Common Method: 
But to 1 8 wy DireQionse + Set ie 
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5 A Mans only true Defenie oof vg, | ry Kit, 
(fre Aduantuge 2d.) in'the Croſs that his. Welpen makes u· 
pon his Adver ſary's; it follows of conſequence, that the mots 
exaQ-and dexterous he is, in Craig his Adverſary's: Wea- 

| Le the more firm aad' certain Wilk his. Defence prove; and 
x ood he- is chiefly to obſerve this. one Directioſſ, That he alwiſe 
Direction apply uch #4 Force in Cali: FL 2, ler the Poſit ron f his own. Sword. 
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t; | the 2 gn 5p a ate n, A can" OY ds too 
el. muctr b ferved heretofore amongſt Fencing Maſters;) that 
BY whatever part of his Adverſarys Weapon he meets with, 
: Whether Fort ol To he, he m vl alwiſe Maſter its Motion; 
. 


becauſe! the Tarte of 4 Sword, as 1 have ele where obler 

ved / in the Articte'$4.6f Ee Kt. and Foible, Page 60) may be ma- 
H. Acre and overpowered as Well as its Foible, and thax ſome. 
in. times even wit that pa rt of a Man's Sword, which in other 
in W refpeAs. may be MecounthdtheFolbte 19 1 to the Strengtn 
« WY binde ted to ft bf dite Ke. n., Nis Direction W  - 
% W of great conſequence, therefore punctually' 10 be en . 
it 2 a Man certain ger wholly 1 om it. 
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he Bur 28. N. Man's 8 ty can preſent Ks: Sword 8 
. 21 Poſitions, that 4 manaer either Level; or with the - 
Point of it hi 6 0% fok Man i to conlider,by What Me F 
2 100 he is to form the f teateſt or moſt ſecaring; Cr e, againft 


e. y of theſe 'Poſitiops ;tor as was allo formerly told in avis: | 
vu WH 74-24. the 5 e Croſs is, and the neafer it approach 


0 a right Angle, the longer time muſt a Mags Adverſaty 

er fake to Difengage, 4 and conſeguently the logger Will his Thruſt 

be de of coming Home, and '4 ce Bidwer, hereby a Man 

en can the more eaſily defend himſelf: One of the great Advatis 
nd 7, redounding to a Man from his keeping us e | 
d: ved „ and Mfg his Coffee aright. from it. 


= | Is 2 2 5 Adverſii theq, hall prefent his Sword Aiheri neay ES 
id, evel,. or with che Point any wa s Noping towards How a 
uv 17 0 "he ver ty, ordinary Poſitron of your Sword upon Man Few: 
re | will ſufficiently: Criſs: or Ovp | it ſee Gppole | 
12. bf eb thi ee alſo 2 ry ry Ka rial, that bisAdver» 
nd | AX OO 175 upon, Jou at Feels bis be | 

| n Sword, 
iſe tif Ln 15 dy Vo n- bat fide; 1 Brom io 7 
Al V angin 7275 1 
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X our. AGVEHary opraents. towards your . Right. Side, 
that being che . greateſt Hazard to Which, in ſuch a, Poſiy 
of your Sword, Jou will be moſt expoſed ;. far if you 


1 
: 


force an, Encloſing or a Plain Thruſt upon the ſame 6 


ma ff 


a high, Point, either directly towards you, or e to. 
Ofc 75 Hoſit ion ol this 


y 


tom you, Sheering outwards.to the Right Side, as we tom- | 
monly fay, and your Head and Shoulders inclining much 
forwards. for your better Defence ; ſo that by this Alteraci- 
n of your Gad, you will De Croſs agaiolt | 
his Sword; fee Fig: 2,3; bur fill with this Precaution, that | 
+». fo. foonas ever your Adverſary Strikes or Thraſt, upon you, 
br alters the Poſition of his Sword ; that then immediatly 
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you Crofs bim, , "by: e inte your ordinary c or Pe 
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Live 10500 HOW you are to Goſs 3 your — : * 


verſary's Sword, lich upon this Guard; is equivalent to 
what red krhe Ordinary Quarte and Therce Bead, we call, 


| Securing or Engaging: the "Sword, which'a Man ought alwiſe 


to do, whatever Guard he rakes himſelf to, at the firſt pra- 


| ſenting of his Sword for his greater Security.” I ſhall next 


let you ſee, liow you ate to perform exactly, the two Pa- 
rades' of Defences naturally. flowing from this Guard, and 
which are abundantiy fuificient for the defending of al 


Attacks, _ can F. ROE e i bers LIVED Blow 5 
1 1 4 


Iris ang: we eheronr! \Advanages of ial Han FW TOR : 
hare! Matt's Adverfary ean only attack him upon it in two 
different Parts, 1. ithout and Belom his Sword, and Mithb- 
our and Above is; whereas," upon the” Ordinary Quite and 
Therce Guards, a Nan can be attackt in Four, to Wit, Vith. 


out and Höove, and Without and Below! = Se hone Oe 


and Above;| and eee and Below! 1 it. "UF bi 
1 isn SRO BT * a . 3 R | | 
Turns being only then Two Pares; i in "which your Adver⸗ „ 
. can attack you upon this Gar, that is, either Mithout Man is to 
and Above. your Sword, or Without and Below it; 3 if he offer Tea or 
to give in a Thraſt, ot Diſuharge- a Blow upon you, Without Blow 
and Above the Sword, 'as you perceive them coming home 9 8 
upon you, 'immediatly, without altering in the leaſt the Po- usr ene 855 
ſtion of your” Sword Had. pon this Guard, Parie or turn off {2508 the 7 
his Thruſt or Blow, by moving your Smord-Hand and Arm to- 2 3 
wards your Left Side, and ea little upwards, and for the det 
ter gaining of the Forble of his Sword, you are alſo by bend- 
Ing your Sword- Arm a little, make the Motion, incline to- 


wares Foul Body or Leit Shoulder : "By — dont 8 


WS 
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of the Motion af our Paradr, towards your Loft Shovlder 
you will the better gain the Forble or 22 his Sword, and 
5 conſequently prevent your Adverſary's forcing - home *( eſpe· 
* _ _ Gially / his I hriſi upon you; ſor the Ham is noh ſq caſily / forced. 
vpipon chis Gd, as the Thraft is and! after you fd hat you 


have Paried him, then you; may attack him .tyom.cyour Fe 


Tavg t ſee F ig: 9. and 10. HRT Df Wael) Jorge „ 69 1 
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Bur if it be a Streight and downright: Blow at your;;Head, 
that, your }Adverſary:deſigos. ugainſt yon, and dot towards: 
your-Left 1 inp each 10-Pariei 1tywith your Sword quit 
1 Croſs your Face the Nails of your Hand turn'd: little up; | 
wards from you, and be ſure ro meet his Stroak with ths 
Fort of your Sworg, by carrying of your Sword upwards 
and Icvel, bringing dow nuf Head and:Shovlders.a lirye,at 
the very: inſtant that your alle, your Sword 3. by al}; which i 
ys not only form-\an excellent Croſs, the: only true De, 
fence againſt Bloms as well as Thraſts, but. . little 
Motion ot your Head and Shoulders downwards,-aphwering 
the Motion of your Smord Hand upwards, make your De: 
Fence ſo much the more quick, and conſequem ly. che miote 
+, Certain; becauſe your Sword. Hand has only the one half of 
the 0 to meet with the Adwerſar yes Sword, {your 
Head and Shoulders performing the other half), which-6 
ther wile it would pave, did you keep your Head and Shoul 
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AcKtx, if he attack you with a Plain. Threſt. or Bla, 


Mulous and Below your $ward, 3 to carry your Sword. 
1 Hand an Arm as 'betore; :direC ed, in the preceeding Pata · 
= MW ee one; hut it muſt be to the other ſide, and ſo put 
+: bi | f | 7 
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| | us Tiraff ot Blow, towar ds your, R ght Side, 5 before 50 
1 did it to your Leſt 3 only that Bending of the. Sar d- iin, 
1 and dloaping or ſquint Motiou towards your Body, which! 
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recommended in the former Parade, towards your Left-ſide, 
is much more to beobſerved, upon the Thraft given in upon 


| this; becauſe, if there be any weakneſs at all upon this 


Guard, it is when a Man is attacked upon the Right-ſide 
and below his Sword; the Poſition of this Guard, making 


ir moſt eaſy fora Man's Adverſary, to force home a Thraſt, or 


procure an'Excloſing upon this fide, which laſt, altho in ſome 
reſpect, a conſiderable Advantage in my Opinion to both 
Parties, as I have declared in Advantage 6th; yet when a 


2 Man is upon the Defenſive Part, he ought to take great 
care to prevent; and therefore. it is to be obſerved, that 
in Parieing a Thruſt given in Without and Below the Sword upon 


the Right. ſide, it requires a great deal of more (ſtrength, as 


well as quickneſs, to perform it dexterouſly, than the Parade 


upon the Left-ſide doth ; and that becauſe of the great Op- 
33 a Man's Adverſary hathyn engaging the Foible of 
18 


Sword, and ſo by a ſudden Preſſure of it, forcing either 


a Thruſt, or an Encloſing. 5 


N ow, altho the Strength ofa Man's Parade, ſhoald be alwiſe, 
as near as poſſible, 'proportioned to the Strength and nes 


of the Motion of his Adverſary's Weapon; yet this being 
yery nice, and difficult to be obſerved, but by ſuch as have 
made a conſiderable - Advance in the Art; therefore, it is 
much ſafer to err upon the Sare Side, and alwiſe to perform 
one's Parade, with that Degree of Strength, as that it may 
be ſufficient, whether it meet with either the Adverſary's 


Fort or Foible, to turn aſide any Thruſt or Blow whatſoever: 
For, That Strength which can Maſter and Parie 4 ſtrong Thruſt, 


will alwiſe Ward or Defend, 4 weak one. And this Directi- 


on holds likewiſe, as well for the ſwiftneſs of a Man's Parade, 


as for the firmneſs and ſtrength, with which he ought to 


perform it; that , After a Man's Adverfary's Sword is once 


in motion, and the Thruſt or Blow coming home. 


. 


A good 


Direttioa 
in Parie- 
ing. f 


U — ; 5 Fox, 


þ 5g 


Lin o 


Fon, if a Man ſhould begin the firſt Motion of his 
Parade, before his Adverſary's Sword were in motion towards 
his Body, he might come to miſs his Adverſary's Weapon, 


and ſo, becauſe of his anticipating, in a manner, his Adver- 
ſary's Motion, come to receive a Thruſt, or Wound; of 


which I have had ſeveral times the Experience" my ſelf in 


School-Afſaults, when I have judg'd my Adverſary, with 


whom 1 was not accuſtomed to Aſſault, to have a ſwiſter 
Hand than really he had; fo that in this Caſe, the quickneſs 


of my Parade proved a Diſadvantage to me; but I muſt 
confeſs, only by my own Fault in going too. ſoon to the Pa. 
rade, by reaſon of my 1 judging (thro' my too great 
earneſtneſs to Parte.) the ſwiftneſs of the Thruſt; ( to be dex- 
terous and adroit at which, is a very great Nicety Per. 


ſection in Fencing, and requires not only a great preſence of 
Mind, but alſo a conſiderable as well as frequent Practice) 
whereas, if a Man once meet with his Adverſary's Sword, 


it is impoſſible for him, to be too quick in the Motion ot his 
Paraat ; But as this, of being too quick upon the Parade, ve. 


ry rarely falls out, I think I may ſafely recommend to you 


F 

this Direction, of being at leaſt as quick and ſudden, but as 
much ſtronger than your Adverſary, in the Motion of your 
Parade, as the Strength and Vigour of your Nerves will with 


Eaſineſs, and without any unbecoming Conſtraint, allow of 


Bxsipxs, this Fault of being ſometimes too quick in the 


Parade, cannot, except by meer Chance, be committed by 
any but good Smord- Men, who having acquired a great dex- 
terity and ſwiftneſs in the Parade, are too forward and eager 
gpon it, whereby they precipitate their Defence, and loſe the 


nefit of it; and therefore, it is a great Happineſs in an Or- 
tic d, by caſion, to have that Sedateneſs and Preſence of Mind, as that 


by a too great eagerneſs to meet with the Adyerſary*s/Sword, 
a Mando not precipitate or over-haſten his Parade, whereby he 
8 may 
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may render his Art and Dexterity in the Parade, rather a 
Diſadvantage than a Benefit to him : And altho I cannot 


but acknowledge, that it is very difficult to obſerye this 


| Dire&ion, eſpecially at Sharps, by reaſonthat in ſuch a Junc- 


ture, 4 Man's Blood and Spirits are raiſed, and that a Man 
of Mettle and Vigour, eſpecially if of a ſanguine and paſſ- 


| onate Temper, cannot poſſibly, im ſuch a Caſe, reſtrain him- 


ſelffrom being too forward; yet it is what all men ſhould 


| endeavour to practiſe, eſpecially thoſe who have a greater 


Share of Art and Sbill than others; otherwiſe their Art, 


| which ought; and would certainly be W ſuch an Occaſion a 
great Benefit and Advantage to them, will become as it were 
2 Snare, and draw more quickly their Ruin and DeſtruQion 


upon them, than if they had been a little more cool; and 
judiciouſly flow in performers their Artificial Motions, eſpe- 
cially Defewſive ; which brings to my Memory, a Paſſage in 
Sir Roger L' Eftrange's Abſtract of Seneca, Chap. 5. where 
diſcourſing of Anger, he ſays, That the Huntsman is not an- 
gry with the wild Boar, when he either purſues or receives him : 
A good Sword-man watches his Opportunity, and keeps himſelf 
uon his Guard, whereas Paſſion lays a Man open: Nay, it is one of 
the prime Leſſons in a Fencing-School, to learn not to be angry. 
And in the preceeding Chapter, he compares Anger to a 
ſhort Madnets, and ſays, There is ſo wonderful 4 Reſemblance 
betwixt the Tranſports of Choler and thoſe of Frenzie, that "tis 4 
hard Matter to know the one from the other, it being commonly 
accompanied with a bold, fierce, and threatning Countenance, as 
pale as Aſhes, and in the ſame moment as red as blood; a gla- 
ring Eye, ſtamping with the Feet, the Hair Haring, Lips tremb. 
ling, with a forc'd and ſqueaking Voice. And in that fame Chap- 
ter, he calls it, A wild tempeſtuous Blaſt, an empty Tumor, the 
very Infirmity of Women and Children; and abrawling, clamorous 
Evil. So very ſtrange and unaccountably Maſterful a Paſſi- 


on it is; and therefore ſo much the more to be reſtrained, and 


maſtered, it poſſible, by all Men of ſound Judgment and Senſe, 
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eſpecially Swerd-wer, who deſign really to reap. Benefit by 


The ſmall Bur in this Caſe, I look upon the nice and excellent Di 
fluence ; F 

of Advice rections given to Sword-men in Fencing, to have much the 

u the beſt ſame Influence upon them, as the good and wholeſome Ad. 

of thing. monitions and Precepts delivered from the Pulpit, for the 

better Regulation of our Lives, with reſpect to Morals, have 

upon moſt Chriſtians ;* we hear them, approve of them, and 

ſometimes reſolve to put them in Practice; but GOD knows 

with how little ExaQtneſs and Sincerity it is done by the 

very beſt of us; Our Paſſions and corrupt Inclinations ma. 

ſter us, whether we will or not, and we are overcome by 

them with, I may ſay, a kind of anvoluntary Willingneſs or 

Complyance. However as in this, it is even a degree of Ver. 


\ tue, to have good Inclinations and Reſolutions, notwith- 


ſtanding of our being overpowered by our Infirmities, ſo itis 


no leſs commendable in Sword- men, to put on the ſtrongeſ 


Reſolutions they poſſibly can, to reſtrain their Forward. 
neſs, and maſter their Paſſion when in an Engagement; al. 
tho the Motion and Heat of their Blood ſhould wholly, but 
indeed contrary to their ſtricteſt Reſolutions, maſter and 
overcome them; for in ſuch a Juncture, there is a kind of 
Conflict betwixt Nature, and Reaſon or Art; and we find 
by Experience, to our e Diſadvantage, that for the moſt 
part, Mil we, will we; the former hath the better on't. 


Nax, ſo very great Influence and Power hath Heat and 
Paſſion over us, that there are I believe few, who have come 
any length in the World, but who ny have ſometimes 
tound the ſtrange EffeQs of it, in themſelves; for to ſuch a 
degree does it move the vital Spirits, when we are ſeaſed by 
it, that they rarifie the Blood to that hight, that it not only 
wells, but is even like to break, and burſt thorow our ve- 
ry Veins, whereby when we are in Action, our Lungs 955 
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other Veſſels and Paſſages: for 8 Reſpitation, are ſo glled, or 


tather obſtructed and choked, that we loſe immediatel 
our wind, and become quite out of Breath, until we be al. 


| lowed a little reſpite to recover it again; which is the true 


Ground of thoſe reaſonable Liſts or Intervals for Breathing, 7 
we obſerve allowed by People to other betwixt Bowts,; as 
they are commonly termed, when either fighting for a Prize, 


| or engaged for the Life (altho in this laſt Caſe, I think it ve / 
4 conſiſtent with Honour, unleſs there be ſome. previous 


-apitulation to the contrary, for a Man to take the Benefit 
of his wind, if he think he can thereby maſter his Adverſary 
ſo predominant is this unreaſonable,tho'very natural Paſſion, 
ANGER, over the ſtricteſt Reſolutions we can put on againſt 
it. For NATURE ALMIGHTY and Prevalent NATURE! 
who without ſomewhat more than a Natural Aid and Aſi- 
ſtance, can poſſibly, with eaſe, reſiſt and overcome her? But 


our Defence again. 


# 


Tn Parcing of the Blow, you are alſoto take Care, tha 
you Parie always with the Blade of your Sword, by forming 


2 good Croſs upon your Adverfary's Weapon, and never to 


ſuffer your Shell, or rather Back Ward of the Hilt to receive 

the Stroak; becauſe this is not only a falſe Parade, but might, _ 
alſo endanger the loſs of your Fingers, if not the whole . 
Hand; by reaſon, that ſuch a Defence can only be ſafely made 
uſe of againſt the Blom, hen a Man has a Back- ſword with a 
cloſs Hit or Guard, and that now a days there are but few x, 
ſuch Swords made uſe of, except amongſt the Highlanders in 
Scotland, and Backſword - Maſters or Gladiators in England,; 
altho I cannot but acknowledge, that ſuch cloſs Hi/rs are 1 
moſt ſafe and uſeful for both Horſe and Foot, when they Swords 
come to a cloſs Fight; becauſe they are mighty Preſeryers 83 
of the Sword. hand, from any unexpected Stroak, when a Man eee 
is engaged againſt more than one ſingle Man, and conſe. 


* 
— _ Ir . 


| quently cannot farm wo different Croſſes at one and the 


fame 


* 
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fame time, ſo that his cloſs Hilt ſupplies the Place of one Croſt, 
while his Sword's Blade is a performing tlie other; and 
therefore I earneſtly recommend the uſe of them in the Ar. 
my both for Foot and Horſe. 1 d 8 Bu 


Ir I miſtake it not, the Royal Regiment of Scots Dri. 
goons are furniſhed with ſuch cloſs Hilted Sword, whereof 
they have no doubt found the Benefit, in the ſeveral En. 


gagements they had theſe two or three laſt Campaigns, in 


which they acquired more than a proportion bla Share, in 
the Glory of the great and ſurpriſing Vifories obtaind 
over the French, And I doubt not, but asthe Benefit and 80 
curity flowing from ſuch Hi/rs in a cloſs Engagement, for 
the Preſervation of ones Sword-hand, where perhaps two or 
three are engaged againſt one, are more known, fo the Go · 
vernment will hereafter order the Army, to be better pro. 
vided of them; becauſe, for a general and cloſs Engagement, 


better Swords there cannot poſſibly be, than thoſe kind of tif, 
 welkedged Sheering-Swords, of a moderate length, and with 
good, cloſs, or as they are more commonly termed by the Yul- 


gar,” Shell or Sheep-head Hilts. | 1 | 2 
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This I SHALL 'therefore once again repeat it; That I wiſh the 


Hanging · 


Guard 


moſt uſe- 
ful to all 

Wo ſerve 
nin the 


Army. 


great Benefit of ſo general and ſafe a Defence, flowing from 
this Parade, in a cloſs Engagement, where People come al. 
wiſe to Sabring, and ſharp Blows and Thruſts, may be a ſuffi. 
cient Recommendation of this 'Hanging-Guard, and conſe- 
quently of this New Method of Fencing, to all Perſons, but 


eſpecially to ſuch as ſerve in the Army, who it is very pro- 


bable, may be more frequently ſo circumſtantiate as I have 
been ſhowing, than other Gentlemen, whoſe chief Concern 
is only for their Defence-in private Quarrels, not in publick 
Engagements; altho ſuch Perſons may come ſometimes to 
be ſurrounded with a Mob; where this general Defence 
will prove as ſerviceable to them for their Preſervation, as 

HS it 


Chap. 


| fend a 


lis Trenches, 'and Bach and Breaſt, or perhaps ſometimes 
Heels, when he has not the Courage to ſtand it. Yet ſpine if 
an Officer,” whether of Horſe or Foot, is many times triſte 
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it can be to thoſe. who carry Her Majeſty's Commiſſion; 


4 


and therefore it ought to be neglected by neither, the one 


perhaps having his Life to defend in the midſt of a Rabble, 


engaged” Battie. 


as well as the other has his to preſerve in the heat of a cloſs 


Bur per aps, ſome Hotſpur” of an Officer may fay, To 
what purpoſe this Advice to us Officers of the Army, who 
ſt amongſt Bullets; will this Parade ward and de- 
a Piſtol or Muſquet Bullet > if it could, then indeed 
Fencing were an uſeful Art, and this a moſt excellent Book; 


| but ſeing it cannot do that, what Ggnifies it to us in the 
| Army? . „ o Tt 1 mw be Th ; FT N Y . 


© 


Ix Anſwer to which, ( for I have ſometimes to my. ſur- 


prize, heard ſuch weak Diſcourſe, which makes me Sar an 
Anſwer to it; otherwiſe it were not worth my while) I 
fy, That altho with this Parade, he can neither Parie Can- 
non nor Muſquet Bullet; becauſe for theſe I remit him to 


* 


- 
— 


with a cloſe Engagement, where they come to Sabreing ; this 
excellent Parade, tho it can neither Parie Cannon nor Mu. 
Fes (altho. it can do that alſo, as much as any other whats 
mever, which is NOT AT ALL};) yet it will ſave a 
Man a great deal better, if dexterouſly made uſe of, from 
many a Slap and Wound, he would otherwiſe receive, than 
any other Parade of the Sword he could poſſibly make uſe 
of: If this Gentleman will not believe me, I allow him to 
go on in his old Method, and I doubt not, but before the 
end of the next Campaign, he will be the firſt that will re- 
pent it. So leaving it to be perfectly practiſed by him, 
if he pleaſes, (for he can never chuſe nor make uſe of a 
better) I ſhall proceed. to the Offenſive Part, or Purſuit, 
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moſt naturally flowing from this ſafe and excellent Hanging: 
Guard, 7 FFC | 


41 
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Of the Purſuit, as well Blows as Thruſt, 
wherewith a Man is to attack his Adverſay 
from thy Hanging: Guard. 

As the Improvement of this Hanging. Guard gave me 4 

great deal of Satisfaction, When I firſt. fell upon it, 
. .  - becauſe 1 hoped it might prove a Mean to advance 


the Practice of a General Defence, whereby. many a good and 
brave Man's Life might be ſaved; and that I have all along 
with a great deal of Pleaſure deſcribed its chief Advanta: 


ges; as alſo the true and univerſal Defence ii gives again 
all Weapons, as well edged as pointed; So it is with a kind 


of Regrate and W that I now engage my ſelf t 
ic 


diſcover tliat Part of it, which in place of preſerving, is whol 
ly intended for the Ruin and Deſtruction of our Adverl 


CxxrAixLx, the true. Deſign at firſt of this uſeſul At, 
Was to teach us chiefly,how:we might defend our ſelves from 
the Barbarous and Inhumane Aſſaults of ill-natured and 


Auarrelſome Neighbours; for ſo the true meaning of thc 


Word or Term Fencing, as I have formerly ſaid, imports; 


ſo that the Offenſive Part is in a manner forced in upon the 


Art. Would to GOD, the generalpravity of Human Nature did 
not give ſo much Occaſion for it; for to that degree of bad 
Nature and Wickedneſs is Mankind long ago arrived, ew 

| | | they 
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they in a manner lay it down as a general Maxim, That no 
Man can woll protet and defend himſelf, if at the ſame time 
| he attempt not with all his Might, to offend and qeſtroy his 
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Adverſary, altho never ſo dear to him, before the happening 
of the, perhaps but pitiful and trifling, Quatrel: And which 


| is yet moss ſurpei gig, and moſt of 21 to be tegreted; this 


Spirit of Perſecution and Revenge, ſtops not at che Reſent- 
ment by private Quarrels, wherein Satisfaction is given be · 
twixt Mam and Man, id extends'1 it ſelf to the e 
of ner nne, | el 1 


For we Gally be, char! e 


* * 4% . 


vn Ardibicions bn reg 


| thorow I may ſay, an ambitious but perverſe Miſtake, ens 


dea vour to per fwacle their Subjects, chat it is not polnbie 


for them, to preſerve and defend their ow-˖lQ Dominions, ij 


at the ſame time, they make not Inredes and Incurſions upon 2 


their Neighbouring Territories, whereby they — neceſſi 


tate, not only to engage moſt of their own People, WhO o- 
ther wiſe might live moſt peaceably and plenti fully at home; 
The two greateſt ot Earthly Bleſſings; but alſo a conſiderable 
Number & their Allies (Ibo are erhaps, very Urtle firthot 
concerned in the pretended, and many times groundlefs 
Quarrel, than only out of Souplaigeue, to humour or gratis 
ſy their Ambition, and covetous Itch of e 1 a 
1988 Scene of Blood: . + 


With mo 75 Hager Zeal is ; Tidnout') 1 N tte . 
Honour! that guilded Idol of the Great; 9 5 5 
Por which, how dv th' Ambitious toil and hs, 
And. thinÞt, with-any Peril cheaply bought ? ca D227, 
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| And that they may the more eaſily prevail with, and 
engage indifferent, tho well meaning and Valorous Perſons, 


to aſſiſt them in their unneighbourly, and many times un. 


chriſtian Wars; they bait their Hooks with Money, and guild 
them over with the Promiſe, and vain Expectation of gain, 
ing Honoar ; which altho for the moſt part falſe and coun- 
terfeit, as commonly acquired and pretended to, and at bot. 


tom but a Chimera, and empty Sound which quickly va- 


niſhes; or as one very well expreſſes it, A glittering Star of 


Folly, to influence and captivate vain Minds, and to make the 
Jonorant gaze, às it were upon a blazing and fiery Comet; yet has 
ſuch an alluring and prevailing Quality over moſt Perſons, 
as that few can. reſiſt, being enchanted and caught by it; 


nat But true Magnanimity, and real, and generous Honour, 


true H 


nour is. 


o conſiſts not in the Oppreſſing and Conquering of our Neigh- 


bours, nor in the defending of mean and. pitiful drunken 


Quarrels, for the moſt part not to be owned by Men of 


Senſe without bluſhing ; tar leſs worth the while of Reſent- 
ing by Men of true Honour: But in defending our Religion, 
Liberty, and Lives, when encroacht upon, and unjuſtly at- 
tack'd, and wherein all Brave Men, and good Patriots are 
concerned, and obliged both by the Laws of GOD and Na. 
ture, as well as of Man, to e0ga for their Relief ; and when 
it exceeds theſe Limits, it is ſo far f 

mity and Vertue, or deſerving the Noble, Heroick, and 
Juſt Character of Honour, that whoever are Abetters of it, 
except out of meer Neceſſity and Pinch, deſerve truly rather 


the Epithete of Men-killers, as of Men ot Valour, and true 


Heroick Honour. For, let the Ambitious aſſert what they 


will, it is not Power and Oppreſſion, nay nor Victories and 


Conqueſt obtained by the greateſt Conduct and Valour, but 
real Vertue that is the only Source, and true Foundation of 


all ſolid and permanent Honour. 


\ 


So 


ar from being true Magnani. 
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to imitate, this Cru 


prompts and Meds e Perſons, ftill more and more 


— 


— 


Tus vitious and bloody Temper then, being, I am afraid, 


from this Hanging- Guard; declaring alwiſe, that I do it not, 
to encourage 5 in the leaſt to make uſe of it, meerly for 
the ruin and deſtruction of their Adverſaries; but only as a 
Supplement, and Addition to the former Defenſive Part, for 


Honour, as well as Good Chriſtians, we ought by all means 


PR to endeavour to preſerve, not. to deſtroy our Fel- 
ow-ſubjets; and this being my Deſign, as I hope it ſhall 
be alſo the Reſolution of my generous Reader, (and ſure Iam 


it will, if he-be a Man of True Magnantmity and Honour) 1 


frankly proceed to it as follows. 


As all Guards, or Poſtares of Defence, are generally pur- 
ſued by either ſmart and ſwift Plain Thraſts, Feints, Beat. 
ing, Binding or Croſſing the Adverſary's Sword with a 

X 2 Spring 


1 


80 Matters being thus managed by the Ambitious, and 
this being indeed the true, but deplorable State of Affairs at 
| preſent, betwixt moſt Princes in Earope; it cannot be expe- 
ated when the Contagion, hath in a manner overſpread the 
whole Body, but that the particular Members muſt be very. 
much tainted and infected with it; and this perverſe and 
malicious Temper being nouriſhed, as well by the natural The gre. 
pravity of our corrupt Nature, as by publick Example, 2 of 


by 28 — 2 a Ample. 
as well as unchriſtian Spirit of Re- "TY 


rather to be regrated than rectified; and that it is to be 
feared, People will, notwithſtanding of the ſtrongeſt Argu- 
ments can be offer'd againſt it, ſtill perſiſt in the gratifying, 
of this revengful and offending Diſpoſition : I ſhall, altho I _ 
mult ſay, very far contrary to my Inclinations, diſcover to 
them, thoſe Methods of Offending, which moſt naturally flow. 


their more general and certain Defence; . for as Trae Men of 
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Spring from the Wreſt, Paſſing, Encloſing, and Commanding , 
ſd may this Guard be alſo attacked by all thoſe different 
Methods, altho much more naturally by ſome of them, than 
by others: Therefore, that I may burthen my Readers 
Memory as little as poſſible, I ſhall only 3 thoſe: 
Leſſaus, which will, in- my Opinion, have the greateſt Sue · 
dels againſt this Hanging-Guarad, and explain them to him as 
diuiſtincly and briefly as poſſible: For as to the Purſuit from 
: - - - this Hanging. Guard, againſt any of the other Guards, that 
aA. Man's. Adverſary may take himſelf to, in oppoſition to. 
itz, ſeing L haue already ſhown: in the Defenſive Part, the: 
Method a Man is to take to oppoſe them with this Hanging. 
Guard; and for which, he may Conſult the. Plate, fg. 3. 
and 6. for his better conception of it,. So, 
go Fox: the general Purſuit: of them all, as well as of this, 1 
general ſhall only | Fen him this 3 Rule, That he may make a 
Rule ſor MRI. + 
the Pur- Thruſs Ol; lam as:heſha 
nit of all Adverſary gives an Open; and when his Adverſary does not 
Guards. give liim one, then he muſt make. one to himſelf, either by a 
Feint, or a Spninging Croſs or Beat; remembring alwiſe, after 
the diſcharging of his Thraft or Blow, to return to the Poſture 
of this Cel Guard again for his Defence; for if he ſhould 
recover 0 any other Poſture, he would then quite 
go from this Guard, and ſo loſe the Benefit of its ſecure and 
general Defence, for which I ſo much recommend it. 


Lux this ſuffice. in ſhort, for the general Purſuit (from 
this Guard) of other Poſtares of Defence, of Guards; ſeing it 
will be a ſufficient Inſtruction to any intelligent Reader, af. 
ter I. have once fully explained the Purſuits moſt naturally 
flowing from this Guard, againſt any, Adverſary who -ſhall 
oppoſe it with the ſame Poſtare:; For, were I to go :thorow 
all the other Guards, aſter the ſame manner as I intend to go 
thorow. this, it would ſwell this ſmall Eſſay to a conſidera ble 
on . „ e 


judge it muſt proper, wherever his 
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Volume, Which is not at all my Peſign; and the rather, be- 


cauſe, if the Reader be curious to know more of the Parſwits: 


from, and againſt the. ordinary Guards, he may Conſult ei. 


ther the Scots Fencing-Maſter, ( where he will meet with 


| full Satisfaction, if Variety can pleaſe him) or Monſieur De 
Liancour's Book in French, intitled, Le Maitre 4 Armes, or 
The Fencing-Maſter; one of the beſt Books I know: in its 
kind, for the ordinary Method of PraRice, as commonly. 
Taught in the Schools, altho there are a great many things in 


a 


it v Hich ought to be reQified, and:which I havealſoattempr-- 


ed to do in ſome meaſure, all along in explaining of the 


Terms of Art,. which indeed chiefly. belong to the Common 


= 


in need but of a very few. 


Method ; this new: One, as-I-have frequently faid, ftanding 


Now, to begin with the OQenſius Fart, which relates more 


eſpecially to this Hanging-Guard; you are to know, that 


3 ww 
1 * : 


when your Adverſary preſents. his Sword from it, and that 


jou oppoſe it with, yours ;. there are. chiefly Tour different: 


J 


Poſitions, in Which your Sword may be placed with reſpect 
to his, either at art preſenting, or in the time of your Eo · 
is Left - ſide; or Beneath or Above it, towards his Right: But 
becauſe. the moſt ordinary Poſition of your 5 at fi 
preſenting, will be Without and Beneath your 'Adverſary's> 
Sword, the Point inclining a little towards theLeit.fide (at leaſt 
you are to endeavour to make. it ſo if poſſible, for your greater 
Security at firſt Bugaging) the other Poſitians, proceeding ra - 
ther from the Method of Parieing when engaged, than from 
the ordinary Poſture of the Guard: Therefore, I ſhall dra the 
Leſſons, as well Blows as Thraſts, which I-intend to explain, 
from this Poſition: of your Sword; for hen once the Leſſaus, 


a and that is, either Beneath or Above it, towards: 
S 


that may þe. played: from this Poſition of your Sword, are 
exactly under toad, the Leſſons ſrom any oſ the other Three: 


ni 


cw” 


rd at firſt; 


od * 4 — * 
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upon this Poſition, of your Sword being without and beneat 


your Adverſary's, to any of the other three. See Fig. 1: & 2. 


The ge. | THs Adverſary's Sword then, being kept upon this 


. neral Gaard in a ſloping Poſition, the Point enclining towards the 


Purſuits 


of che Ground (and yours without and beneath it, the Point a 


Hanging little to his left Side, for your greater Security, as I faid, at 
Guard. firſt Engaging) makes, that there are only two Parts, where- 
at moſt naturally and with greateſt Eaſe you can attack him, 


to wit, without and beneath the Sword, and without and a- 


bove it; It alſo gives but very rarely an Opportunity of ei. 


ther Beating or Binding; fo that the moſt proper Purſuits 
againſt this Guard, are, a ſmart plain Thruſt; a ſingle or 
double Feint ; Half-paſſes, Encloſing and Commanding : Of all 
which in order as I explain the following Leſſons, 


Ty your Adverſary therefore take himſelf to this Guard, + 


and you upon the fame Guard, preſent your Sword W:thout 


; andaalittle Beneath it, then (ſuppoſing alwiſe that you are 
Within Meaſare or Reach of him, for if you are without 

Diſtance, you muſt either firſt Aproach before you begin 
your Leſſon, or otherwiſe Approach with the firſt Motion 


of your Leſſon, when it will admit of it, and that you can 


thereby reach your Adverſary, which. by a little Practice 


you will quickly diſcover ) I ſay, when you have thus pre- 


ſented your Sword, you may purſue your Adverſary, upon 
theſe two Parts I before mentioned, with ſix different 72 


ſons or Thruſts, and conſequently with as many Half paſſes 


The par- Or Encloſings, becauſe againſt all Gaards, a Man may for 


ticular the — part, when he pleaſes, finiſh and terminate any 
Purſuit Thraft with an Encloſing, and his Enelofng ee 
Guard to Command the Sword; but againſt this Guard eſpecially, 
3 nothing can be more eaſy; and theſe Six Leſſons, are, Two 
© Leſſons. plain Thrafts; Two Single Feints ; and Two Double — 2 
| Es TE 


166  Hope's new Method, Chap: VI. 


CCC 


” " * * * 
ä = * 4 Mn 
1 * ty * 


— 


Chap. VI. Of Fencing, &: 16 


Tux firſt Leſſon is, A plain Thraſt in Seconde, upon the 1g, 
me Side you are lying with your Sword, or without Dis- ficſt, - 

| engaging, carrying ſometimes your Sword. hand low, and 

| alſo in Tierce for the better eviting of your Adverſary's Pa- 


rade, and the Point towards the upper Part of his Belly on- 
ly, for I am altogether (as I before ſaid in the Article anent 
thrafting, Error 2. p. 89. ) againſt Planting. or Thraſting too 


high, the common Direction in Schools, where a Man muſt 


of neceſſity pierce either Bones, or very hard Cartilages, 
before he can dangerouſly wound his Adverſary; whereas 


| when a Man Tyruſis about the Belly, he is not only with 


more difficulty Paried, but alſo his Sword penetrates with 
a great deal of more Eaſe, and with leſs Force and Con- 


ſtraint to his own Body: You: may alſo if you pleaſe, very 
| fafely convert this Thra# into a Half-paſs, either for Euclo. 


ſing or Commanding ; or you may, it you can catch the Op- 
ortunity, and that your Adverſary's Sword comes to be 
beneath yours, and but a little towards your left ſide, 
form a kind of Flancanade Thruſt upon him, by directing 
the Point towards the left ſide of his Belly, your Sword. hand 


in Quarte, oppoſing at the ſame time his Sword with your 


left Hand, to prevent a Contre. temps or exchanged Thra#, 
as you are giving Home the Thruſt ; and if in place of a Thraſe - 
you intend a Blow, then you may make a Jerk or Stroak 

upwards at the Wreſt, or lower part of your Adverſary's | 


Sword. hand, taking alwiſe Care: to edge your Blow right, if 
it be with a Sheering-Sword, that is, that you do not ſtrike 
| with the flat fide of your Sword: A Direction to be obſerv- 
ed in the delivering of every other Blow, as well as this, 


altho this kind of upward Jerking Blow, be indeed more dif- 
aculr to Edge than any other. Fro bus 


» 33 : 


Bur I muſt here advertiſe. you once for all, that all 


Jerking Stroaks upwards from this Gaard, ſuch as this I 


have 


. 
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have been deſeribing, altho they may ſometimes happen 
to disable, yet they ate ſor the moſt part very weak, and 


do but little Prejudice; Therefore, I much father tecont- 


mend to you thoſe Blows, Which are perform d by: bringing 


— 


down the Son- hand or Blow, as by either carrying of « 


up, or ſide-wiſe: and therefore in place of chis Jerkin 


Stroak upwards; you may male a very good Blow down: 
wards, either towards his Head, or oùt.-ſide of his Wireſt, 
or advanced Thigh, Leg, or Foot, or even upon the in (ide, 
if you time it riglit, and wirl a Stope Motion from Rig 
to Left beneath is Sword: For ſuch a Yown-rightBlow, i 
performed ſeaſonably, and wich Vigour, will not only ms 
ny times diſable, but may come to take away the Liſt 
When directed towards the Head or Neck; whereas the 
Biom upwards with a Jerk, being weak, is a great deal mort 
proper for making an Open, and therefore may be made 
Uſe of very conveniently, as well with a ſmall Sword a 
with a Sheering, in place of a Feint; for you are ſure d 
one of two by it, that if you hit, you may diſable by it, 
"and if you do not hit, yet it will certainly oblige your Ad. 
verſary,; to diſcover an Open to you Without and Above the 
Sword (for lex ſome nice Sword-men' fancy hat they wil, 
and notwithſtanding of all their tri Injunctions to the con- 
trary, it is ſcarcely poſſihle for any Man, to reſtrain altogs 
ther from anſwering a Brisk and Lively made Motion ot 
Feint, let him put on the ſtrongeſt Reſolutions imaginable 
to the contrary) whereby you will have an excellent and 
full dow#right Stroak at his Head or Shoulders; the -only 
Stroak indeed that 1 value, and would'adviſe every Man 
to aim at, who really deſigns to do good Execution againſt 
his Adverſary by Bloms; becauſe the moſt part of other 
kind of Blows, are, as I ſaid, rather for diſcovering and gain- 


Wend altho ſometimes they may alſo come to diſable; 


1creas this kind of Down-right Blow is for real Execution, 
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yea even to take away the Life, if vigorouſly delivered by 
you, and fully received by your Adverſar y. 


: . 
6 92 21 6 - — 
ol * 1 * 
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Arko after all, when there is a real Defign againſt the An ex- 
Life, there is nothing comparable to the Thraft, becauſe of Silent 
; . 1 | PE 1 irection 
its being, when right Planted, ſo much more dangerous, in all En- 
and frequently more mortal than the Blow; Therefore in gage. 
this Caſe, I would never attempt, either a real or feigned for 8 
Blow, unleſs it were to procure. a better Open to thruſt at, Life. 

or when I could not ' poſſibly thruſt, which can but very 

rarely fall out. Theſe three laſt” Directions, of making as 

much uſe of the Domu. right or Sloping Blow. Down-wards as 
poſſible, and Edging it right, when a Man does ftrike in 

good Earneſt ; and of alwife making moſt uſe of the Point, 
eſpecially when there is Real and Bloody Execution intend- 

ed, even to the taking away of the Life, are of ſuch Con. 
ſequence, in an earneſt and revengeful Engagement with 

Sharps, that I cannot but adviſe the Reader to mark them. 


| your Adverſary's Sword, by diſengaging, and planting it — 
as low, your Sword. hand in Quarte or Tierce, which you 
leaſe, as you can conveniently force it upon his Sword; for 
in this Thruſt I find it always convenient, to take a little 
more of the Adverſary's Body, by HE of his Sword, 
than is neceſſary upon moſt other Thruſts, by reaſon of the 

| Parade of this Taff being ſo very eaſy to him: This is 
what I call, Forcing of his Sword; and indeed without it, or 
having an exceeding ſwift Method of Thraſting, a Man ſhall 
ſcarcely. wound his Adverſary with this plain Thruſt with - 
out and above the Sword, if he has any thing of -a quick 
Parade, unleſs he firſt cauſe him to diſcover- an Open, by 
making a Feint without and below his Sword, which is the 
next Leſſon I am to. deſcribe. TRY 


. TuIs 


Taz ſecond Leſſon is, a plain Thru Without and Alove Leda 
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Tuis plain Thruſt without and above the Sword, may be 
alſo turn'd if you pleaſe, to a Halfepaſs, an Encloſing or Con. 
mand ing, and is in my Opinion a ſafer one, than that in the 

preceediag Leſſon, without and below your 'Adverſary's 
Sword; becauſe in this your Sword-hand, if you fail in your 
Commanding, is more diſengaged, and at liberty to make good 
your Defence, when you have thus put your ſelf out of or. 
der, than it is in the former; and you can alſo more readil 
command and catch hold of your Adverſary's Sword wit 
jour left hand, than you can poſſibly do in the preceeding 
Leon, unleſs you can in it have the Conveniency of Eu. 
cloſing and Commanding quite beneath his Sword, which re- 
ſembles much the Leſſon called in the Schools Usder Counter; 
altho either of the Opportunities in both Leffons are very 
good, as a Man ſhall in Practice accuſtom himſelf to them, 
Theſe two Terms of Art, or rather Leſſons, Flancanade and 
 Under-Counter, were not forgot, but purpoſely omitted by me 
in diſcourſing of the Terms of Art, becauſe a Man «cannot 
palwK⸗ay them Tie e this Guard, but only form 
two Thraſts, which refemble them a little; and therefore 
, they belonging chiefly to the common Method, and even in 
it, the Opportunity very rarely to be got of playing them, 
eſpecially at Sharps, I did not judge it worth my U hike to 
diſcourſe of them, altho I now thought it convenient juſt but 
0 name them, that the Reader may know there are two 
ſuch Leſſons taught in the Schools. 


Ass ſor a Blow, the converting of this Thruſt without and 

| above the Sword to it, is the moſt Natural that can be form- 
ct againſt this Guard, becauſe here, a Man has a plain and 

full down-right Blow at the upper Parts of his: Adverſary, ei. 

ther Head: or Shoulders, altho the Head ſhould be alwiſe moſt 

aimed at; and albeit this Blow be indeed eaſie enof to defend 

by the Adverſary, yet if he fail in it, he may come to be jo 


_ 1 — ce WM r Doom 


it; eſpecially if 
hrly edged, and 


ne 


s, Or Blows. Anexcel- 
— lent Dire» 
ction | 


plain Thraſt, that in fuch JunQures a Man is either to expect 

and fear himſelf, or to make his Adverſary apprehenſive of, 

the other ſubtile, nice and diverting Play with Feints, CroF - 

ſings, Binding, Beating and Tegel altho uſeful in a ſingle 
* 8 


Combat, being but of very little ute to a Man, either in a 
Battel when he comes to cloſs rhe or when he happens to 

be accidentally engaged in any Rabble, where he is envi- 
roned with a Crowd. Therefore I recommend much the Pra. 
Ciice, both of the quick Delivery, and Defence of this kind 
of Down- right or Stoping Blow downwards, to all who are 
concerned in the Army, or Who intend to be truly Maſters 
> an uſeful Barre} with Blows, whether Offenſive or Defen. 

„ ‚—⁹ůã i: 11911 2 TOS] . 


Tux third Leſſon, as J ſaid, is a ſingle Feint without and Lesen 
below the Sword, and becauſe it is made upon the ſame third. 

fide that your Sword is preſented, the Motion ok the Feint 

is therelofe made without diſengaging, by only ren a 

lively Motion with the Sword-hand, as if you intended to 

give home a plain Thra# upon the fame fide, and immedi - 

, ately "afterwards n . in the Thruſt with ⸗ 
OE | 2 out 
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out and above the Sword, by a little preſſing upon, or for- up 
cing your Adverſary's Sword, if needtul, as in the ſecond a 


Leſſon, fo make your Thruſt the more effectual. yo 
p and with greater Eaſe and Force, converted into a Down-right or 


Stroak, than that in the preceeding Lefſon, becauſe the Mo. fot 
tion of the Feint upon the ſame ſide your Sword is preſent.. nil 


ed, adds more Life and Vigour to it, than if the B/ow were 00 
to be delivered ſimply without it; for here, I may ſay, the in 


Blom, as Water does in a ſtrong Current, gathers Strength 

in its Motion, vim acquirit eundo; the motion of the Feint, 3 
ſets the Blow firſt a going, whereby it is diſcharged; with 80 
more Violence and Force, than if it were delivered ſimply th 
Without any antecedent Motion, ſuch as that of the Lively | 
Feint, made without and beneath the Sword before diſen. 


1 


gaging. 


. So that I look upon this Leſſon from a ſingle Feint with⸗ 
out and below the Sword, to be abſolutely one of the beſt a 

Man can make uſe of upon this Hanging-Guard ; which-e. bo 

; ver of the two Offences he deſigns, either Blow or Thraſt; 0 
Ca good only he is to take ſpecial Care, that in the time he is making Ml © 

J . his. Feint, his Adverſary take not Time upon him, by thruct- in 

ing or ſtriking at the ſame time he is a forming of his Feint; | 

25 is the greateſt hazard a Man is expos d to, not only 

in this Leſſon, but in all others which are preceeded by a me 

Feint: Therefore let this Caution ſerve once for all, where [rd 


Ay ſeeing I am upon Feints, There is alſo another very as 
flow feigned Blow from right to left beneath your Adverſarys MW 
Sword, towards his Legs; this flow Motion of a Blow, will 

readily draw on and encourage your Adverſary to ſtrike our 
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upon that aa 1 if he do it not the ar time, give "PIE CL: 
a ſecond and even third Opportunity) which ſo ſoon as ever — 
you perceive he takes, you are inſtantly to Parie with the 8 
Croſs Parade above your Sword, as in Fig. 16. and give him a | 

| Riſpoſted Blow either upon the out, or in-fide of his Thigh, Leg, N 

or boot, which you pleaſe: This is a moſt uſeful kind of Srroat 

for diſabling the advanced Leg, and very often takes, if cun- 

ningly gone about; As ſor the Half-paſs, Encloſing, and 

commanding upon this Leſſon, oy, are to de e as | 

in the ſecond Leſſon. | pl 50 e ee eee 
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Tux Garch Leſſon is, a Single Frint dene wi aſe R 
Sword by diſengaging, and then giving the Thruſt below fourth. 
the Sword at the upper-part of the Belly, the Sword-hand . 
in Seconde, and ſometimes alſo with the Hilt low and Point. 
high, the better to refitt your Adverſary's Parade: This Thruſt” gg | 
may be alſo converted into a Half: ae an 99 ing or a 4 
nanding,. as in the firſt Lellon. . 


1 NEO .. 1197. 03 

, As for the Blow from has Leſſon, ah Feint vein is a- 
ore the Sword, the Blow. muſt be delivered towards te 
. nght Thigh en or Pool, upon the'out-fide,” being perform: 
; ( after the fame manne er as in the firſt Leſſor, or as that 

f immediately deſcribed: in the laft Paragraph of t the third: 124 


Taz fifth telt i is, 4 L Double Feint, "thi firſt Motion being Leſſen 
made without and beneath the Sword or upon the ſar le- 
de your Sword is preſented; the'ſecom without and above 
the Sword, at the Head or Breaſt ; and the third, Wich is 
the J. Loft,” muſt be delivered without and be ow the Sword, | 
as in Leſſon firſt ; andſoare alſo the Half-p4 5, Enclofing And F 
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5 Commanding, if 4 Man fhall refolve to male uſe of any of. © 5 
s oem u ſfom iy mc be performed a8 in the rſt. . 1 

: CIA MST Fil £ b | Tom . | 
e | | "bs 18 = bie 26741 tt To is, r 1 
K. 5 ; * 8 ; | 


4k . - 
Taft 2 
5 
D 


* "I" * a 
* here . * . 
08 * „ 
- F WS. a 
" 9 


PIE 
RE; 8 


— Pe 


11702 the gl i wir fon 4105 A 8 7 a, WS a 

Motion being below the COP makes that the Blow alſo 

Thruſt Was, or at leaſt upon 

the oilsfide of the x Sword, wiereby it will be but very weak; 
0 


falls to be given beneath, as the 


and therefore, I do not ſo much 2 — it from this Leſſon. ag 
from the next: And by the way you are to remember, that 
the Thruſts or Blows of all Das b terminate Alwiſ 


Los 


b- > fo 


tho very 


pri ng, 15 fimſb ah your Th hruft, * Yow, geren fame 11 — 
0 


Leflon, 10 the 75 7 Nerd is very e 17 and 1 many times 1 0 


to your greater e when ek reſolve to ollow 2 


Method of Pur ſuit. 


Leſſon "Tas Sixth, and i 
Sixth. 2 is another able ZR t e 8 a | 

| t and Abo --4 the the cond, Without and 

Rios he Word; and a Luft which is 12 0 third Motion, 
given T9, . and Without the Sword, by forcing or preſ- 
7 a little upon the 2 10 f as in 155 Secon 


I Leſſons, that Þ by or he i * ae , to rc upon his Bod: 


1 lk | 206 you 


This ouble Teint far t 
from this Guard; and dit e when a 
ka mug ues mare! frequeorly = of this than 


Brew, he ſhould, 9 
ſt terminates Beneath the 


14. Af 


8 old. "The He 
moſt aeg we bobs from this Leſſon, and are to be ei- 
ecute exa Guys wp in the Second and Third Leſſons, to which, 
that I ma y prevent — Iremit the Reader. : 
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ofion, being Furs 
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mg 7 pa Bow, webe t may 15 a ver) ; good 770 9 one 


drawn from it Above the IE i 2 upper. arts of the 


Body; and althe? it 155 not Rute o ſtrong as thoſe from. the 
Second or Third Leſſons, becauſe it 9 rom a, Hpulle 
Feint, yet if ſmartly and vigo Fan delivered, it 1457 0 25 1 
difable, but may, if right 55 edged, and well 1 anted. or di- 
refted, eſpecially to the e or Neck, A al r 
Weed! be, e Ort. 


I Thor 105 0 Ty co the 6 a5; poſſible ; 
and if he undder ſta eſ[ans or, Thrajts,..to- - 
gether with 1 B Fg fo mand · 


them exae ly. in A 
orion; upon this Poſit 55 0 his Bord, from whence I. 
deſcrived them, to wit, When his Sword i is preſented Without 


and Beneath his - Adverſary's, and a little toward.the Adver- 


fary's Lefi-ſide; 1 fay, if he be abſolutely Maſter of them 
from this Poſition ol his Sword, be will by a ety | ittle Re- 
flection ealily apply them to any of t her ofitions 1 
before named, vis. When bis Sword 1 18 8 9 Above, me 
Sword towards his Adverſary's Left.fide, or. Above or 95 
neath it towards his A Aver Ri ht ; 3 5 ſe; Poſt [tro 
his Sword being drawn, ae e och rath 775 rom the 118. 
tent ways whereby he forms his Parades while enga d, than 
e's e e e S 1 pre SUNG of 
8 wor L 139 70 


Fs 


Bur altho a Vas: may, 15 TEE bases come to Play 
th 77 aboyementioned Leſſons very exactly, eithor upon a 
aſter s Breaſtplate, or upon a Comrade; yet if he be not ac- 
9 ome, 10 et, MP. he will 1 with, in rung 


" when en- 
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f 


and conſequently have occaſion to make uſe of his Judgment, 
as well as of the practical Part of his Leſſons, he may find 
| himſelf difficulted, by reaſon of his not being inſtructed in the 
© "Fundamentals, and chief Circumſtances Which may occurr 
to him, not only in Aſſaulting for his Diverſion, but eſpeci- 
ally when engaged in an Occaſion for his Life; therefore it 
will not be amiſs, before I put a clofe to this Chapter, to 
inform him a little as to this Matter; and ſeing the Engaging 
in good earneſt with Sharps, is the chief Circumſtance where. 
ina Man can be concerned, and that if he knows how to ac. 
quit himſelf dexterouſly in it, he will eaſily do it for his Di. 
verſion with Blunts; therefore I ſhall tye my ſelf only to this 
"Circumſtance of being engaged with Sharps for the Life, 
and ſhall give no Directions, but what I judge abſolutely 
neceſſary for it; becauſe in ſuch a Caſe, multiplicity of Rules, 
as well as of Leſſons, do for the moſt part, in place of givi 
Relief and Aſſiſtance to one's Judgment, rather embarais 11 


e, 25-2 | 


in 


Inſtru- WREN a Man comes to engage for his Life, it muſt be ei. 


ctions for . 11 th 59 AE 4 Rb tt 0 
2 Man ther ina Crowd, where he is ſurrounded with two, three, 


| en" Or more, or in a Single Combate. If it be in a Crowd, or 
Sas cloſs Fight in a Battel, either a-Foot or Horſeback ; then he 
Fight a-isto Detend himſelf with the Cr Parade, as in Fig. 16. re- 
mongt 2 cyrning alwiſe from the Riſpoſte for his Offence, either ſmart 
" Blows, or plain Thruſts, and going till after every Thruſt or 
Stroak to the Parade, if they continue to attack him; and 


theſe he is to redouble, and continue at, ſo long as his 


Strength will allow him, until he either make way for him- 
ſelf, or get Relief from thoſe of his Party who are to Second 
him: Any other Leſſons belonging to the Sword, and which 
might be of great uſe in a Single Combat, ſuch as Feints, 
Beating, Securing of the Sword, Half-Paſſes, Encloſing and 
Commanding, being of little or no ule at all in ſuch Clos Er. 
gagements amidſt a Crowd ; becauſe, when a ä 
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brisk Officer, hath perhaps Diſabled, or run one Enemy tho- 
row, and is actually a commanding ot another; there ſteps 

in a Third, who endeavours to knock him on the head, or 
Cleave him down; for, Ve Hercules quidem contra multos. 
Therefore, in ſuch an unequal Engagement, there is no o- 
ther Courſe ro be taken by a Brave Man, who is reſolved 

to ſtand to it to the very laſt, but to diſcharge inceſſantly plaig 
Thruſts or Blows as ſmartly and quickly as he can, raking 
care at the ſame time, to receive or Defend his Adverſary's 
Stroaks, as much as he poſſibly can, upon the Blade of his 


Sword, with the abovementioned Croſs Parade. Tons 


. 


3 Armour is now a. days much out of Faſhion, A moſt 
amongſt Officers as well as Soldiers; it were in this Caſe 5 
moſt reaſonable, as well as it would be advantageous and poſal for 
convenient, that Officers at leaſt, ſnould be alwiſe provided eee | 
with good long Gauntlets, Sword-proof for their Left-hands, of 0%. 
which _ _ in the _— Embaraſs or incommode them ers. and 
when engaged; but upon the contrary, prove a great Relief dier. 
and Aſſiſ 56 to them.” ſi en oa Defence Io with a * 
good Sheering Sword, or Sabre with a cloſs Hilt, in one hand, a Clos 
and a long 2 Sword proof upon the otlier, which will of ove 
reach near to the Elbow; an agile, and ſharp or quick fight 
ed vigorous Man, may come to defend two or three Blows, 
at one and the ſame very time; that i, at leaſt one upon 
his Gauntlet or armed Leit-hand or Arm, by throwing it up 
to receive the Blow; and another with the Sword, if nor 
two, viz. One upoñ its Blade, and the other upon its Clos 
or Shell-hilt ; (the only proper Hilts for Swords of Battel }) © 
and which Defence will be, as J ſaid, a very great Advan- 
tage to any Man as well Soldier as Officer, When he ſhall be 
in a Cloſs Engagement, where they frequently come to ſharp 
and bloody Stroaks. Therefore I cannot but Recommend it, 
and Wiſh, that this Providing of Officers and Soldiers, both 
Horſe and Foot, with good 952 Gauntlets e | 

PL. x : air 
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ahi! best hasgs f I. gd Which n. time of Action, 
oughit to be hung at cheir Sword Belts, for the leſs incom- 
moding them when Marching may be taken into conſide. 
ration, by ſuch of the Gen e ere more nearly concern. 
ed, not only in the providing of the! Army, irh what is 
„ heedful for Offe but alſo with what is neceſſary, as 


well or the Defence and Prbſervation of their Lives, a8 for - 


the ſupport and ſubſiſtanee oß their Ferſons: For indeed, the 
Aexterous uſe of the Lefe-hand-is of ſuch uſe, novonly-i ina 
Crowd; but even in a e Combat, not withſtanding of the 
groſs al unaceountab @-of-it-of: late, famongſt the 
generality of the Profeſſors 12 the Art of Defence, that I cannot 
Pom b.  enof recommend it. So much in mort, for the Behaviour 
„of any Man upon this Hanging. Guard in Seconde; when he 
-- 4 ſhall come to be entziged, either in a Cloſs Fight in a. Field. 
Batrel in time of War, or A Crowd:in'a Tonis. Rabbi 

110 an time of Peace. ON Tan h 7G arts * gut oc, 2 CUR 
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| nag Berwif « Man ſhall bo a Misforty _ as to "rh pat 

TY in i ſingle Combat a · ſoot, ( becauſe for his behaviour. a Horle- 

0 owt, 'Peferr him td what I have ſaid, upom that head, in 

1 title ig. pag. 75 then; womuſtobe With either an Artif 
Colnbat. or ah: of ant; 


ith which of them ſoeder hebe to en. 
e will find their! Conſtirution or Temper, in the time 
of their Eogagentent, eo prove one of the Four following. 
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Four FIRST} They vii eher Avec, and eee 


Teuber aptly, Wien ac re * Or, 
of Adver- Nhe 01 £1113 ee yin aff} : 


aries, <4 SECONDLY, Keep hend fees almott- xt in one Place, 
e e Advancing or Ketitiug. Or, 
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FOUR HEE, Have a linie 66 all Three, 1 INE $ 


times ſtand fine} Te rata ae foe retires aud 


halal and vrt 


. She ſpe 3 01 


tho it be as L Lai, a Temper edn tits CIS 


more Per ſons to he tound, than of any of the other three.) 1 


hall therefore give a very few, but 8000 Instructions for 3 
Mans better behaving of himſelf, againſt each of theſe ſour 
different Tempers; tliat ſo Y Reader: may not be too much 
difficulted, hen he ſhall:be- dunkappy, eee in 


| earneſt aganilt any of them. Ia 


i % 00 lt 1993 ls "1 d aug; 
Wart 4 Mancthen,: ſhalb be engag 
Four different Tempers 1 have named, he muſt certainly be. 
come one of two; that i, ee Defender or Purſaer-. Y: 
1811 «hit ad ts 91164 391130 30 F LW QD 8 
1. baibbeomeatle e then! 1 need only remit him to 
the preceeding Chapter, here I have fully di ſcourſed, not 
oaly of the different Methods of oppoſing the Adverſary's 
Sword at firſt enga age but alſo of the Defences belonging to 
this Guard, hen it ſhall be attacked, either from: the ſame 
poſture, or from any of the common Gaudt in Quarte or 
Tiercs ; becauſe: that all IL could; here further add, would 
prove in a manner but a e 1 1 N ae, 
and fully ſet down' there, | 
2 2 Hou- 


againſt. any of theſe 
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Howzvxx, by a Man's f taking himſelf to the Defcnfive 0 
Part, and becoming the Defender, I do not here mean, that 


he ſhould wholly, or altogether tye himſelf up to it; for that 
were a ready way to encourage his Adverſary to purſue him 


An excel the more furiouſly : and therefore, what I am to adviſe 


ent ad- him, and which is indeed the only ſure Play at Sharps, is 3 


vice at 
Sharps. 


 Swora-Men. 


Ax this Middle kind of Play is the lively counterfeiting of 
a true Purſuit, by making brisk and lively Offenſive Moti- 
ons upon his Adverſary, as if he, really intended to Thruſt 
at and wound him, and then either converting this Half. 


Middle Play betwixt the two Extremes, that is, betwixt the 


tying or binding up of himſelf only to the Parade and Thrufts 


rom the Riſpoſte; and the wholly abandoning himſelf to the 
looſeneſs of à violent and inconſiderate Purſuit, without in the 
leaſt offering at any Defence at all: This laſt, being only to 
be made uſe of by hardy and forward ee e be · 
ing deſtitute of Art, are in a manner neceſſitate to it, becauſe 
they can do no better; and the former nat to be be ventur's 
upon, but by the Greateſt, moſt Expert, and Dexterous 


o 
* 
o 


721 when he finds it convenient, into a true One, by 
really giving home the Thruſts or Blows, and otherwiſe at. 
tacking him according to the particular Ofenſive Leſſons be- 
fore ſet down; or otherwiſe, when he finds that his Adver. 
fary will force home a Purſuit againſt him, actually to 
endeayour to Parie him, aſſiſting. bis Parade at the ſame time 


with the help of the Left-hand, and a Moderate Breaking of 


Meaſure, until the Flaſh of his  Adverfary's Purſuit be over, 
and then take him from the Riſpoſte; whereby he will himſelf 
become the Purſaer upon the back of his own Defence, which 
will diſcover him to be a great Maſter ot the Art; this being 


| indeed the only true Play Sword in hand,” for any Man who 


| bath come ſuch a length in che Art, as that he can with a 


good 
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ood Meaſure of Aſſurance make uſe of it. This is all that is 
needful for any Man to obſerve, when he ſhall take himſelf 
moltly to the Defenſive Part againſt any Adverſary whatſo- _. 
ever; but eſpecially againſt thoſe of the ft, or forward »;..a; 
Rambling. Temper ;. for which, to prevent Repetitions, it ons a- 


a ; Y | : 2 . / ; 8 . 0 j 8 0 ſt t 755 
le hall at preſent ſerve, (together with what I have ſaid in page ma 2 


71. and 73- J for a ſufficient Inſtruction or Direction againſt per. 


A | Rp] DIY 1 
he them. Therefore, the Reader is intreated to mark it, there be- 
ts ing indeed contained here, a great deal of Art and Judgment, 


in what we call ſure, and wary Fencing, ina very few Lines. 


Axpo I cannot but in this place take notice, how inconſi- 
ſtent the above-mentioned Monſieur De Liancour is with 


ſe himſelf, when he is giving Directions anent a Man's beha- 

0 viour againſt this Raſh, and precipitantly Forward Temper, 

us which alwiſe Advances. For there, page 41. of the Amſterdam 

1 Edition, Anne 1692, he adviſes a Man to Thruſt: for the 1 


moſt part, alwiſe Out at 4 Venture, upon ſuch an Adverſary's 


Purſuit, without ſo much as ever offering firſt to go to the 
ti Sword, or to Parie; which is a very ſtrange Advice for ſo. 
i great 2 Maſter, and much the ſame as if he ſhould have ſaid, 
＋ Whenever any Man purſues youlviolently and irregulaxly, Abandon ' 
y quite your Art, aud. relying meerly upon Chance, Thruff ſmaxtly- 
t out upon him; which is a ventorious, and I may ſay, ſo Fool - 


hardy a Practice, that notwithſtanding of its ſometimes: 
ſucceeding, I altogether condemn in any Artiſt, unleſs, as 1 
have ſaid elſewhere, page 113. and 114. to which I referr the 
Reader, he be driven beyond the very Bounds and Limits! 


of of all Art, ſo that it can be no more ferviceable to him, 
T, which is what can ſcarcely fall out: And if Monſieur De Lian- 


our had coofined this Dire&ion of alwiſe Thrſting out, only to 
h this difficult JunQure I have named, then I ſhould willingly 


9 have agreed with him. But ſeing he. makes this Thruſting 

10 out, (and which is indeed a kind of Thraſting upon Time). 

2 his chief, and I may fay only, contrary to this forward _ : 
i | | 5 | * „ ; ; er) = | Ram 


l 82 3 Hop 0 


Rambling Tem per; I: cool [bur dirom him by difaps 
proving. 5 it; and the rather becauſe in tlie very ſame Book 
Tha p. 6. When he is diſcourſing of Time, and the Method of 
Seaſonably- taking it, he wholly diſapproves: the Practice of 
it, eſpecially at Sharps; and adviſes in place of it, a good firm 


Pride, accompanied wich a dry Beat, or Batement ſec as he | 
calls ir, which is indeed ſpoke Uke d true S ordt man and 


Judicious Maſter; and wherein I heartily: go along and con. 
cur With him; but not at all in his ventorious 7 Malling oat 
ab Random, which is nor only contrary: to all True 80 but 
even againſt all ſound Reaſon. 5 
DN en ien ei 92810 eit ni aud 269785 I dE 

10 1 coup not en forbear making hoe Obel, leſt 
. this-imperfeQ or By- direction, if I may'fo term it, of Mr. De 
Liaxcoar, ſhould have greater Influence upon ſome young 
Perſons,” who may ' peruſe. his Book, than really it 'ovght; 
bot that I ma Siders brero reboncile a little theſe two ſo 

ppoſite Directions, he in my Opinion, certainly gives his 
„ wy true Sentiment ot ee in the above etted fixth 
Chapter, Where he diſcour ſes of Time; and his only. Omiſ 
ſion and Eſcape lyes, in ehe hot apply lying this Direction of 
Thruſting dus at Random againſt this forward Temper, to the 
true Circumſtance" wherein it ooght only to be ventured 


upon, Which is When a Man's Adverſary is only advancing, 


but nor re. doubling of his Thraſtsat the! very ſame time he 
is advancing, or as I ſaid, when 4 Mas is reduced to the laſt 
Eutromityj; and can db no better; and is therefore reſolved to 
hazard all upon a fortuitous Th; Becauſe it is not probable 


that ſo great à Maſter, and ſo Jadicious in many other Points, 


could commit ſuch a Blinder, as generally to adviſe a Ven- 
torious Thruſting out at Random, which is ſo contrary to the 
very Fundamentals of all True and Solid Art, unleſs it had 
been with reſpect to the extraordinary Circumſtance I have 
named, and efpecially when he ſo much coademns it in the 


middle of 1 Book, where he ſeriouſiy diſcourſes of the dan - 


A - gerous 


| 1 | N L * yo ; ; : N | — 
new „ Mobb, - Chap; VI. 


f 


r 4 „ 
> = 
_ J_ — 


PF A ? . * 
foam Tu Kr oo * 


— 
PD 


2 


; _ a * - * * ez 3 * 1 * = * AA S 9 4 „ As I — 
P BE _ * ö * „ „ * „ Rr N r PG $3 OP DAS . * $ 
Cones * 9 ? LE x RR nt En a _ - - . , . L x30 N 8 5 5 N * * 
n x 04 9 3 2 I 54 9 8 0 * a b, v7 12 1 5 
* * : 3 b the , 5 4 Y g 2 
Y f 2 * - 


* 


2 2 l > 440 4 : ; " * * , A 

- 8 4 a : 4 * A EOS. ; C rY 
| „ 5 R e | 
EY ' 


gerous Nature and Method of Taking Time: Beſides that 
there is a very great difference; betwixt a Man's Thruſting 
out upon one ho is only advaneing briskly upon him, | with- 
out Lhruſting at the ſame time; and upon another, who in 
the time of his brisk Ad vancing is alwiſe a Redoubling of 
Druſtse A Sword-man may ſometimes: venture upon tze 
firſt, becauſe it is a guod time, / which is all. Mr. Da Ezancour © © 
certainly meant.) But this laſt is not to be ventuted upongbut, | 
2 J. ſaidꝭ in the very laſt Extremity; and eventhen it ought to 
be accompanied as well as theformet᷑ with the help of the left 
Hand, May this ſerve then at preſent for Mi Net] 
Vindication, and to remoue that ſeeming Contradiction or 
Inconſiſtency, Which at firſt View he appears to he guilty 

of in his above- mentioned BoOk, which! ſor Iaſtrucking a 
Man in. the cominon Method: of Fenci is indeed a very 
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 An> ſeeing. I have been giving Diretions againſt this "ac 1 

or forward Humour, wherein the Uſe of the leſt Hane 2s 0 

of ſingular Uſe, as well as breaking of Meaſus IL find my — | 
ſelf in a manner obliged to obviatg. an Objection, which is of - . - 
ſo much the greater Conſequence, as itis:levelletagain@t the _ . _ 
Whole Art. And it is this: Ti 0017705 en 21 SET 04 as; 
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oft o eon Mum 5 
Or what Avail or Uſe is your Glorious and Noble Art Agreat 
' of Defence, ſay ſome, u hen ue ſce by your o.π]Jã Concef Os 
* lion, that-all Art wich the S word alone, Withgut the Affi- dba Ar. 
ſtance of your left Hand, bis got capable to detend you fb 
- that remove hut That, and we ſhall very quickly malte you 
ſenſible, that in a; ſudden and carneſt Attac, wvigorous 

"i! Ignorant of this. firſt Conſtitution, With tis Violent and fu- 
- F10us/ Purſuit, will render your Art ſo inſignificant & ineffe. 
© tual, that any Byſtander ſhall ha ve difficulty to determine, 


Which. of the Tœo, Art or Ignorance, ha ue the Advantage, and 
de muſt in ſuch a Juncturè to be valued and eſteemed. 
Notkt : | 7 0 
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184. 7: Hope's new Method, Chap. VI. 


Anſwer, To which I briefly anſwer, in. Vindication of the True An 
of Defence, That if a good and dexterous Sword-man have 
no other deſign but the Defence of his own Perſon, and not 
the DeſtruQion of his Adverſary's alſo, that then his Sword 
alone, aſſiſted by a judicious Breaking of Meaſure, is (I will 
not ſay infallibly, becauſe there is no ſuch thing to be tound 
in any Practice amongſt us poor -Mortals, but to far only a 
Human Nature is capable of) ſufficient to defend him: But 
again, if he deſign to Offend as well as Defend, then there i 
an abſolute Neceſſity to make uſe of his left Hand for his Af. 
fiſtance; otherwiſe his Adverſary, continually redoubling 
his T. ax irregularly and with Vigour upon him, he ſhall 
never almoſt have the Opportunity of Thrſting, his Sword 
being in a manner wholly taken up with the Parade, by en- 
deavouring to make good his own Defence; ſor it. very rare. 
ly falls out, except when humour'd by a Maſter, in takinga 
School Leſſon, that a Sword can both Parie and Thruft at one 
and the ſame time, altho it may ſometimes, tho then moſtly 
alſo by chance. : 
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rie ve . So that it is plain, and obvious to every conſidering Pere 
= of theleſt ſon, that it is not ſo much for an abſolute neceſſary A ſſiſtance 
Hand no to the Sword in a Man's own Detence, that the Uſe of the a 
be left Hand is fo. much recommended by me, as to put a Check t 
Art. and Stop to the furious Purſuit of the Ignorant, who is ver t 
ſenſible that ſo long as he redoubles ſwiftly, it is not almo if 
in the Power of his Adverſary to Thruſt ſafely; nay not e: t 
ven from the Riſpoſte without running the hazard of receiv- IM if 
ing either a Contre-remps Thru, or perhaps one, before f 
he can recover from his Riſpoſted Thruſt, And it is upon 

this account, that the Breaking of Meaſure againſt ſuch rude W- 
and irregular Ramblers, has been alwiſe eſteemed, when the 2 
left Hand was not to be uſed, a moſt Reaſonable, as well xs Ml | 
moſt Artificial, and Judicious Contrary, and which is ſtill N v 

Th: 6 8 . 5 more : 
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more & more ſtrengthned by a dexterous Uſe of the left Hand, 
eſpecially in all Engagements wherein a Man's Life is at 
stake: Of which Breaking of Meaſure ſee What I have ſaid, 
under its proper Article, Page iI. 
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Lr this ſerve at preſent as a ſufficient Anſwer to this 
ſeemingly great, but indeed very common and trifling Ob- 
jection againſt the Art of Defence, its being unſufficient with _ 
the Sword alone, to. furniſh a Compleat Sword-man with _ 
reaſonably perfect Defence, a . 
irregular Purſuits, of the moſt head ſtrong aud deſperate 
Ramblers; I ſay, when the Sword-man deſigns only his 
dwa Defence, and not the Death of his Adverſary; for here 
{yes the Diſtinction and Strength of my Anſwer. | 


Ax iadeed were I not fully convinced, that in this Caſe, 

the Art is aboundantly ſufficient to ſurniſn a Man with - 
certain Defence for his Perſon, with the Sword alone; that 
is, ſuch a Certainty as we frail Creatures are capable o:: 
I ſhould be much in the wrong, not only to have ſpent lo 
much time, I may ſay, in vain and idlely in Writing of it; „ 
But to recommend the Practice of ſo uſeleſs an Exercice, 
with ſo much Zeal and Earneſtneſs to my Country men, 

as Lhave all along done; and therefore I hope, and expect 
that this will encourage them; That as 1 doubt it not ian 
the leaſt my ſelf; fol 9 promiſe, that if 5 
follow the Directions I have given them in this new Me- 

| thad, they ſhall by their Experience confirm my Sentiment, 
if ever they ſhall have to do in geod Earneſt with any of this 


= 


- 


. 
+. 


fore torward, or rather furious.and deſperate Temper. "Cy 


ude WY NI THERA will it be amiſs, that I take notice by the way, © 
the and here acquaint my Reader, un Artiſt, That as Ignorants 
11 35 WW Rack their Invention to make Ohjections againſt che Arr," 
fill WF whereby they may, if poſſible, fender it contemptible'to - -- 
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uch who being as ignorant as themſelves, can therefore 


know nothing of the Matter; fo the moſt part ot Artiſts, and 
even very good Sword-men, Start diffic ulties tot hemſelves, 


when they come to engage againſt ſuch Ignorants, and fan. 
cy that they can do far greater Feats againſt them by their 


* 


Rambling than really they can, which is the chief Reaſon 


of their 


Avery 
uſeful 


Advice 


to Sword - 
men. 


ſometimes ſucceeding ſo ill againſt them; whereas 
if they look ' d upon them as really ſuch, that is, as wholly Ig. 
norants in the Art, and with a little more of Diſdain and 
Contempt than commonly they do, and did not alſo expect 
ſomething more of a Judicious Oppoſition, and Purſuit from 
them, than it is poſſible for ſuch Mal- Adroits to put in Exe. 


cution; they would fifd their Art anſwer better their Expelli. 


tion; Ignorants oft ner and more frequently baffled by them; And 


conſequently the True Art of Defence had in that Eſteem by al 


' Honourable and Judicious Perſons, as it moſt juſtly ought, and 
even to a very kind of Demonſtration deſerves. ' Bur if this 


Advice be neglected, or no better obſerved, than I am afraid 


a great many other very good ones, I have given all along in 


this Treatiſe, ſhall be; then it is to be feared, neither wil 
it be any great wonder, if many Sword. men have not only 


the like bad Succeſs, againſt ſuch Rude and forward igno- 
rant Ramblers as formerly; but alſo that they be diſregar- 
ded, and had in no Eſteem by the Generality of People 
as to their Skill; and the Art it ſelf likewiſe, as much under: 


valued and contemned as ever. 


Diredli- 


Bur if a Man be neceſſitate to become the Parſuer, then 


ons a- he will certainly find his Adverſary, of one of the other 
eas the Three remaining Conſtitutions or Tempers I before named; 


econd 
Tempe r. 


If of the Second, Fixt or Slothful Teinper; then he will have 
little elſe to do, but in a manner to. divert himſelf, and by 
making his. Adverſary feel ſome of his Gentle gThruſts, as 
deſcribed in the foregoing Leſſons, make him ſengble ho# 


much he is Maſter'ot him; Taking alwiſe Care however, 
| 1 | . s | ED, - as 
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as he is giving Home of his Thra#s, to prevent the being 
Cätcht upon Time, or receiving a Thraſt from the Riſpoſte, 

or an Exchanged one before the Recovery of his own Body; _ 
againſt all which the dexterous Uſe of the left Hand will not 

be a ſmall Preſervative. _ A eg wala 

AAN, if it be againſt the Third, or Timorous Temper, which Dire 
for the molt part Retires, and Gives Back ; then as his Ad. Aion 


le Step, until within Diſtance, and then to make uſe of any 1 
of the preceeding Leſſons, as he ſhall judge fi; not „ 
ing to Redouble them by Gathering up. of his left Foot, if his 
Adverfary ſhall, break only his . Meaſure. a. little as he is a 
Trail : And if his Adverfary ſill give more Ground, ang 
ulediy, | a 


Bur laſtly, if it ſhall be againſt a Perſon of the Fourth Pe - 

Humour or Temper, that you ſhall be engaged, that is, againſt + 

who makes uſe of a mixt Play, by ſometimes Advancing, or che 

taking the Purſuit, and immediately again, either keeping 3 

himſelf firm in one Place, or otherwiſe giving a little way . 

by a moderate Breaking of Meaſure, then it is very proba» 

ble, that ſuch an Adverſary is 20 ignorant, but underſtands - 

2 little by Art, what he is going about; upon which account 

you are to look upon him as ſuch, and be a little more cir- 

cumſpect than againſt any of the other Three; becauſe here 

you are to expect more Cunning than from any of the other, 15 

and that he will anſwer you according to the Rules of Art: 
5 Aa 22:2: OT. 
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Therefore you are to play upon him, what of the foregoing 

_. Offenſive Leſſons you ſhall judge will take moſt effect, pet- 
forming them alwiſe calmly and with Judgment: And indeed, 

E. | this Humour I look upon to be the moſt dangerqus, tho not 
the moſt troubleſome or Rambling of the Four, becauſe it is 
commonly accompanied with Art, whereas the other Three 
are not; and therefore I ſhall give two or three very good 
. © Gengral Directions againſt i, © © 
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a M ry, and it is this, That, 
deter if. poſſible, before Engaging, you look him Boldly and ſted- 
WP F 
regions faſtly in the Face, to obſerve What kind of Frame he is in 
eien es at that time: A Man who is a little accuſtomed to it, will 
dtn draw indifferent fure Obſervations from his Adverſary's 
Sarg. Countenance and Deportment, when he is firſt going to en- 

f Sage, as whether his Purſuit will be violent or ſack ; for as 

.one very well ſays, Profecto in oculis animus habitat; The 
Eyes are certainly the Mirror, or Looking-Glaſſes of the 


k 
4) 


e Tus ff reſpects a Man's Adver 


* Mind, and a great deal of a Man's inward Diſpoſition, may | 

dy a Judicious Obſervation be drawn, from them, to a 

( Sword-man's great Advantage, not only before, but when 
3 a Man can do no better, even at firſt Engaging, as well as 


in the very time of it. 


Ius Second reſpects a Man's Self, which is, That in e- 
very Engagement, whether he reſolve to be Purſuer or De. 
fender, particularly the Purſuer, he not only put on a Boldneſs 
and Briskneſs in his Looks, whereby he may in ſome mea - 
8 ſure Quel or Temper his Adverſary's Forwardneſs; but al- 
ſo that whatever Leſſon of Purſuit he is once reſolved to make 
Ae of, he go Cleverly thorow with it, without the leaſt 
Hankering or Heſication, whereby it will commonly be ac- 
- _ _  companiedWwith a greater Succeſs, than if he ſhould perform 
_ Zi with a Kind of Laſhneſs and Faintly. For, according to 
the Proverb, As Faint Heart never gain'd fair Lady; loa Faint. 
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begin his Pusſuit, to foreſee what Contraries his Adver. 
fry may probably uſe againſt it; but when: once he is en- WE: 
gaged in it, he ſhould overſee them, that is, not in the leaſt e 3+ 
Eliate or be diſcouraged by them, but go boldly thoro?vLltẽ 
with it, as if there were. no ſuch Difficulties or Hazards in- — 
his way to oppoſe him. Theſe two General Directions being 
of ſo great Ule to Sword-men when in an Occaſſon, eſpeciallß 
when engaged againſt others, who are as great Artiſts as 
themſelves, I could not well paſs them over; I ſhall there-- 
fore conclude them with my. Three Great Pundamentals, 
whereupon I erected the Sword- mans Vade Mecamy which 
ars CALMNESS, VIGOUR, and JUDGMENT; and 
ſhall give you in a few Lines the &bſtra&@ of it, Which as a. 
precious and uſeful. Preſervative againſt a ſudden Attack with 
Sharps, you are alwiſe to carry about with you in your Memo. - 
ry, that ſo it 1 be in a readineſs to aſſiſt you 
upon a Pinch, When perhaps your Honour or Life is at ſtake. 
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os The Guard in Seconde with a 
18 25 ping A 
Croſing Para de aſh 
2 with the left Hand, 
3 K Brisk Half. Purſuit, until 
1 u make a True & full one. 
lain & Eaſie Offenſive Leſ- 
7 ky iskly performed; and 
1 oppoſing the left 
Hand, to prevent a Contre · 
2 v an Exchanged Thruft, 
ne from the Riſpaſte. 
1 A Moderate and Judicious. 
Breaking of Meaſure, until 
the Violence and Fury of 
your Adverſary's Purſuit be 
2 over; When you find that 
he will force a MA upon 
Von. Vf. et 
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V5 per Deco d or Deceined ö 
Wi as much as poſ- 


Folge, ye | 2 


2 Being Catcht upon Time, 
71 | when Advancing to Thruſt, 
: K. 5 1 3 Being without Diſtance when 
„ | 425 f . Thr ing. «4 
| 1 , vent J 4 Reſting upon a Thruf after 
fi | Harun ; it is delivered. 
f | 5 13 A 2 Exel ang 
if , FIST . Thruft, or one from thie 
ds Ws by making Keasenabl) 
9 1 ſe of the left Hand, as e. 
1 ther you your ſelf, or your 
4 * 1 ſhall Thruſt: 
4 Tarsz lter Lines I do confidently affirm; contain the very 
l Marrow and Subſtance of the whole Art of the Sword; and 
it * | arc 
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are the ABSTRACT of a little Bock I formerly writ, Intitled, 
The Sword - Man's Vade-mecam ; a very juſt and appoſite Title 
indeed! For it is ſuch an excellent Vademecum, that no Man 


who pretends to be any thing ot a Tre Sword- Man, but ought 


to have its Al tract ſo fixt iti his Memory, and ſo ready upon 
the drawing of his Sword; that the Practice of the few excel - 


lent Directions that are contained in it, ſhould flow from 


him not only readily and without the leaſt difficulty and con- 


ſtraint, but alſo, with that unaffected (Cor rather if I may fo 


word it) A la Neglegence Grace, and Eaſe, as if they were 


3 


Max therefore the Reader fix it well in his Memory, and 


let him depend upon my Word for it, that the cloſſer he 
keep to it upon an Occaſion, the more it will conduce to his Pre- 
ſer vation and Safety; and the oftner he practiſes it, the more & 
more he will (till diſcover of its Worth and Excellency, and be 


ſenſible and acknowledge, that all I have ſaid, in its Behalf 


and Com mendation, with reſpect to its Uſefulneſs and Secu- 
rity, falls very far ſhort of what it really deſerves. 


O uſeful' ABSTRACT ! who poſſeſſes Tee; C camnes, 
AE ies Piet Rn 
Needs no Man's Point, or Edged Sabre fear; 2 Judgment. 
Since by Thee, from all Danger he's ſecure, © 
Meigh well t his Cha pter then; who mou d have Art; 
It, and Preceeding, ought to get by Heart. 
For in them Two, is tompendized All 


* 


A Sword-Man zeeds to know, of Broad, or Small. 
Howeves, that I may {omewhat gratify my young curi- 
ous Reader, and remove a little that Itch, which is common- 


ly excited by a kind of Curioſity, that attends almoſt all 


young People, when they incline to improve themſelves in 


the Art of the Sword; and who are many times ſurprifingly | 


„ta. 
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taken with the ſeeming Great Names given Foquently by Ma. ll > 
| ters zg ſome of the Leſſons in the Ordinary Method whereby they 1 
i -imagige, that there is ſomewhat of ſecret te Koo e Art, 
lt more than really there is.; I ſhall here, altho it be altogether 
FE | "beyond what I at firſt intended, make a kind of AbPraf of F 
| the Common Leſſons in the Ordinary Method, that young 7 

. Gentlemen. may not be hereafter impoſed upon, or amuſed 
by *Outlandiſh and apparently great Names, to make them 
fancy that there is ſomething more Myſterious in the Leſſom 
belonging to the Art, than really there is; and which I an 
hopeful, will render this Soy o much the more compleat, 
that it contains not only My New Method of Fencing, but in 2 
manner, the ſubſtance of what I writ ofthe Common Method,” 

in the other three Pieces I formerly publiſhed upon the ſame 
__ Subject; to wit, The Scots Fencing.Maſter, The'Sword-Man'; 
Vademecum, and The 7 Advice to his Scholar, 
ſo that without being at the trouble, of enquiring after any 
of theſe, to be informed in the Ordinary Method; he needs on · 
Iy peruſe this, where in the foregoing Explication of the 
erms of Art, Chap. 4. and particularly in this and the pre- 
ceeding Chapter, he will find all that is material in them, 
or needful for him to know, with relation to both this New | 


$ 


. . Method andthe Ol, '* + 


= Wuxnx a young Country Gentleman comes to Town, and 
| Steps in to a Fencing-School, and hears a Maſter deſire his 
Scholar to Play Feint 4 La Tefte, Botte Coupe, Flancanade, 
Under Counter; or to Dequarte and Volt; he is amazed at 
* thele ems, and is perſwaded, that there is a kind of Con- 
jijuriig Magick in the Art; and that the underſtanding but 

only to Play theſe Leſſons upon the Maſter's Breaſt- plate, is 
_ enof in all Conſcience to make him a Sword-Man, and by a 
kind of Enchantment, Cauſe bim overcome and Maſter, all 
Perſons he ſhall thereafter Engage with; when at the ſame 
time, the Leſſons to which tuck ſpecious and Fong hard 
tan Haag jo 2+. > xn Cremer; rata 
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towards which they are directed; as to the Shoulders, Sides, 
Thighs, Legs, Feet, G. 1. , t 
Breadth of the Body; and as I before ſaid, p.99. a Man may form 


ng deal of Reaſon, to reduce them to a competent Num- 


making them, 
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Names are given, are nothing elſe but the directing the Feine 
or Thruſt, to ſuch and ſuch a particular Part of the Body, For 
Example, 5 5 1 „ 


* 


int Within the Sword; as Ex Dehors is Without the Sword. View of 
„ L 441 £42.15 HEE q Shak 4 * N . 1 2 1 0 8 S orar, 
F EINT 4a La Teſte, 1s only when the Feint is made at the School 
Head, and when it is made more directly to the Eyes, it is cal - Leſſons. 
ed Aux Trax; but when made towards the lower Parts of the 

Body, is termed by the French, Feinte Baſſe; and ſo are all 

other Feints Denominate, according to the Parts of the Body 


A Thruſt, or Feint en Dedens, is nothing but a Plain Thraſt or A fort 


V CCC 3 
Fox, all Feints muſt be made, either upon the Length or 55 


25 many different Kinds of them, as there are particular Mem- 
bers in the Body; but becauſe that would make but Con- 
fuſion, therefore Maſters have thought fit, and with a 


r, which may anſwer the chief Parts of the Body, either 
from Head to Foot upon 'its Length, or from Right to Left 
upon irs Breadth, a Liſt of which, I have ſer down in Chap. | 
4 Article 13. )) OS Ts 


BOTTE Coupé, is a Feint again upon the Breadth of the 
Body towards the Left-ſide, as the former are upon the 
Length of it; ſee the abovementioned Article. This much 
for Feints, which are performed, without in the leaſt firſt . 
offering to engage, or ſecuge the Adverſary's Sword, before 


K 


Acarn, there are other Feints, which are preceeded by a 
kind of Securing ot the Sword, ſuch as that from Batterie, ſec. 
i e 35 | — 


0 


- 
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molz ſecure of any. 4 1 


| NexT to Feints, There are Leſſons in which a Man en- 


geages, and in ſome meaſure, Secures his Adverſary's Sword 


| tore. performing them, ſuch as F lancanade, wherein, after 
Croſſing or Overlapping the Adverſary's Sword, the Thruſt is 


directed toward his right Flank, from whence it hath its 


LL 4 + 


__ _LasTLY, There are Paſſes ſor School- Play, Helf-Paſſes 
Encloſings, and Commandings, Which are not only uſeful for 
Diverſion, but alſo at Sharps; eſpecially from this New Guard 
in Seconde: For all which, to avoid Repetitions, ſee Chap. 4. 
under their reſpective Articles. This much for the Leſſon: 
C 
Adam, for the Defexfive Part; there are the Parade, in 
Tierce, Qugrte and Seconde, which are nothing elſe but the 
Poſition of the Sword-hand in one of the four Quarters ofa 


Circle' when it is Pericing, ſee page 55. and ſigniſies not a 


Farthing for the rendering a Man's Pœade more certain; that 
E . 4 | CON- 


4 


page 177, and from Binding, ice page ibid. which is the 


ly for - Diverdos | 


nd. han 3 foo By 2 2 
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- yerfary's Swor = 
and not in the particular Paſſtions of Tierce, Quarte or Seconde;* © 
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„in the good Croſs he makes upon his Ad: 


conſiſting wholl 
p4 ( whateyer Paſition his Sword*hand: is in) 


5 
altho I do not Gs Re in ſome ſingular Caſes, a certain 
Poſition of the Hand in Tierce, may be more proper than if it 
were in Qaarte or Setonde; as at another time, that of a Qaarte 
may be more proper than thoſe of the other, Tuo ; Which by 4 


a little Practice, a Man will quickly diſcover of himfelf : and 


likewiſe, the Contre caveating Parade is ſo denomunate by me, 
becauſe it is the only true Contram to Cavrating, Slippingy. or 
Diſeng ging; and coaſequently admirable agaiaft all kind of 
Hints wlatſoever. ene 903 oval yam e al 


+ SY 3: a 
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„ . 2 994 —— 1 2 Vo 2549 Ai GT £22 
Tats is a ſhort Abbreviate of thoſe Leſſons in the Common 
Method, Which appear ſo myſterious to young Gentlemen 
when they firſt ſet about Fencing and 5 Which 1 have in a — 
manner but-jift Named; that When other” Novices ſhall 
hereafter hear them mentioned, they may. not- be likewiſe 


amuſed nor ſurpriſed wich them, as if there were no ſuch 


Leſſons in this New: Method like unto. theſe, becauſe I only 
name and denominate them, according to the Part of the 
Body upon which they-ought to be Played, and not according 
to the Nice or Outlandidh Terms, whether French or Italian, 


' whoſe ſound alone, is enof to make them paſs with ſome Peo- 


pi for ſomething Myſterious, and even ſo Charming and 
lagical, as not to be reſiſted nor defended, when they come 


1 
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The ' FIRST, To make or form alwiſe a Good Croſs upon your 
Fencing Adverſary's Sword for your Defence, whether he be either 


Xl Thruſting or Striking, ' And | 
Words. n7fm yd EIT EL Wie nl 
'SECONDLY, Never to Thruft or Strike your felf, but when 


you. are within Diſtance of your Adverſary, and when you 


avea View, Sight, or Open for it; and when you have Mone, 


then you are either to procure One to your ſelf, by Feints, ot 


compell and force him to make one, by Beating, Binding, or 
Preſſing his Sword ſo out of the Line of the Secured Part, as 


+ 


that you may have the Opportunity by a Good Open, either 


to Thruſt or Strike at himas you pleaſe. 


WIEN you can perform Theſe,that i, PARIEand 7 HRUST 
Dexteroully and Judiciouſly, and with a kind of 4ſſurarce 
and Courage; for this is the Life and Soul of all Fencing; then 


, you will really deſerve the Name of a True and Compleat 
Sword-Man, altho you ſhould not know the proper Name of 


any one particular Parade or Leſſon, contained in: the whole 


= 
* * 


Tus have I put a cloſe to this 

and FEiſth, contain the Whole of this New Method of Feucing, and 
alſo a great deal of the Practice from the Common; ſo that 
if a Man fix them well in his Memory, and underſtand m 


Directions, that is, not only with his judgment, but alſo 


by frequently practiſing them; I dare venture to promiſe 


him, a more than ordinary Succeſs in his Defence, againſt all 


ſingle Weapons whatſoever, however way he may be Engaged, 


whether in a Single Combat, or in a Cloſs Engaged Battel; 


ſo that - for þoth the needful Theory and Practice of the 
whole Art, he needs not, except out of meer Curioſity, 


trouble himſelf for any other Book upon this Subject; but 


only endeayour to put its Directions exactly in execution, 
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when he ſhall be neceſſitate to uſe them? I ſhall now proceed 
to thoſe Principles relating to the Art, which I at firſt pro- 
miſed, and whereupon, in my Opinion, all True Art with 


reſpe&t to Secure Fencing, ought to be founded. 


n 


HA 
Of ſome chief and undeniable Principles; where- | 


"08 the Art of the Sword, ought to be foun; 


TEE following Principles, whereupon I intend to found 
the Art of the Sword, being chiefly deſigned for thoſe 
Who profeſs. the Teaching of it; There appears to 
be no need of my endeavouring to preſs their Uſefulneſs upon 
them, ſeing they make the Communicating the Art of the 
Sword to others, their daily Employment; and if they make 
Conſcience to do it Faithfully. and Judiciouſly as they ought, 
they will be ſo far from being diſlatisfied with, and diſappro- 
ving ſuch Principles, that upon the. contrary, they will not 
only approve. of them, but even walk by them; becauſe it 
will be a great Eaſe and Satisfaction to them, that I have laid 
them before them; not as if there were nothing to be either 
ReQified or Added to them; for I am far from having ſo 
vain an Opinion of my Performance, but only as a Trae Mo- 
del, whereby the more Ordinary Maſters may regulate their 
Teaching, and the more Jadicious be aſſiſted, toinvent and 
contrive of themſelves, Others, which may prove, if poſſible, 
more ſalic and u,ůnnl ET Tu 
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198 Hopes new Method, Chap. VII. 


h | Ir being then acknowledged 


great deal of Deliberation and Atrentiveneſs, thought _ 


all 
all Arts whatſoever, are only de to aſiſt and perte& 
Natare, and not to Croſs her, it muſt certainly follow, that 
That Method of Teaching the Art of the Sword, together 


with its Practice, which is founded upon thoſe Principles, 


that are moſt conſonant and agreeable to Nature, and the 
ſolid. Dictats of Reaſan and Experience, muſt be the only 
Traejt, and that which all Men of Judgment will acknow. 
ledge ſhould be chiefly made uſe of, by all who deſign to 
improve themſelves, whether it be bat tq ſuch-a Degree in 


the Art, as may 3 only ſerviceable to them for a Defence, 
e 


when they ſh 


attacked; or whether they intend to 


| bein their Knowledge fo great a length, as thai they may 


in a Capacity, when Occaſion offereth, not only to Reaſon 


neatly upon the Art, as well as to Ju it indifferently, 
but alſo to communicate it to othe 
ExaR and Judicicus, as well as PraQtical Rules imaginable 


S, according to the moſt 


» 


.  Havixs therefore of a long time feriouſly, and with a 


nd conſidered; what Principles might according to ſtricteſt 
Reaſon'be relyed upon, as a moſt folid Foundation, where: 


upon to eſtabliſh the Art of the Swhrd, that ety I might 
41 


make way for promoting a General and Univerſal Method 


of Teaching amongſt the Fencivg-Moſters of theſe Iſlands, 
_ Which is ſo much wiſhed for by many, 'who are Encouragers 
of the Art, and who obſerving the many  Animoſiries and 


Diviſons which daily arife amongſt them, but chiefly in ap- 
pearance, upon the account of the different Methods they 
make uſe of in Teaching, would have them, if poſſible, re- 
moved by ſuch a reaſonable Expedient as this, I found none 


dd anſwer my Expectation and Deſign fo well in every Par- 
ticular, as Theſe following, which for Method's ſake I divide 


Three 


udicious Perſons, that 


ret 


The 7 bird, che > Scholar who f is to be De 
pou, and by the, Aſſiſtance of ſome particular Members of 


to underſtand how to male uſe of. it dexterouſſy, but alſo to 


- The Fi 17 bete Ache eth the 17 5 
oh The Second, wy Maker who is to Feten 2 drew. a 
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Taught. 
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oi ibs Principhes k | " 1 1 you) r „belt Cui; 5 
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Arey 7 2c” 


Fiu, Some e relate route 1. | 5 oy 4 that, is 10 . 
made uſe of, 


Secomdly, Others to the particular. Motions, RP UL De- | 
finſroe or Offenſive, which, maybe, performed with that Wea- .. 15 


„ 


the Body, iuch as Feet, Legs, Thighs: 6, Trunck oli Body, 
arms, Wreſts, Hands, ce. "Theres. ©. mm 


ls Mi = 
wy 155 rin, which relate to-the Weapon oY. s _. 


E 2 weed 100 Pop 88 as 5 

to be general Uſe tor t | 
a buy s Perſon, that I need but ia little of it ; only, 
that as it is a Gentleman's Coppanion, ſo it ought to be 2 


part of every Gentleman's to endeavour not only 


D 


6 


know how to make Choice of ſuch. a one, may prove moſt 
ſerviceable to him, either in a» ſingle Combat, or in a 28 
Battel, as he ſhall have args By 
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Tbe dit. THERE are ſeveral kinds of Sword-Blades, ſome whereof 
ferent are only for Thruſting, ſuch as the Rapier, Roning sberg, and 
OE _ 25 Narrow Three · Cornerd Blade, which is' the moſt proper 
7 Blades, Walking-Sword of all the Three, being by far the lighteſt; jr 
named. Others again are chiefly for the Blow, or Striking, ſuch as fe 
| the Symiter, Sabre, and Double-edged Highland Broad-Sword ; 15 
and there is a Third Sort, which is both for Srriking & Ihruſi. 
, _ #ng, ſuch as the Broad Three-Cornerd Blade, the Sheering. o 
_ ..-. Sword with two Eages, but not quite ſo Broad as the afore. a 
. mention'd Highland Broad Smord; and the Engliſh Back-Sword 8 
with a thick Back, only one good ſharp Eage, & which witha “ 
good Point, & cloſs Hilt, is in my Opinion the moſt proper Sword 7 
of them all for the Wars, either a Foot or Horſe- back. That N 
therefore a Man may the more eaſily know, what are the R 
beſt Qualifications belonging to a Hood and uſeful Sword, H 
he needs only conſider a little the following Principles, which 


relate to it. 


s / 


* - 
, 


* 
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Principle THAT kind, or faſhion of Sword, which can offend ma. 
1K; nieſt ways, is to be eſteemed the beſt and moſt uſeful. 
Therefore a good light: Sheering-Sword is to be preferr'd to any 


5 


b ther, becauſe it is uſeful as well in a Single Combat, as in 4 
Fiela- Battel. 1 e 
ky A BIApk of that Mettal, which will endure the greateſt 


Streſs, is to be accounted by very far the moſt fit for Ser- 
vice. Therefore tis better to have a poor Man's Blade (a w 
commonly call it) that ſtands in the Bend, than one of a harder 


— 
— 


=> rer 


| Mettal, but brittle as Glaſs. 7 b 
„ A Brav ſhould be of that Stiffneſs, by which all Me: Il © 


thods of Play can be beſt performed. Therefore an indifferent 
ſtiff Blade, is much to be preferr'd to one that is very Limber; be. 


„ aaſe This will Pierce and go thorow, when That will yield and 
3 Snap. | | 7 I os 


Tas 


fram'd Croſs upon the Adwverfary's Sword, that gives a true Des © 


Tux Broadneſs of a Blade, does:noways contribute to the 3 
Swiſtneſs or Certainty of a True Parade. Becauſe it i lll 


fence,” not the Breadth of the Blade, nor Largeneſs of the Hilt- 
hel, See Page 78. 22 db. . 21,9111 01 838197 8 208 90 r 


13 
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No Blade can have either too fine an Edge, or too ſharp 3 
a Point. Becauſe the finer the Eage, and ſbarper the Point; the 

letter will it Gut, and Pearce, ahi next to Defending, art the 
only Vjes:of a Sword. A e L280 190645 od «df 
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Tu lighter a:Sword is before the Hand, ſo much the 6. 5 
better is it mounted. Becauſe the Weight hing neut to be Ft 
Hand, which is as the Center, the weightaof it i Jeſs' perteprill NI 
to the Perſon who is to Wield or aſe it. See Page 66. ; - 


Taz; Weight and Length of every Sw ought to be 7. 5 RY 
proportioned to the Strength and Stature of the Perſon who 9 
1s to make uſe of it, but the Length and Largeneſs of the =—_ 
Handle according to every Mans fancy. Herazſe 4 big ar 
ſmall Handle can nen: eανμ,ůer 6: Man's Life, mben he chaſes 
that mbich is moſt agree aſitito his Hani; but if he liaus too great 
4 weight to manage; occaſioned by; the' length. of his Sword, his 
Defenſive Motions are thereby Retarded, and rendered mort flow, 5 
and conſequently his Perſon more expoſed to the' Quick Blows and a 
Thy aft his Adverſarye DL QAO RL IVE N 7 N 
VF ww $10 6001104 ior fs 
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| ſake, They muſt have alſo their Diviſion, as follows, viz, 
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e ee e of Body, 
whereis a as hand: A r a, 


Man takes to acquire it, is but By an to 
Now of Vo FINS arder.” Aae 


r n Seconde, and ONE Guaras c for I dem t find, 
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1 to — 


- Third, „or the C Oferiive 


Longs 
Part; aud in all 2 each e 2 of the * 
WI 


muſt act ita Part. to the very Life, other wiſe nothir 


with indiſpenſibly every ching in this Art ought to be per. 
formed, and without which, all the Pains and Trouble any 
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| Firſt, 
0 ning nt 10 4 Good and Suſi) Guard, 


= 


8 tothe Principles relating ton Good 
ent Guard, I chiuk it proper tõ inform my 
dra (which Tconfeſs had been more properly done 


in dhe Article of z Gu in the Terms of At, page 51. had 


in nat then oſea ped my Memory ) That I find by an old h. 
lian Book of 1 Which I. have by me, That 
ſome Foanci s of. old, did not denominate their 


| Gaards by Prime, Seconde, Tierce, ce. with reſpect to the 
different Polirions of the Sword-hand, as the greateſt Maſters 


have ſince done, and indeed with a great deal of Reaſon and 
Judgment ; whoſe Example I have alſo followed in diſcour- 


fing Te page 34. and of the different Poſit ions of 


— Hand, Article 2d. page 35. and following; but a6eording 


to tho different. Situations they gave to their Swords, when 


they Pitched themſelves to ſuch and ſuch a Gaard: So that 


that 


be done with either that YVigour, Faſtneſs, 7, or e where. 


n e 


chat in thoſe days hey bad u Qaurre Gainn'Y. fpnified no. 


thing, but to diſtinguiſh their Guard, ino d Firſt, Second, 
and Third Guard. A Firſt Guard which was kept- with the 
Hand very high, and even above their, Head, with the Sword- 


point a li oping; And into 4 Second; hetein the Hand 


was kept about the Height of the Shoulder, wich the Hileand 


Point level ; And leftly; a Third Gard, wherein the Hilc 


Now this being premiſe; which"may very 
ded ro the Artidls f G, page 34. 1 


＋ e % „ 
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TararT in a Good and Sufficient Gard, the Trunk of the - 
Body ſhould be for the-moft part, in du Raum bet wint 
the two Legs, and fo equally ſupported by them, and the 
two Thighs, that it reft Almoſt no mote upon one Leg and 


Thigh, than upon the other. Becauſe: in this Poffune # Man is 
certainly mor firm aud ready either to Advance ov Retire, than 
when he repoſeth Amoſt thi whole tight of hi, Bou upon any one 
of his Legs and Thighs, be it either the Right, or whith is mut 


uſual, ( eſpecially among it the French) the Les, but vowry whit 


4s bad a Cuitom as the other, and in my Opinion the wor## of the 
Two: For whet 4 Man inelines his Body i Uitle forwards, he 


Hands more firm, and is more curneſ upon, and ready vo perform 


bis Defence, whereas when he declines backwards, "hy is upfia 
and weak, and may be eaſily preſſed, not ouly from his moye Formal 
Defenſive Poſture, bat even to be in hazard of falling back-wards, 


* \ 
A | 


y af ahy unexpected of Vigorow Eiiclofing of ht Advirſary, upon 


Tux Body ſhould for the moſt part, by its Situstion be 
W 80 | 


made both pretty Narrow or Thin, which'isdone 
ing eaſily back the left Shoulder; and Short, which is done 
bending the two Knees, and ſinking low upon them. Becauſe 
in this Sitaation, a Man's e hath the Ele 
NY ES 5 
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of it diſcovered 
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hand low, and only About the upper Part of the-right Thigh. 5 
property be Ad. 


6. 


an ſecure Guard. 5 


6fù— Ty A wy is B46. F'f BF wb ns. OT = 1 C0 T Rk | 
4 TE Feet ſhould. be at ſuch a due Diſtance, and in ſuch'a 
Situation, as they may moſt readily move as a Man. would 


have them. Becauſe if they were otherwiſe placed, that is, ei. 


- ther too near, or at too great 4 Diflance; it might both Retard « 
Man Motion in Advancing: ro Offend, and in Breaking of 


Meaſure to Defend; which would be a great Diſad vantage 0 
2 eſpecially in an Occaſion. This Principle Co- incides with the 
N. | : „ „ 1 


Tux Sword ſhould be kept in the Hand with that Degree 
of Firmneſs, as neither to be a Hinderance to the quick Per- 


formance of any Motion with it, which it is when it is kept 


too faſt; nor to ſuffer it to be Beat out of it by any ſmall unex- 
pected Ferk or Stroat, to which it is moſt ſubject, when it is 
kept too ſlack and looſe ; and which is the worſt Method, 
and . moſt. dangerous of the Two; _ Therefare it is by far 


gelt to err upon the fixt and ſure ſide. 


Tux Situation of the Sword-Arm ſhould be ſuch, As that 
a Man may with greateſt Eaſe, in an Inſtant, change the Poſ. 
tion of bis Sword, either for his Defence or Offence, as he (bal 
judge it mom convenients OO . 


Tux Poſition of the Sword-hand, as to Prime, Seconde, 
Tierce, or Quarte; and of the Sword as to High or Low, ſhould 


be ſuch, as, with reſpect to the Particular Guard a Man is 
to make uſe of, he may as much as poſſible, be ready to perform 


either 4 good Croſs 0 P arade fe or Detending, , or 4 Thru t fer 
Offending, 4 he ſhall have Occaſion for them. „ 
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Eye, to meet with, and turn off the Adverſary's Sword, be- 


1 c 4 $08 
Tux Leſt-hand ſhould be fo placed, as to be alwiſe moſt 
ready, either to affiſt a Man in his Defence, ſee page 11, or 
Body whenever he ſhall deſign it. Aud therefore it is moſt 
tonvenient, to keep it advanced towards the Rigiurarm Pitt. Ses 


4 


Article 10. Page 92. WEI Nu WE 2 = 51h 


% 


In ſhort, in a Good Guard, the whole Body ſhould be eaſy, 


and as much :unconſtrain'd as poſſible; and there ſhould be 


| 2 Gracefuland\UnaffeQed Carriage in all the Members of the 
Body; That fo. one's Motions may appear to be done, rather with 


s kind of Pleaſure and Satisfaction, and altogether A la negligence, - 

4 we ſay, than with any kind of Conſtraint or Violence to am part 

of the Body. And thus much of a Good and Perfect Gaarg, or 

Poſture of Defente, which is the very Baſis and Ground Work of 

ill Trac Fencing. g 4 22 | 
2 V+ V 
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Of Principles relating to the Parade, or Defen five Part. 


4 


ible, Univerſal 

n of it ought to have 
that Quality, as to Croſ and oppoſe. all Leſſons or 

Thraſts, that can be given in upon any Part of the Body. And 


Good Parade ought to be as much as 
- or General "if at ts, 'The Motion 


therefore, as againſt all Small- Sword Leſſons or Thrufts whatſo- 


ever, the Circle, or Contre-caveating Parade « abſolutely the 


ſafeſt ; except when 4 Man is too near his Adverſary, ſee page 81. 


ſo againſt all Blows, 4s well as woſt Thruſts, thero cannot be bet- 
ter Parades than thoſe drawn from the Hanging-Guard in Se- 


conde, 4s they are repreſented in Fig. 7. 10. and 16. becauſe of 


& * 


their forming ſuch great and admirable Croſſes. 


A PARADE ought to be ſo Timed, as in the twinkle of an 


7 


*. 


- 
* 


forthe moſt part, formed upon tho 


195 the Blow or Thru 
they may have been 


of bach reached the Body, even alla 
ivered ata near diltaince.: 
oauſe, 2. the Motion of « Parade t L never ſo quick, if a mon 
#0t with the Advetſary's Le it wifies nothing; apa which 
Actoant it hath been found, . I obſerved; page 1 —_— 
Sword-Man, elbe, he can mover be - of 400. quick: 4 
yet may be at a e by making the r hes Patuk 
ſometimes too _ i | | 
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Tus Strength and Seer eln Parade-ought to be luck 
_—_ ſtrong enoſ, when it hath met with tſſe Adverſaryz 
to pũt it aſide, let the 7hruſft be coming home with 


— 10 debe Becauſe, Shots it Ry be Thru 
might be forced home; and Ther e which Parke 4 ' frog 


| Thruſt, wil aul Parie&wedk O 


72) 4't \ S103 15 55 2 * 


4 Pakon ought to eit performed, i potible "vi a 
the Fort of the Sword, or as near to it as can be. Becaaſt 
Then the Adverſ ary's Sword, cunnot 1 cap e 3 en to 
* , Deſign in Thruſting. 


A Parade ought to be 
sword, when time will allow it; ( for ſometimes a Man 
may be ſo preis d, as to be — to torm bis Creſe with 
the Foible A tis Sword) Ss it muſt be alſo talen, or the Croſs 
'cak or re "the Adwver- 
fary's Sword, wnhſe I ad, 4 Man apr +4 4s that he 
glad nber o make bis Parade goad as any Rate, whether 
pon tht" Fort or Foible of his Adverſary's Sword, as many times 


it falls out in 4 Brist and Paſſionate Engagement ; in which C % | 
the Directios 10 the Third omg will be of great 20 5 
bim. 


As 4 8500 Parade ought to be for the moſt part erſormed 
with the For, of the Sword, upon the Raible of the Adver- 


V3 Or 
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; er nen — 8 up 1 


performed wich the Foto of the 
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n 


AFS I 


| bis own Bags ae ſe of the Ordinar 


wg bes bometimes an aſa Necefiey hd. & 


meet with the-Adverſary's oh ger and form the Croſs, cloſs 


almoſt co a Mae's — Bed ; otherwiſe" it will not be poſ- 
ible for him to gain the Foible of his Adverſary's Sword, 
whereby he may maler eh. his Parade. This Frirciple is is 
ebiefly aſeful, b n Aduerſiry is very\near to him; pd 
that it is ſearcely: polible for him to gain the Weak of his Sword, 
anleſs be wake the Croſſing Motion of his: Parade almoſt 64e 1. 


3 nies 


wn Dot Marte re eee 


n. 01 


1882 


HAvinG hs oe with, the 3 a tos 2G 200 
728 Guard, and Perfect Parade, which are indeed the 
Two. Things chiefly. requiſite ſor 2 Mans Trae Defnst; 3 let 
vs next fee, What can he ſaid upon the Third Diviſion of: this 
Hirſt Kit wharks is of CY or ee W 
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- Of Principles relating to Thruſting, or the 
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| HAT Method of Thruſting, or Playing any Leſſon, is 
"gy K 15 1 


4 


cCertamly beſt, Which is moſt eaſie, and leaſt diſſorders 
the Body in time of performing it; provided, that 
Method do not diſcover too much of the Body, and conſe. 

ently too freely expoſe. it to the Contre. temps of Riſpoſte 
75 s. of the Adverſary; which if it ſnhould, then another 
Method of Playing that Leſſon is rather to be preferred, in 
Which the Body is more Cloſs and Secure, even altho it 
ſhould prove a little more conſtrained, and not ſo eaſie tor 
the Body as the ſormer. Becauſe, ehe Security of 4 Man's Per. 
fon, and not the Eaſe of his; Limbs,' being that, which the Prattice 


of this Art chiefly aimeth at: No Man can doubt, when theſe Two 


with equal Arguments preſent themſelves to receive a Deciſion 


Precedency, but That which it for the Security of the Body, and 


— 


conſequently for the Preſervation of 4 Man's Life, ought without 


any difficulty, to'carry ie. 
ET TEAK. TE honed 


4 


Ix the performing of every Thruſt or Blow, wherein there 


is required an Elonge, the Trunk of the Body upon the Elorge, 
ſhould be ſo well ſupported, and ſo judiciouſly ballanced-upon 


the Legs, a e the Advanced, that it may be moſt readi- 
9 


iy recovered, to perform its Defenſive Motions, as Occaſion 
all require. Therefore, moderate Elonges or Stretches, eſpe 
tiallj at Sharps, are to be preferred to thoſe, which being Straided, 
male it very diſſicult for. a Man to recover his Body quickly, after 


. the delivery of either Blow or Thruſt. 


Ix- the delivering of 2 Thraſt or Blow, wherein an 
Elonge or Stretch is required, eſpecially after a Feint, the 


Sword-hand ought alwiſe to be the firſt Mover. Becauſe, 


the ſwiftneſs of the Thruſt depending upon the Motion of the oy 
r | ; 1 | Vanee 


48 
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20g: 
” the Hand ſbints be behind. the Matiow' of the Lip 


the Thruſt 528 1 be 4 much longer a coming home to the Body, and 
conſequently Jo mach the ſlower. Therefore, according to this 


Principle, a Man can only be faid to have a ſwift Handiwich 
reſpect chiefly: to ee ing, or to e 2 or B 
rade, and not with re to his Off ain; for - 


in this Caſe, he can only — ſaid . his Theft quickly, | 


but not to have a ſwift Hand, which is an improper Eys 
preſſion for it, and which hath been all along a general MI. 
ſtake amongſt Maſters; and a Faculty attributed to the 


Wreſt of the — which at bottom, belongs indeed 


chiefly to the Arm, 


or Legs. And that I Sh clear 


this a little, which will be thought pretty add, after ſuch a 
long Miſtake, occafioned by hs _—_ 


r tle of wk a 


e ee ; you ee een 'T 


WN! a Man is : icant of: his e Aeg A very 
are chiefly Three different . of it, 1 N he 1 6 be 1 
Placed with Oy to him. hs concern- | 


Tun Nit i, „when hne moving "had! Trunk of bis . 
Body, he can 1 Adverſary with the Spring or 1 7 
tion, which comes from his — oy and Elbow Joints; fo 
that at this Diſtanee, the Thruſt does not at all depend upon 
the quickneſs ot the Wreſt or S Word- hand, but upow the quick 
Motion of the whole Arm, derived from the Shoulder and 
Elbow Joints; and all the Swiftneſs the Hand is concerned 
in, in this Diſtante, is only to Diſengage if there be need 
for it; the Swiftneſs of which, does indeed depend upon the 
Wreſt; but the Swiftneſs of the Motion of the Thruſt,wholl 
upon the Motion of the two Joints ofthe Arm, that is, Shou 
der and Elbow. This is abſolutely the Diſtavee, at which a 
Thruſt can be delivered, with the greateſt Celerity and Swiſt - 
neſs that any Man is capable of, and in which People very 


ſeldom, or never r find 154 placed, 2 in an Oc- 


caſion; 


mw S bo a4. at 
E * * * * 
, * 
4 
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eaſion ; it being ſo very near, and conſequently. moſt. dan. 
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Tux Second Diſtance is, when without Elonging, a Man can 
with the Spring of the Trunk of his Body, and the Motion 
of the above mentioned two Joints reach his Adverſary; in 
which Caſe, the Swiftneſs of the Thruſi depends chiefly, 
upon the quick Motion of the Trunk of the Body, and next upon 
the Motion of the above two Joints cœoperating with it; fo 
that in this Diſtance, as well as the Preceeding, theW reſt is but 
very little concerned, unleſs as I ſaid, when a Man is to Diſengage 
e he Thruſt; for if he be to Thraſt upon the ſame ſide 
he lieth with his Sword, it is the Trunk of the Body and 
Arm, that are chiefly concerned in the ſwiftneſs of the Thraf, 
and not the Hand or Wreſt, as is generally, but moſt ers 
roneouſly believed; this Diſtance is allo very dangerous, being 
9 Hut too near to one's. Adverſary. J!. ro yoant ld 


Tux Third and Laſt Diſtance, is when a Man is neceſſitate 
to make a full Elonge, or Step out with his advanced Leg, fo 
* far as poſſibly | he can, before he · can reach his Adver ſary; and 
ced Leg, accompanied with the Spring of the Trunk of the 
Body, and the Motion of the above · mention'd two Joints 

of the Arm, whereupon the Swiftneſs of the Thruſt does de: 
pend: For at this - Diſtance,” neither the extending of his 
Sword arm, nor 'Bending forward of his Body, being ca- 
pable to make him reach his deſigned Mark, without the 
Aſſiſtance of his full Elonge or Stretch. It is evident, that 

the Swiftneſs of his Thruſt, does chiefly depend upon his quick 
Stepping out, and ſo is owing to the quick Motion of his, 
advanced Leg; altho indeed, both his Body and Sword-Arm 
Muſt concurr with it: So that in this Third Dance, (which 

is that we commonly call, Playing at Half-Sword, and which 

is the ſafeſt of all the Three, when a Man is once Maſter of 


" 


* 


Trunk of the Bo Ys than u 


will many times be home, bet 
touch the Ground, but be at its full Stretch from the other; 
in which Circumſtance alone, and no other that I know, it can 

be juſtly and properly ſaid, (tho moſt Maſters lay it down 


a Good and ſure Parade,) as well as in the Two former; the 


Hand or Wreſt you ſee is but little, if at all, concerned in 
the quick Delivery, or Swiftneſs of the Thraſt; except when 
there is Occaſion, as I ſaid, for Diſengaging or making of a 
Feint On on od 4 7 l 8741 „%ͤ -m! TT ot ＋ ET a Vn TY „ 
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31 0 CCC e J's 
- InpzeD, when a Man is'ſo-riear-to his Adverſary, as that 
he can reach him with a Quarter, half, or even three Quar- 
ter Elonge, then the Swiftneſs of the Thruſt depends much 
more upon the uick. Motion, or bending: for wards of the 
pon the ſtepping fully out with the 
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advance Foot; 


ocauſe, it bei 
Thruſt with the Motion of the Body aſſiſted by the Sword 
Arm, before the advanced Log. at its full Elonge; the Thruſt 

e the advanced Foot not only 


as a general Rule, albeit a very falſe One for Right Thraſting,) 
That a Thraſt reſembles ſomewhat the Shot of a Piſtol, and 
that as the Bullet is commonly home, before the wounded 


Perſon hear the Report of the Piſtol, ſo the Thraſt ſhould 
be home, and the Adverſary wounded, before the Purſuer's 
| Leftfoor touch the Ground. 


TE: EIT EE. 


Ap the Reaſon for it is evident, becauſe in the two firſt 


Degrees of Diſtance, there is no need of moving at all the ad- 
vanced Foot out of its place; the Thruſt in the Fir## Degree of 
Diſtance above-mentioned, depending only upon the Sword- 


Arm; and in the. Second, upon the quick Motion of the 
Trunk of the Body, the Sword. arm concurring with it, the 


moving of the Left · foot in either, not being in the leaſt need. 
ful. And in the Third Degree alſo, you ſee it depends moſtly 


upon the quick Motion or Bending forward of the Trunk of 
the Body, except when the Thra## cannot be performed 
. D d a2 5 with. 
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being poſſi le to execute the | 


vixhout a full Elorge, 
57 


the outmoſt Extent whereof, can only 
carry home the Thr, i out £1 66 e Erutt 


— 


Bur even in this Third Degree of Di#tavce, and which is 
pretty nice, altho, as I have ſaid, the Swiftneſs of the Thra# 
does for the moſt part, depend upon the quick Motion of the 


advanced Foot in E/ongeing ; yet in ſome Caſes, the advanced 
Foot is neceſſitate to attend, qt, wait upon, if I may ſo ex. 


thed, even altho the Hand has been 12 indeed Wann 
wiſe to he to prevent Conſuſion) the firſt Mover; and 
Caſcs are, when chere are great Diſengagements, or large 
Tours to be made before a Thraf can be performed; ſuch 
as thoſe that muſt of neceſſity be performed againſt this New 
Hang ing-Guard in Seconde; n the Purſuit againſt it is 
more ſlow/, than againſt moſt of the 
wherein I pretend one of its great Advantages does conſiſt, 
as may be obſerved in Advantage Second and by the Scheme in 
ee oils 51 lionge 7 4 
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* # F:.4 5 


a Author; and it is but of late, that I diſcovered the 


„ eg of that Term or Expreſſion, of Having a Swift 


Hand,which, ſtrictly ſpeaking, ſhould be attributed only to it, 
or the Wreſt-in Piſengaging, making of a eint, or in forming 
the Parade; and the Swiſtneſs, or quick Delivery of a Thrazt, 


either only to the Motion of the Joints of the Sword-Arm, 


as in the Fir# Diſtance, or to the quick Spring, or Bending 
forwards of the Trunk of the Body, as in the Second; or to 


the ſwift Motion of the advanced Leg, as in the Third; the 
Joints of the Sword arm co operating with the bending for- 


wards, or Spring oi the Body in the Second; and both the 


Prunk of the Body, and forefaid Joints, accompanying the 
2 Motion of the advanced Leg in the Third Distance: Which 


Third 
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2 the Motion of the Hand before the Thra# be ſini- 
theſe 
8e 


f the other Garde, and 


winhaut Vanity affirm, they were neyer made known by 
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Third Di#ance, (fo long a3 a Man/ is withia his Adverſary's 
Medfure') is that wherein a Thraif is longeſt a coming home 


todo Execution, altho I cannot but own, that alben it be 


the ſloweſt, yet it produces the ſtrongeſt Thre# of the Three z 
25 the Thru# trom the Second Diſtause is the next weaker, 
tho ſwifter, and that from the Fir# the weakeſt ; tho indeed 
the ſwifteſt Thruſt of all the Three. _ © 


Tuus I have made it appear, 275 
mon Expreſſion of having 4 Swift Han 


15 attributed to 


Second, or even Third Diſtance; and that That Expre ſſios is 


wdden Heinting, or extraordinary ſwiſt Mat jay in his Parade, 


et Share in it, yet the Joints of the Arm, tene Jak 
of the Elbow, give a mighty Aſſiſtance to it; whereby the 


rendered che mare firm, ſtrong and ſecure. This Obſervas 
ion Caincides ſo with the fifth, Article of Megſwre or Dis 
fance, Page 66, that it might have been very well braughe 


relating to them, as wholly. to omit ſo Neceſſary and 
urious an Oer vation; Therefore the Reader may ei 


conſider it ſeparately and apart here, ar as if it were joined 
to the above-mentioned Fifth Article, which of the Two he 


pleaſes. I ſhall alſo, if I have Occaſion hereafter to ſpeak 
ofa Swift Hand, ſor bear that Term, and give. it, - according 
lo this Obſervation, its Praper one, af Switt Thruſtinge, - *, 


* 


No particular Poſition -v 


out the Aſſiſtance of the other Hand, by oppoſing the Ad- 
8 nn . 


l 


9 


ſuch Perſons who deliver their Thra#s ſmartly, and in a man- 


ner in the Twinkle of an Eye, whether they be at the Firſt, 
wly proper, either to deſeribe a Man's quick Diſengagement. 
abo indeed in che. Parade, albgit/the Wireſt haue the Great: 


Parade, eſpecially if perſormed with a good Jerk or Beat, is 


n there, had I not forgot it; but I judged it better to 
bring it in here amongſt the Principles, altho not 10 praper. 


No | atſogver. of the Savrd-hend, in 4 
delivering a Thruſt from One's Guard, can be capable (with» 


— 


6. 


Therefore, © © 
3j (( 


verſary's Sword with it) to ſecute the whole Body at one 


and the ſame time: Therefore, FA Thruſt be right timed, 


and ſmartly and vigorouſly delivered, there is not ſuch great 
need of Thruſting «lwiſe cloſs by the Adverſary's Sword; nor 
that Niceneſs to be obſerved. in the Poſition of the Sword hand 
in Quarte, Tierce or Seconde, &. or of throwing the Head ind 
Shoulders this or that way off the ſtraight Line, for the Security of 
them from 4 Contre temps, 4s many Mafters do, but too Criti. 
cally and Peremptorly enjoin. See Article Tenth, Page 83. 

CCC ².. RIOT rr 


- Wurn a Thra# can be as ſafely delivered with the Hand 
in that Poſition, wherein the Sword is kept, as if it were al. 


tered to any of the other Poſitious, of ctierce, Quarte, &c. It 


is altogether to no Purpoſe, to change the - Poſition of it in 


Tiruſtisg from Chat, to any of Theſe, and that for the vin 
immediate preceeding Reaſon. m. 


In performing any 'Ehra#, the more near the Point and 


Hilt are, to the Height or Level of the Shoulder of the Fer. 
fon who is to deliver it (which is the Center from which its 
Motion proceeds) ſo much the further will it reach, pro- 
vided the reſt of the Body be equally Stretched in it, as in 
any other Thra# given with another Poſition of the Arm, 


and Point higher or lower. Becauſe when the Shoulder, 


Sword-hand and Sword- point, are exattly level, they make a ſlraight 
Line, and a ſtraight Line reaches alwiſe farther than another if 
the ſame length, which hath one or more Angles made init. 


: Accoxpins to the preceeding Principle, in the delivery 
of every Thruſt, the Point of the Sword ought to be carried 
alwiſe as. level to its Hilt, as the Nature of the deſigned 


Leſſon or Thruſt will allow it; and that for this vem ſunt 
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the frequent Fractiſing to Paris and Thruſt! upon a Comme» | ' | 
 rade at a Wall; I fancy it will not be judged improper, if 
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Jo perform any Leſſon or Thra#-. perfectly well, there is 
required in the Whole Members of the Body, that Vigour, 
Ativity and Quickneſs, which can be acquired by no other 
means imaginable, but by a frequent Exerciſing of thoſe 
Members, in the reſpective Actions peculiar to each, which 
will at laſt convert all into a Habit, or, as we commonly 
term it, 4 Second Nature, So that what 4 Man at firſt per form. 
ed, after a little Pauſe or Conſideration, and with ſomewhat of 
Difficalty, will be at last ſo readily. put in Execution, 'as. that his 
Adions will appear to be doneenather by 4 kind of Rot, than af. 
ter a conſiderate Deliberation and Judgment ; So mach doth Cu- 
fom and an habitual Practice influence, not only our Heads and 
Brains, but even the particular Members of every Mans Body. 


- 


for the acquiring this Eaſe and Natural Habit in Fen 


* 


. An ſeeing there is no Method under Heaven fo proper. 8 
Ang, ass. M 


before I proceed to the Seeond CI of Principles, which re- 


ate to the MASTER, I make a ſhort Digreſſion, and give 


ſome few, but molt exact Dire#ions for Parieing. and:Thrauſt- 
ing a Plain Thraſt at a Wall; and which; will prove of {10+ 
gular Uſe, in Caſe of any Bet or Wager betwixt young 
Gentlemen, either when they are at the Fncing : Schaol, ag 
other wiſe. Tal lie S ie ane tac 


2 . g 
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Directions according to the niceſt Rules, for the mare Orderij 
.. eſpecially upon 4 Bet or. Wager. 


THE Parieing and Thruiting of a Plain Thra#,'dexte.. 
rouſly and ſwiſtly, is of ſo great Uſe in Fexcing, and 
conduces ſo. very much to the rendering a Man per. 
lect in both his Defence and Purſuit, whereby he may really 


4 
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' deſerve the Name of a Compleat Sword-man; that I have 
.: thought fit, to ſet down the following Directions amongſt 
my Principles of the Art, that ſo young Beginners, may not 
duly be convinced of the great Benefit, which will redound 
to them from the frequent Practice of them; but that the f 
may alſo know, how- they ought to be regularly performed, 
according to the ſtricteſt Rules: And J alſo do it the rather, . 
becauſe I am perſwaded, the exact Obſervation of the fol. T 
lowing Directions, will prevent a great deal of Debate, which MW t 
would otherwiſe fall out, when Scholars are about to per. {MW 4 
4 
" 
x 


form them, -eſpecially if there be any thing of a Competi. 
tion of Skill, or Bet betwixt them; and which it is ve 

convenient ſometimes to make, to exeite Scholars to the 

more frequent and aſſiduous Practice of them. Pa 


Rules to ALTHO it hath been a very Old but bad Cuſtom in the 
— 8 Fencing-Schools, to fix in a manner the Perſon who is to P. 
Def.nder rie, With his Back, at leaſt left Shoulder, near to a Wall, 
in Parie- that ſo he may not abſolutely Break his Adverſary's Meaſure, 
ing of by the too much Bending back of his * yet altoge- 
Thruſt. ther diſapprove of it, for theſe Reaſons ; * hat not only it 

many times occaſions a Contortion of the Body, which be- 
fides its Undecency, y be the Cauſe of the Scholars Con- 
tracting a Bad Habit; but alſo, no Perſon in either Pa. 
rieing or Tlruſting, ought to be in the leaſt conſtrained as to 
the Poſture of his Body, but ſhould have all the Liberty i- 
maginable allowed him (for his greater Celerity in the 
Parade) of an eaſie Guard, or Poſture of Defence, which it 
s impoſſible for any Man to have, when he is in a manner 
an up, and as it were fixt cloſs to a Wall: Therefore 

Rule 1. I ſhall begin my Fir# Rule with this General one, where- 
in both Defender and Offender are equally concern'd. And 
it is, That in either Parieing or Thruſting of a Plain Thru, 

both the Defender and Thruſter be placed free of any Wall, 

ar other kind of Stay, or Support; and — 
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inch in tlie Boom ur Scbocd being andeſc. ded. „ 
Hudges named, the — roPirchhimiclfro = 
8 and br FPoſbune of Defence, woch all poſlible Baſe, and 
. — Floor r Favement is to he ohalleed, or otherwiſe 
marked At the Toe of his right, or :advanced Fuat, and at 
the Ade of His uitider Foot, rthardothe may 8 8 
bſerded, >inove cem out of; their nlace n FUR, when:- 

by hel way” brenerhis Ad betſary's Me m nim ͥ L 


bk ak The ag NY Barring Ounn ningly'0x ene 
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Wat ects: D, tut not ba a oo 


n is to give a Culfcient Open 0 lie Pur ſuer to Thruſt 
it; not only upon: the oppoſire Side to that, wherein)his:AY. 
verſary's Bw is 1engageds; but alſo bensatch checSwort), 
When his Advetſar is to Thruſt upon! the An- ide, æſperial· 
ly if he hirafelf ita to a Low and Sinking Gama, and make 
alſo uſe of the True Paruie with a: Dry Bear, and inear ito 
his Body; beeaüſe i beinglupen che Lo. du, and making 
uſe of this Pulte, it is impoſſible for his Adverfary 0 Hit 
im Where 'hecharh/noOpen, »and where hes: already De- 
ended; Which he certainly! is Within the !Sword, whetiche 
takes imfelf not oy e 4 Low: and Sillklag Gard, {the ſe- 
cureſt of pi} Foſtures, in my Opinion. againſt ibe Ordinary 
Method) but. alſo makes: ſe of iel B, PιEẽn And 
therefore to remove all Debates, his Veſt ſhould have two * 
Marks or Lines drawn apor/icz if Black, with! Chalk, it of 
another Colour, with Red or Black, or theiv being better 
perceived aby ehe Judges; the-0nevof Which. Lanes muſt be 
drawn ſtrai ee rem the Out- ſide of his right; Broaſt, 
to the Head · band bf his Breedhes; and within Which eläne 
he is not to 0 f. his Sword- hand, until he be forming his 
Parade, againſt is Adverſary's Thruſt within the Sword : 


He - The 
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The ſecond Line or Chalk is to be made ctoſt his Body, a 


little lower than the middle of its Trunk, or at his ſhort 
Ribs; and it is above this Line that he muſt keep his Sword. 
hand, when he engages his Adverſary's Sword, é ſpeeially as 
1 faid, when his Adverſary is to Thruſt within the Sword, 
and himſelf co make uſe. of a Low Guard, and Beativg Pa. 
rade; for the better obſerving whereof, one of the Judges is 
to be placed Oppoſite to him behind the Thraſter, and to 
Challenge him; before he be to Parie he exceed thoſe Lines, 
- as well the Perpendicular Line within his Sword upon the 
Length, as this laſt a Croſs his Body; becauſe altho upon the 
ordinary . Guard, & common Parade in Quarte & Tierce, 
this Open below the Sword is not ſo needful, that given Within 
the Sword ene ſufficient, by reaſon of thoſe Parades, being 
rformed only by a ſimple turning of the Wreſt or Smord. 
and (without the leaſt Spring or Beat downwards, and 
ſorming a = Croſs near to the Body, for the better gain. 
ing of the Foible of the Adverſary's Sword when Thraiting,) 
which is the reaſon that they are ſo fincertain, and of ſo 
little uſe in an Gregor yet this Open below the Sword is abſo- 
| Jutely neceſſary to be given to a Man, in Thruſting a Plain 
Trait againſt one who ſtands to a Low & Sinking Poſture 
alſo makes uſe of theBeating Parade, becauſe if he had it not given 
to him, he would have, I may ſay, no Open at all to Thruſt 
at, That given within the Sword not being. ſufficient endf, 
when the Defender of a Plain Thraft takes Fimaſelf to a Low 
Guard, and Crojs and Beating Parade, ' _ 


+ Wrar I have faid, of a Man's giving his Adverſary a 
ſufficient Open to Thruſt at upon the In- ſide, and likewik 
beneath the Sword, muſt be alſo ſo underſtood, that he is to 
do the Equivalent without his Sword, when his Adverſary 
comes to Thruſt at him Without and Above it. 
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Tun Defender being thus placed, and the Lines'drawa . = 
upon his Yef, and Floor or Pavement of the School, that ſo 
he may ſtand the more fixt; and alſo thereby give his Ad- 


verſary a ſufficient Open, both within and below his Swo 
to Thruſt at; he is next to endeavour to Parie dexter ; 
and firmly, and with as little Motion, or inclining baeæk 
with his Shoulders as poſſible, the Thrafts of his Adverſary, 

delivered either within and above, or below; or without | 
and above his Sword; for the performing of which with —_ 2 
the more Certainty, it will not be amiſs,” that he exact "0 

peruſe what I have ſaid, both upon the Term of Art PA. 
RIEING, Page 7;. and in the fili Chapter anent the Me- 
thod of Oppoſing the Adverfary's Sword with his, at firſt 
Preſenting and 2 from this New Guard; in which two 

Places he will-find all that is needful for him to know, in Re- 
lation to the Theory of the Parade, from any Guard or Pottare 
of Defence whatſoever; As for the Execution of it, it is only an 
aſſiduous and trequent Practice, and conſtant Habit that mauſt 
bring him to it, and not the bare Reading of thoſe Direction. 


Tas very ſame Directions or Rules, except as tothe giv. : 
a Sb below the Sword, that I have ſet down to be = 
obſerved by the Parier or Defender of a Plain 'Thraſt, from _—__ 
the ordinary Tierce and Quarte Guards, that is as to the Si. = 
tuation of the Perſon to Parie, not the Parade, will alſo ſer rde ix 
when a Man is to Defend a Plain Thraſt, from the Hanging · „ 
Guard in Seconde, in this New Method; I ſhall therefore pro-=  * s 
ceed to the Rules to be obſerved by the Parſuer in Thruſting 


: 


of a Plain Thruſt. 1 ©e | 3 
br ln po og both FVV | Rulesto i 
As I have put Reſtrictions upon the Defender, ſo the Of. be obſery- il 
fender or Thruſter muſt be likewiſe limited, nor'as to his Po. 471 141 | 5 
ſtare; for that, as I formerly ſaid, muſt be alwiſe Eafie, Free in Thruſt- 
and Unconſtrained, but as to a few other Particulars whereofing os 
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ue. as fe is, Ther (ebe Difeqde kee poses as bound. 
ed according to the Directians above) the Ihraſten make 2 
full Elonge or Stretch at him, from the Guard he deſigns to. 
Thruſt from: 80 that his Iuruſt being Planted juſt aboye the 
Defenders right Breaſt, his Huret may Bend a little in its Foible 
next to the oint, and ahen there is to the a Chalk made y- 
pon the Floor, at the In: ſide of his hinder or left Foot, that 
10 he may not ſhorten his Megſune hy Slipping inſenſibly 
nearer to 1 oy „; and the Rea ſon wW⁵y I order his. 
Tul to be PFlanted at the taking of his juſt Difarce, 
is, that he may the as much Benefit, hes he ſhall come; 
to Thruſt — by his Thru coming home level to. 
his Adverſary's Body, whick is the longeſt Line he can poſ- 
„ make upon his Stretoh, as his Adyerſary ſhall have by 
ecliniog; er or Bendiog any wan back his, Body in Paries 
*. which not i _ the ſtriſteſt Directions; and 
2. poſitive Wels ene has can be laid upon him, a Man 
2 4 ——r—ů— this: more certain Defence, eſpe · 
upon d B ur ger: Therefore it is but juſt, chat the 
Thruſter ſhould have this little Allowance to ballance it, be- 
- fides awthar ot may be conceded to him by / Pact ion, 
281495, or Inches Within his full Stuetch, e jab 
ho: png ara Swiſtneſs mera; of ns 
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* . Ned Ile Kerlen may „ giur Stolix a 40 the 
and take his Word for it, when he takes bis Diſrare 
for T. hrſting, that he is at his Tull or Outmoſt Stretch, yet 
ill not: rely upon bis Ingenuity. as to this Point; and 
A ure therefore to be aſſured that he is upon a Full Stretch or Eloge, 
Biel n obſerve, That if his left Ham and Sword-arm be fully 
when a. ſirerched, and his riglit Leg ina Ferpendicular :Sitvationbe- 
Van jest want its Ancle and Knee, er eh cannot be complained 
r. of; HFonltho a Man may. by laing his Body, eſpecially 
whe ie g nt Leg, * ow, upon his Elonge, e 
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this Srreteh a titel, _ L'calt's Full Oy; For if 12 Legs 


| berty ro place his Right)“ atlas great a Diſtance irgm:zt, as > 
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and: erte bet be im the Poſe 2 I haved mir fs A 5 
is ſufficiently fair, and he may be wy juſt ro hays 
alen bis Hb at a Tal Skeſch. vn & ho eirl, 75 abe ei 2 
95 01 3024099 305M 77 146 A [heck 
Ahn, whatever, Faſbian- the re, holds "is, are, »; 
when he ta kes bis outmoſt e or Meaſure, after t rhe ye ery 


ame Faſhion mult he hold it, when he. comes to d deliver hig 
Thr#s in Earneſt; 0 ber he may. degeive. zhe, Hefte ers 
by * his Tail Handle, and in 2: manner 
beyond the Cg hatrs towuar L its Shell, When he. 1 a taking 
of bis NN and:laftetwards: taking: the Pomel into the: 
middle of his Hand, and.Sttetching his; Foxe: fi along the. 
Handle, when he comes! to-Thraft;; whereby be will, gain 
near to thræe doadhes of Diſtance e the De enter; A Tec 
a Subtilty and Cunding, not eaſily at _ Ane b 
20 0 nee a 76 1} eb e ee 
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Im is not ena, that he Oſſender liave the Floor. 87 Sin- 4 
ide. of his Left or Hihdi foot Chalked, eon he gifer 0 INT 

ne mul alſo Bitch! imſelſ to his Guaba, and have the Hor 
bkew; fe: marked at the Toe of his Righ oh and 1 „ 

his: Thru t; ¶ dhe Butan of his, Huret HE _ 

lured With red, for che better e dene 1 
it Hits diſtind ly andAwituy, ajternafively 9 B pon each 1 78 of . | 
hinab vas 8 Sword zal 1 Hint Wi and 4 bon boxes. nv2Ig 
or Below, aul then Without and Above it, iRegoyering x has. Ini 
Body: lafter edchiThrgftsro its Gand. Padre; for the bett, is 1291 4 860 
and more ſwift performing nan, let him peruſe;ſerio! N 
what I have ſaid upon the Term THRUSITNG, age 

lithe Thru#er ſhould ha vẽ only his Left jaoyChalke Far | 
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cates, this would-be. agreat Wee tothe 0 0 4 
. ſwiftneſs of he Motion of the Sword: and 'de- 


ee as Lhave made appear, page z09, dan ee 


* * 


puted to be Greater, or Farther, than the Diſtance, betwixt 


where his Right -foot was placed before Elonging, and where 
it is, when at his full Stretch; ſo that in 2 making u 


full Elonge upon the Defender, which he ought to do, he only 
rforms in a manner a Half, nay ſometimes but a Quarter 
bl his full Elonge, from the Poſition of his Body upon his Gard. 
Poſtare, and conſequently, his Thraſt is ſo much the ſhorter 
and ſooner home, as his Right ſoot is placed nearer than its 
due Diſtance to his Adverſary, before his Elong ing; ſo that 

at this rate, a Man ſhall even take his due D:#arce with a 


full Streteh, and yet if he ſet himſelſ at his full Elonge, from 


the Ordinary PoHare of his Guard betore Thraſting, ſhall hit 
his Adverſary almoſt as ſoon, as if he were much more near 
to him, and in a manner only to ro at him,: by the ad- 
vancing Motion of the 'Trunk of his Body, and Spring of his 
Sword- arm; therefore in-7 12 a fair and regular Plais 
Trat, great regard is to be had by the Judges, to the Of. 
fender's or Thrafter's Recovering of himſelf, after every given 
inThra# to his Ordinary Guard Poſtareand Diſtance betwixt his 
Feet, as at firſt marked a_ the Floor, that ſo the Defender 
may not be thus impoſed upon and deceived: by him; and 


here I muſt tell you by the way, that nothing prevents the 


A good flipping of at Man's Feet better, when he is to _— at his 
way to full Stretch, and that perhaps the Floor of the School, or his 
prevent Shoes are Slippery, than the Chalking the Soles of them well 
ding of With a piece ot good Chalk; this will aſſiſt him to ſtand 
one's feet, firm, not only before he offer to Thru, but alſo when he-is 

making of his full. Elonge. HET er bs 

i». | 008 Thruſter is not, before really Diſengaging and Thruf- 
arum the Defender to offer at the Parade, before there 1s 

juſt Ground for it; for this being a deceiving Motion, is 
equivalent to a Feint, and therefore is not at all fair in 4 

| | | 5 | | June 
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ol the advanced Foot, the Thra#er's Stretch cannot be com. 
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ing, 'to make the leaſt deceiving Motion, whereby he may 
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to Thruſt : 
the Purſuer, and the Paricing of it none at all to the Defender. A. 


Wuxx then, a Scholar 27 at a very near Diſtance, he 
gets little or no good by it himſelf, becauſe being fo ver 
near to his Adverſary, he hath not the Opportunity of Strerche 
, and conſequently not of acquiring a Swift Thruſt; where. 
as, in this Caſe, the Deſender reaps a great Benefit, by * 
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tender to Art, with a diſdainful and ſupercilious Smile ſay, 
Here is indeed a great deal of Clutter and Doe, about the 
Thruſting of a Plain Thruſt, Hundreds of which a Man ma 
ſee every day performed in the Schools, without all this 
formal Nicety; of Mesſ#ring the Diſtance, Chalking the Ground 
and Clothes, and I know not ace. 


I ACKNOWLEDGE all: this, but then I would gladly know, 
if thoſe Plain Thrazts, to which this Spark was ſo frequently 
Witneſs, were either delivered according tothe ſtrict Rales 
of Art; or if there was any Bet or Wager upon them: If the 
former, then I do affirm, that they. obſerved the preceeding 
Directions, ( which are the only Fundamental Rules; of all 
Regular Thruſting) otherwiſe:they could not be but moſt 
unartificially 8 e bonne performed. And if there was 
Money laid upon it, then there would be a Neceſſity for the 


Parties, either to be regulate by ſuch like Rules as I have 


here ſet down, or to continue Debating and Jangling a very 
date all the 
Differences and Difficulties that would be ſtarted upon both 
ſides; all which, if they bad neben £00k to decide it, 
would certainly terminate in the obſerving the foregoing 
Rules, or Others of the ſame very Nature. 


80 that when young Gentlemen have a mind to divert 
themſelves, by trying their Dexterity in Thruſting Plain 
Thruſts upon one another, which is indeed very commend- 
able; and perhaps for a Glaſs of Wine or ſo; then there can 
never any Difficulty in the performing them occurr, but 

what are in a manner obviate, and removed by the forego. 
ing Directions, the Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs whereof, will 
alwiſe more and more appear, when any ſuch Bet, or Trial 

of Skill ſhall be, by ſome © I and Adroit young Sword... 
„ „ 8 e = en 
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men od upon; which I think, a ſulheient Anſwer to 
we Critical, but 1 muſt 22 W 9 9 * 2 
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Gre pes which 6 tbe Vene Cl 16. E 7 Ms 
ſter. 


ERE'| it not ſor the Nd of Diſcourſing a little 

4 ꝗ — each of the Claſſes I at firſt Named, I might 

very well forbear ſaying any thing, of either this 
3 2 of Prices relating to the Maſter, or t 8 Next, which 
reſpects the Scholar; becauſe, when a Man deſigns to improve 
hiraſelt in the Art ofDefenceyie may aries = not have the Op» 
ortunity of making choice oi'ſuch/ a ſufficient Inſtructer as 
ie could wiſh tor, but be neceſſitate to make uſe of ſuch as 
live in the Place where he reſides, let them be never ſo un- 
„ for in this Caſe, as in all oy Ne hath 10 
AW. ; 4 | Ke +. hn 18 i 


e * 71 
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' Bzs1DEs, this are o very many good Qualifications res 
quired in a Compleat Maſter of Defence, that I doubt much, if 
ever they were all found in any competent Degree of 
Perfection in any one Man; therefore, when a Man can 
do no better, he muſt ( neither can he be blamed for it) 
ny loy ſach as the Place will afford. Bur if he is living in 


ountry or City, where there are greater Plenty of Ma- 


lers and fo may make a Judicious Choice; I think they 
ought to be Maſters, if not of all, yer at leaſt of rhe molt 
_ Material Qualifications eine 


ISRALI not here inſiſt upon thoſe Qualifications which 
Fencin Maſters © 4 to be poſſeſſed of, in common with 
da, no doubt, 25 1 are MEN, and a wy | 
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of the Community where they live, they ought to im prove 


and habituate themſelves, to all thoſe Chriſtian and Moral 
Virtues which are required of other Good Men; therefore, - 


I ſball in this place only conſider them as PERSONS, who 
chiefly lay themſelves out, for the Improving of Youth in 


the dexterous Handling, ol their Weapons, whereby oy WE 


way become Maſters, of a Sure and General Defence again 
all k 


F - , &* 1 
7 : 2 _— 8 
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Ap in this Acceptation, not only They, but all other 
Maſters who take upon them the Inſtructing of Youth, in 
their more Heroick, Gentlemany, or even Diverting Exerciſes; 
ſuch as the Mathematicks, Art of War or Evolutions, Fencing, 
Riding, Dancing and Muſick; ought to be indued with ſuch 


to that Science or Art whereof they are Proſeſſors. 


particular Good Qualifications, as more immediately relate 


| NexT to the Mathematicks, no doubt, the Art of Defence 
hath the Preheminence, becauſe of the great Benefit which 
flows from it to all Men, for the Safety and Preſervation of 
their Honour and Lives; and ſeing this Art hath been the 


Subject of the foregoing Sheets, I judge it will not be amiſs, 
that I here diſcover to the more unexperienced Readers, a 


few of the chief Qualifications, which in my Opinion, an Ex- 


pert, and truly Great my er of Defence ought to be endued 
0 | 


with; that ſo young Gentlemen may hereby be the more 
capable to make a Jadicous Chuſe, (when they ſhall have 


Variety to Pick and Choice upon) of a ſufficiently Qualified 
Maſter, to inſtruct them in the moſt uſeful Art of Defence, 
ee, the Attack of all kind of Weapons, as well Edged as 
Pointed. © % 1. | . 


Hz ought to be a Perſon of a Civil and Obliging Deport- 
meat”; Becauſe, having to deal for the moſt part with young 
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he People, and many times of the greateſt Quality, they ought 
_ n doced to now che ade and Al 2% RF, 
' where- ſhall give them relating to his Art, by the reaſonableneſs 
=_ * ofhis Arguments, and not compelled to them by the Harſh.. 
Great neſs and Surlineſs of his Temper; for young People, about 
Maker of that Age they are commonly taught their Exerciſes, are to 
ought to be Judiciouſly perſmadea, not. violently forced, to the perform- 
be endu- ing of them; and the weaker and more uncapable ſome of 
cd. his Scholars are, the more he ought to encourage them; 
that they may the more earneſtly ſet about and endeavour to 
improve themſelves. For nothing more Diſcourages and 
Rebutes a young Gentleman at any Exerciſe, than to be 
alwiſe finding Fault with, and Rebuking him for, his per. 
haps unvoluntar NegleAs and Omiſſions. 
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„ FH ought to be Maſter of a General Defence and Parſait, 
both as to Blow and Thruſt, that ſo he may communicate the 

Art of both Weapons, Back-Sword and Small, to his Scholars; 
for no Mafter can pretend to be a Compleat ' Profeſſor of the 
whole Art of Defence, unleſs he be thus Qualified as to both 
Weapons; - becauſe, altho a Man's Skill and Dexterity, in 
either the Art of the Broad-Sword alone, or in the Art of the 
Small by it ſelf, may be ſufficient to procure to him, the Cha- 
racter of either a dexterous Back Sword Maſter, or of an exact 
Teacher bf the Art of the Small. Sword, or Rapier; yet unleſs 
he poffeſs the Knowledge of both Arts, whereby he can com- 
municate to his Scholars the Trae Defence and Purſuit of both 
Weapons, and by joining them in a manner together, pro- 
cure to his Scholars a General and Sure Defence, againſt all 
kind of Weapons, as well Eaged as Pointed; he can never 
deſerve the Name of a Traly Compleat Maſter of Defence, but 
only of a Good Back-Sword Mater, or of a Dexterous Teachen 

of the Art of the Rapter. 8 ; N 
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Ap this Qualification of Joining the Practice of both 


Arts in One, is ſo much the more needful to make a Com- 


pleat Maſter of Defence; As it ſaves a great deal of Time 10 
Scholars, who in place of ſpending a conſiderable Time ig 


nn Weagoos ſeparately, fave, mar 
than the one half or two thirds of it, by being Taught both 


at one and the ſame time, as if they were joined together, 
and one and the ſame very Art: And indeed they have ſo 


much Dependence the one upon the other, for the Procuring 


to any Man a General and True Defence againſt the Attack IT 


all Weapons, that they ought alwiſe to be joined together, as in 
this New Method, and rendered inſeparable by all who ſeriouſly 
Reſolve to become Dexterous and Truly Compleat Sward. men. 
As he is to be Maſter himſelf of a General Defence 
and Purſuit, that is, abſolutely Maſter of all belonging to 
both Arts of Back-ſword and Small, ſo he ought to have that 
Eaſe and Readineſs, in Communicating all the Leſſons both 


Defenſive and Offenſive to his Scholars, and alſo endea vour 


to Support and Defend them, with ſuch Convincing Rea- 
ſons, that his Scholars may be fully fatisfied, that What he 


Teaches them, is founded entirely upon good and ſolid Rea- 
ſons, and not upon à Cuſtomary and ill grounded Rot, 


handed down from Maſter to Provo, without being able to 
give any other Reaſon ſor what he Teaches, than; Thus I 


order you to do, and you are not to ack Queſtions: An Evaſion, - 
and general Anſwer, below any Man of Judgment, parti- 
cularly a Maſter, who takes upon him to inſtruct Vouth, in 
the more Regular and Certain Defence of their Lives, when 
in an Occaſion, or other wiſe accidentally attacked.  __ 


Axp. indeed for my own part, were Eto-make Choice of 
One of Two, either of a Maſter who: is moſt dexterous is 
bis own Practice, but cannot ſpeak a mouthful of Senſe 
5 1 3 „ 
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upon the Grounds of it, or of another whoſe Limbs are ſome. 


of the Week ſet apart ſor Aſſaulting; which ought to be 


« * "- f n * 80 * * 
* 9 * FAY RES 4 a hacia ad * u ” _ 
I A — 2 4 RI © [2 Wy TO * tf . PRI? . 
z 4 N 153 
£ - 


what more Gourdie, but what he performs, grounded upon 


moſt Convincing Arguments and Undenyable Rea ſon, I ſhould 


much rather make Choice of this laſt than of the former, be. 
cauſe it is not by my Maſter's Practice that I become a good 
Sword · man, but by my own; and if my Maſter can but 
demonſtrate the Leſſans to me, tho never ſo lowly, and give 
me good Reaſons for them; an aſſiduous Application, and 


frequent Cuſtom ot Performing them, will certainly bring 
me to that uſeful Practice, which will he a great deal better 


founded, and more ſerviceable to me than a Cuſtomary 
Rot, for which I can give no other Reaſon than the old 41. 
Hotelian Argument, Ipſe dixit præceptor. Thus ſaid My Ma- 


ſter. I do not however pretend, that Theory alone, with- 
out a competent Degree of Practice, no more than a great 


deal of Practice without Theory, is ſufficient to qualifie a. 
ny Man, to take upon him the Title of a Maſter of Defence; I 
only aſſert, that of the Two, I had rather my Maſter were 
but an ordinary Practitioner, and much Maſter of the The- 
ory, than that he ſhould be a moſt Dexterous and Adroit 
Practitioner, and could not give the leaſt convincing Reaſon 
for what he does; Theory indeed and fſolid[Reaſoning, being 
in my Opinion more required and uſeful in a Matter, tor 


the 8 Improvement of his Scholars, than a bare Pra- 
ctica 


Rot, founded upon nothing, but a glib and ready Mo. 
tion of ſome of the Members of his Body, without the leaſt 


* 


* 


H ought to obſerve an Order and Decency in his School, 


as well by ordering his Servant to keep it Neat and Clean, 
and the Scholars Shoes and Fleurets in their particular Places, 
for the more ready delivering them to the Scholars when 


called for; as by exactly attending the Scholars himſelf, not 


only upon the Days he is to Teach, but alſo upon the Days 


wo 


Of Fintingj & GT 2 3 Fig 


ne. wo at leaſt; ſuppoſe Tue u gs and Fridays; 5 for Sana being 
"Ecommonly a Day for other . it were a Loſs to the 

uld Scholars to forbear Teachin | Munday. Like - 

be. {viſe one Day in the Week for too li ttle, Scho- 

od jars in the ſeven Days 0 Ne Hee: 250 to go a little out 
ut (8 Practice; the only Support and Preſerver, I may ſay, as 
ve yell as Improver of this Chiefly Practical Art; and therefore 
nd two Days in the Week are abſolutely neceſſary for Aſſault- 
ne ig, as well for the Maſter's own Eaſe, as for tlie greater Be- 
ter 150 and Improvement of his Scholars in 1 K Practiee; 
without which, their Leſſon-Labour will avail chem but 12 | 


11 1 little when! in an . . ns 
8 TaAT thoſe 4 ſaules el be Ps more e 5 Re- 
at Neularly ae he ought to have eſtabliſhed Laws for 


them, which ſhould be Priced: in Large Characters, and 
iffixt to ſome Place in the School, whereby they may be 
apoſed to all who come into the School ; Fhat before 4/- 
e- Ialting they may take a View of them, to prevent Debates, 

it . would N certainly fall out, were there no 
on Mich Regulations; A Draught of which for his greater Eaſe, 
ng ind according to eat 0 own TD. I Have given | in the 
or innexed Sheet whic folds out. A | 


0. Hs ſhould have alſo once 2 Vear à Prize to de Played : 
it br, to which his Scholars ought to Contribute; and ſheuld 
Inve likewiſe Printed Laws for that Effect, to prevent all 
confuſſon and Debates, which would atherwiſe, upon ſuch 
ol, In Occaſion, inevitably fall out. A Specimen whereof I have 
n, Milo given in the above-mention'd Folding-out - Sheet; No- 
es, Nvays pretending, that either theſe or the former for! 22 
en alt, ſhould be the only On's to which a Maſter ought 
ot Mi tye himſelf; but only as a Draught whereby he may the 
5 — ealil frame others for his School, as he ſhall have 
be red for them; altho in my Opinion there will be bur cls 
vo : tt 
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little material to alter in them, having omitted nothing relating 


two la ſt Parag rap 


ones ſet apart, for Playing for Priæes; yet I have placed 
them amongſt the Principles relating to a Maſter; becauſe 


I SHALL 'not alſo here enlarge, upon ſeveral other Parti 


ordinary Wearing-Cloths; As alſo ſometimes in the Ope 


with ſeveral other very neceſſary Things, which I willing! 


Oities eſpecially) a Man hath Variety at his Command, and 


that Variety to Pick and Chuſe upon, he muſt even make 
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IL 
either to Common-Aſſa«/ting, or Playing:tor a Prixe; which] 
judged abſolute] g, Now altho the Contents of theſ 

Hare not ſo properly Principles relating to the 
Qualifications required in a good Maſter, as Regulations for hi 
Scholars more Or derly Aſſaulting; as well in the ordinary Diets 
appointed ſor that Purpoſe, as in the more extraordinar 
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they haye a very great Dependence upon his being a well 
Qualified One. 4 1 55 HIYA 3 8 18. 5 8 Lo i YT: 7 11 . 75 17 
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culars which are very material, ſuch as, That he: ought! tc 
keep an Order and Decency in his School; Begin | his Schic 
lars with light Fleurets, and accuſtom them by degrees tc 
weight ier, which will ſtrengthen their Arms and Wreſts 
Make them Aſſault ſometimes in their Walking-ſhoes anc 


Fields, when the Weather is good, the better to accu 
ſtom them to the Judging of Meaſure : A moſt uſeful thing 
when a Man comes to be engaged for his Life! ' Together 


omit, becauſe, as I ſaid, 1D are not ſo ppperly Print 
1 


ples reſpecting his Perſonal Qualifications, as Conſequences 
of them. 5 Fk! 


Tuxsz are the Chief and moſt neceſſary Qualifications 
required in a Compleat Maſter of Defence, where, / in great 


when a young Gentleman has the good Fortune to mee 
with ſuch a one, he may very ſafely commit himſelf to his 
Conduct, in inſtructing him in the True Art of 15 Bu 
as I ſaid, When a Man is living in a Place, where he hath not 


the 
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Scheme VS (according to the 
obſerved in all Fencing- Schools, wherein the Maſter deſigns a J 
* .clally upon the Ordinary Days for Public Aſaulting, or when 

to be Printed in large Characters, and placed in the moſt ce 
to be concerned, may pretend Ignorance. „„ 
[hel not here ſay any thing of either the Fencing- School, or Room where 4 Prize. 

of the moſt convenient Rooms can be had for theſe Purpoſes, in the Places where t 
- that I would have obſerved in making Choice of One, That as 4 Fencing-Scho 
| little With-drawing Room to enter from it, for the more Conveniency of the Sc. 
* the Prize, retiring themſelves to, until they put themſelves in Order for it; m. 
wo are only to be ogg ade This being premiſed for the Conveniency of the Sc] 
” ought to obſerve the following, or ſome other ſuch like Lans; both upon their V 


FINE F 1 R ST. 0 #| Sha 
LAW S to be obſerved upon the Weekly Aſſaulting Days. || ww 


# * of 4 


* 

3 
_ = 
* 


l 
4 
F 


I | "" ©, 2 * 52 : Ws Sy 2 + * 5 - —_ : . "> EY 
. . IE x 72 „ 2 ; FO OM gs 
FN * pe 4 * * i y i . 1 . 
9 , 7; i . b 4 : — 
0 7 _ "7 1 i . 0 ; 9 5 »* * 
5 * 1 . „ nM? oy 
| Y ; 'E. ht” p i ” : | : 3 
2 7 3 © S 4 Io - f a 1 
* BY a — / 
0 bs ” 100” 2 5 15 — - 
b , * 1 . * * * - 4 
S 
” > : i ; 1 . 1 . RC 3 . 
v.77 x v 
: 1 11 
we 


2 


8 8 2 
. 71 2 
, 
£5 Po 
« - 
2 


T H E Days of the Week appointed for Aſaulting, ought to be Tueſdays and | 2 
Fridays, for the Reaſons 1 page 231. | - W 
„ . 1 1 verſa 
ALL Curſing and Swearing, and obſcene Language, ſhould be diſcharged as i : 2 
much as poſſible; Becauſe, a Fencing-Shool being a Place to which Perſons of the almiſ, 
Quality do frequently reſort, jor their Exerciſe and Divertiſement , all fun + ariſes 
Ungentlemany, as well as Immoral Habits ought to be diſcountenanced; and that |} 

Decorum and Civility obſerved and paid by the Scholars to one another, as it be- N 
comes Gentlemen, not only as they are Chriſtians,” but even as they pretend to be ſter 1 
An of True Generaſity and Honour, un | I. to be 

| . 5 55 „%% 
ALL Perſons, as well thoſe who are only Spectators, as Scholars, ſhould be. | Ia 15 
obliged to Silence; at leaſt, to Diſcourſe within their Voices; Becauſe, thereby Fg 

WT che Aſſaulters will be leſs diſturbed, and the Maſters Advices and Reproofs, men 
they commit any . Eſcapes, better adverted to and obſerved. > ES, 4 I 
NO Scholar or other Perſon, ſhould offer to Aſault, or preſent a Huret to „„ 
any, without having the Maſter's Conſent; Becauſe, it would be not only Indiſ- the 
cretion ta do it without having firft acquainted the Maſter o it; but it would be a 1 


ready Means to occaſion a continual Hurry and Confuſion in the School, while the Scho- 
lars are either Aſſaulting, or the Maſter a giving of a Leſſon. '_ e 
| V ng 0) | 


NO Scholar nor Spectator, without a Licence from the Maſter, ſhould offer 

to Direct or give Advice, to any who are either taking a Leſſon or Aſault ing; 

4 Bronge, Firſt, it is Unmannerly, without Permiſſion or being defired, to take upon 
ente ploy the after, Secondly, Cenſurers frequently reprove their Comrades, | 


for the very ſame Eſcapes they the TL es I EE 
that the ” | 2 e they. 2 e 2 Ne 6 ebene, . TL : 
which they might have prevented, had the 8 alittle more Silent and Reſerved, | ſtrate 
NO Scholar under two Months Teaching in this New Method of Fencing, or , 
three atleaſt in the Ordinary One, ſhould be allowed to Afault in Publick; NC 
Becauſe, until they be a little confirmed” in the Art by their Private Aſſaults, they given 
can do nothing in their Publick, but Miſbehaue or Ramble , whereby the Art is un- | 
dervalued by ſuch Spectators as know not the Reaſon for their thus Failing, and who NC 
are alſo perhaps glad of ſuch a Pretence, 7 4 8 0 F op th 
NO Scholar under three Months Teaching in this New Method, or five or ix | FC 
in the Ordinary One, ſhould be ſuffered to take their Leſſons, or Aſault in their | of Pl. 
Ordinary wearing Clothes or Shoes; Becauſe, until a Man be pretty well confirmed. thoſe 
in his Leſſons, and his Body and Limbs accuſtom'd thereby to good Stretches, his if the 
Play would be but very ſlom and unfirm, ſhould he ſo ſoon quite with his Fencing Shoes ñ that] 
and Veſt. | Es vin EE | contr 
NONE ſhould be allowed to Play, above five or fix fair Given, or Received _ NC 
Thruſts ;, Becauſe, if People Play briskly as they onght, their Vigour will be ſpent in ; Cand 
hat time; and what they do re ee is but flow and without Life, and ſo un white 
ſeaſant to the Spectators; therefore they had better give place to others, in which | kind 
ime they may take their Wind, and fall ” it again if they pleaſe, | Si 
9 . | ougn! 
 ALTHO at Sharps Thruſting at the Face be very diſabling, yet it is not to be be th 
lowed in School-Afſaults;, Becauſe, of the Prejudice and Hurts People may receive 
it in their Eyes; but Popping out (as we term it) at the Wriſts, Arms, Thighs, TE 
egs or Feet, ought to be allowed, altho not reckoned as Thrufts, Becauſe, | inali 
hereby a Man accuftoms him elf to be dexterous at it at Sharps, where it is moſt 7 more 
ſeful for Diſabling ; and if he do not practiſe it in School -Aſſaults, he ſhall never to be 
Vave the Opportunity to become dexterous at it at all; beſides, that the Popping out Play 
1 theſe Parts can mor Adverſary no Prejudice with a Fluret, 44# would Vigo 
at his Face or Eyes,which is the Reaſon _ I would have it diſcharged at theſe parts, obli, 
NR 5 2 „„ | | of T 
iE Uſe of the Left Hand ought to be allowed in School- Aſſaults as well againſt Nb 
Wits as Inorants, that thereby a Man may become dexterous, at both Oppoling e 
Farieing his Adverſary's Sword with it; which it is impoſſible he can ever be, Trur 
ſs by frequently making uſe of it, both when taking of a Leſſon and Aﬀaulting: (as to 
a indeed it is too too good and uſeful an Aſſiſtance for a Mans Defence, to be | a 
lly laid aſide or neglected. Os | „„ Al 
| Te Net 14 . 5 OE Bet « 
ITHE better to prevent Contretemps in Aſſaulting, altho a Man give his Ad. Occa 
ariary a Contretemps, or even an Exchanged Thruft, before the recovery of his and 
verlary's Body from his Thru; yet if he himſelf did not offer to go to the Px. it m 


de, but did deſignedly receive the Thraf, that he 1 more ealily give - ſelvex 

the Contretemps or Exchanged Thruft to his 1 ; the Thruft his Adverſary the 

ve him ſhould be charged upon him; that thereby he may be diſcouraged fromthe |. very 

ratFice of ſuch a falſe and Murdering kind of Play, which is the loſs of many Brave alloy 

en at Sharps, where commonly in ſuch a Caſe, both go to the Pot together. Nota, for 
F | 


No People are more guilty of this than the French, by reaſon of their imperfet 4} 

arte and Tierce Parades, and upon that Account, their too frequently Catching Bj 
at Time; whereby in Duels or Rencounters, both Parties are for the moſt par, | © Fe 
either XU d or Wounded, | (6D „„ as th 


| | 1 XII. f in a 

TWO Command: are to be reckoned equal to a Thruſt; Becauſe, alt ho they are 77 50 tl 
not Jo dangerous, yet ſeeing it 15a bad Habit that a Man accuftoms himſelf to, to {nffer . 1 oe 
bs Sword at every Bout, as we Joy, to be commanded; it is but juſt, that for every | . to h: 
two he ſhould be charged wit h a ruſt, that ſo he may the better guard againſt them, Com 
as alſo thi more to encourage bis Adverſary to Command him, Lease of its great 17 
Uſe and Safety at Sharps. | OR. 0 wher 
UPON Con ; di 8 In 7 55 al a the Perſon C nded. af | 25 

f mmanding no Struggling is to be allowed to the Perſon Commandea,at- | 
ter his Huret is once catch bod . | Has 


| $ ONC nor Trippin to the Perſon Commanading,atter 
ne is Maſter of it; Becauſe, however allowable ſuch active and nimble Defences may | yori, 
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. Da Y whereupon thePrize is to be Played for Approaching, there ought ©® 
to be a iu A Guard r ored by the Overſeers or Judges 1 the Magi- | 
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WHEN a Fluret is broken in an Aſſault, the Perſon in whoſe hand it is, ought © - 

alwiſe to pay it; Becauſe, if it be by a Thruſt upon his ee his Adver ary 

has loſs enof, by being at the Diſadvantage of receiving a Thruſt, altho he pay not the 

Fluret alſo; and if it be broke by a Blow, whether it be by his own Beat or his Ad- 

verſary's, he ought to have taken care to prevent either; upon all which Accounts, 

Tthink it moſt reaſonable, that the Perſon in whoſe hand the FluretWas broke, ſhould on 

alwiſe pay it : Which Deciſion will be found to remove a great deal of Debate, that 

_ ariſes many times upon this Point. 5 %%% ͤ 


„ LASTLY, All theſe Laws ſhould be obſerved, under ſuch a Penalty as the Ma- 
ſter ſhall judge fit to impoſe, for the Breach of Each: And that Mulct ought alſo 
to be exactly Collected; Otherwiſe, the having ſuch Laws in a School will turn to 


n0 effect, and the Scholars will have no more Regard to them, than if there were no ſuch 
Laws at all ta be Obſerved by them. mes hem, thay f ſuch 


4 


L AWS to be obſerved upon a Bet, or when a Prize is to be Play'd for. 
ALL the preceeding Laws for Aſſaulting, in ſo far as they are not contradictory 
to theſe following, are to be obſerved as well in Playing for a Prize, as upon 
the Weekly Aſaulring Days, but where they differ, then obſerve the following, 
I fay whena Prize is to be Played. Fob „%% ᷑ũ Gn! ou e 
9 ER E ſhould be Printed Advertiſements, to acquaint People both of the _ 
1 kind of Prize that is to be Play d for, as alſo of the Day that is appointed - 
for it; together with the Pace and Perſons Names, to whom thoſe who intend _ 
to Play are to give up their Names, and their Contribution for it, unleſs it be 


a Prize given gratis. 


ſtrates of the Town, or Commanding Officer of the Place, that ſo 


Rabble or Confuſion may be thereby the mo prevented, For which Reaſon alſo, 
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NONE ſhould be admitted to be Spectators, but ſuch as ſhall have Tickets - . = 


given to them, which they are bee to the Door · keeper as they enter. 


NONE ſhould be allowed to Play for the Prize, but ſuch as haye duly green 
- - up their Names at the Time and Places appointed, © . 


FOR the greater Order and Re ularity in Playing for a prize, the Number 1 


of Players ought to be Even, that ſo they may be the more eaſily Paired, and 
thoſe who Beat their Adverſaries, alſo marked with the leſs difficulty ; Therefore 
if there be an Odd Player,they ſhould all draw Lots who is to forbear Playing for 
that Prize, and the Perſon-upon whom the Lot falleth, ſhould have the Money he 
_ contributed for the Prize returned to * and ſhall for bear Playing for that time. 
NONE ſhould be allowed to Play but in ſuch a Carb or Habite as this following 
( and which is a moſt decent one for ef ag be ) vez. A black Velvet Cap, and 
white Waiſtcoat, Drawers, and Stockins ; the Waiſtcoat and Drawers 1 What 
kind of Stuff every Man will be at the Charges of, whether Holland, Taffaty, 
Sattin, &c. But in the time they are Faying the Skirts of their Waiſtcoats 
ought alwiſe to be put beneath the Head- and of their Drawers, that ſoit may 
be the better perceived where the Te are given: For which End alſo, - 


THE Flurets they Play with ſhould be of equal Length, and their Buttons dip Ho ; | 


in a litle Vermilion and Water, that ſo the Thrufts after they are given may be the 
more eaſily diſcovered, and Booked without any Debate, and which ought alwiſe 

to be done by the Judges after every Thruf; neither ſhould any be allowed to 
Play againſt more than One in a Day; becauſe, after the firſt Aſault a Mans 


Vigour is ſpent, and being to Play for a Prize, it were moſt unreaſonable, to 
oblizehim to N any other Freſh Perſon that Day: As for the Number 


of Thruſts to be 


— 


lay d for, ſee the E wh Law for Weekly Aſaulting,” 


Trunk of the Body; that is, Betwixt the Neck and Head-band of the Drawers 
as to its Length, and betwixt FO Oo SITE reDreadth.e 7 


No Thr#/s ſhould be allowed nor accounted as fair, which arenot given in the © ite 


ALL Encloſing and Commanding ought to be diſcharged in Playing for either a 
Bet or a Prize ;, Becauſe, however uſeful they may be at Sharps, yet upon this 
| Occaſion, the frequent uſe of them, would take away the whole Grace, Neatneſ 
and Pleaſure of the Play: But the uſe of the Left-hand is to be allowed, becauſe 
it . may ſo fall out, that ſome forward Ignorants, or Ramblers, may Liſt them- 
ſelves to Play for the Prize, out of no other Deſign, bot to bring a Slurr upon 
the Art, by endeavouring it poſſible, to Baffle any of the Artiſts, upon Which 
very Account, were there no other, the Parising with the Left · hand is to be 
allowed. And in caſe of Contretemps or Exchanged Thrufts, the Eleventh Las 
for Weekly Aſſaulting, is to be ob * | V 


EACH Perſon being to Play againſt every one, it will take as many Days for _ 
Playing for the Prize, aud before the Victory can beDecided in any one's Favours, 

as there are Perſons Liſted, fave one; becauſe each being to make but one At 
in a day; according to the Seventh Lam, it will take ſo much time before it 


ih £0 thorow them all; And whoever after the Laſt days Aſſaulting ſhall be found 


y the Account in the Book, to have Beat manieſt, ſhall be declared by the Judges 
. to have gain'd the Prize, to whom it is to be Delivered by them, paſſing what - 
Complement upon him they ſhall think fit. „5 
I HAVE only given ibis Scheme of Laus to be obſerved in Fencing-Schools 4s 4 Model, 
_ whereby Maſters may the more eafily regulat #bemſelves in their Weekly Aſſaulting Days, 7 
- when a Prize is to be Played far; and not 4s an Unalterable Form, wherein no Ketifice- 
1771 can or 5 7 10 be made. Therefore, not withſtanding of what I baue bere offered, is is 
_ left to ever 
Alt ho tend las, that 1 have endeavoured to ſet down none, bus whas 1 bought both moſt Ma- 
terial, and in 4 mannerabſoluzely Needful, Me OT VV 
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aſter 10 Reſcind! or Add, as be ſhall judge it moſt proper and t onuenien t; 5 IG 
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I were and Lade in Gon mie what is n 26 
perhaps, wery ö but otherwiſe very ignore) 
berge yy For he thuſt be indeed a 1 nb rA. 
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3 Man is ode the © lent; Cs 00 
it, altho not with the greateſt Judgment,” yet bur readily a 
briskly in Practice) to be alwiſe better than none. at 1. 1 
| ſhall therefore proceed to the ee 7 wy, 5 ai 
r n a lo Seiler... In 1 


OM raving to the 1 bd Claſs, er Schol ar 
en eantory bas 74 LE 3 
* see gi las, or Gulf ries which feld to a Me. 5 
X. , have beem few in Number, ſo theſe belonging to 
a Scholar, will be yet fewer; for as the ſcarcity of 1 
Mg Myr may, as I ſaid, ao irc obli ge a _ Gentleman, 
NN aolifont who is ove Of the 85% and toi be ſatified - IM 
an ons, ler them be newer io different, whit. 
is the Reaſon kr Sa diſpence with them ſuch as rhef 
are ʒ even ſors Moſeer,. who takes upon him the Inſtruction 
ol Toung Gentlemen in tlie uſe of their Wea ___ being obliged 
to accept of any Scholars who ſhall addreſs themſelvès to him; 
renders the Qualifications in a Scholar the leſs tq be regarded, : 
3 the Principles relating to them the fewer; 
* Becauſe he is to make the Be#Swordavey he can of his'Stholars,, 
without having regard to their not being perhaps the A 
| or e yg] Men in tlie World": yet and: a 
: Gg | | and-⸗ 
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ſtanding of this, there are ſome Qualiſicatious that are indiſ- 
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on 05 required in all Scholars, who reſolve really to profit 
y their Maſtets Inſtructions in this Art; of which I ſhall 
only Name Two or Three of the Chie n. 


COTS a1 


A Scholars, of what Texture or Diſpoſition ſoever, ought 
as much as in them lyes, not only to have a kind of Liking 
to, and Reſpect for their Maſter's Perſon, hut alſo to.comply. 
with his Directians, and endeavour to put them in practice, 


altho they appear to them at firſt Ordering, to be never ſo 


difficult, an 1 to their own Judgment, even almoſt 
uſe 


impracticable: Becauſe it is to be ſuppoſed, that a Maſter is 
alwiſe a more competent Judge in Matters relating to his Art, 
than his Scholar; upon which Account he ought, until he 


come to acquire more Judgment and Practice in it, to ſub. 
mit to, and even have a kind of implicite Faith for the Truth 
_ of all that his Maſter ſhall require of him. Beſides, when a 


Scholar has either a Diſlike to his Maſter's Perſon, or con- 


temms and under values his Judgment, it is in ſuch a Cafe, 


almoſt impoſſible for him to profit by him; and therefore 
where it is not Natural, he ought: to: force upon himſelf a 
kind of Love and Reſpect for his Maſter, even altho his Na- 
tural Parts ſhould not much deſerve t gem. 


A Scholar ought punctuall to attend, as well in the Days 
appointed for Aſſaulting, as in thoſe for Teaching; Becauſe 
Prattice is the Life and Soul, if I may ſo expreſs it, of all True 
Fencing: Therefore, whenever a Scholar begins to become 
careleſs and remiſs, and inclines to FACQUE, and puſs away 

that Time, wheren he ought either to receive his Leſſon or 


A Jaults, with other leſs uſetul Divertiſements; it is a ſhrewd 
Token, that he will never make a very Extraordinary Swords 


man; and that becauſe he has no great Liking to ãt: . Nay, of 
To great Conſequence is a Man's Natural Inclination, and 


Particular Diſpoſition and Genius, tor his greater Suczeſs in the 


47 


— 


Art; that it hath been frequently obſerved; and T have been 


I Ee 77 : | DIET z 4 n b n_ 
alſo Witneſs to it my ſelf-thar Oue of fuck a Natural and 


4 


Clever Diſpoſition, will by his Natural Addreſs and Agiluy, not 1 


| only de his ent, «we commonly ſg, bur even many ki 
Temper, reap not that Benefit by their Art, which otherwiſe: 


they would, did their. Natural Genius and Inclination, excite - 


them more to it; and which by the way, ought not to be 
objected as a Reflection upon the Uſefulneſs of this Art, but 
upon the Natural, Diſpoſition and Genius of the Perſon, which 
has almoſt no Liking nor Tendency this way, but only as i 
is in a manner preſt and forct upon ies. 
"Tis true, that Education and Caſtom have not only a 
great Influence, but many times even force upon People Em. 
ploy ments, quite contrary to their Natural Inclinations; as 
Great and frequent Practicein Aſſault, will alſo a /ittle Fencing 
upon Tours Gentlemen, who have naturally no great Liking 
to it. But for the moſt part, it is the Energetical Power and _ 
Efficacy of a Natural Genius or Diſpoſition,” Þich inclines and Weg 
determines moſt People, to that particular kind of Employment, Power 
which they reſolve chiefly to follow while in this World, and vt 725 
which is the Cauſe of one Man's Excelling in one Thing, and 1 
another Man in Another; For Example, of one Man being for any 
only a Kyowing Philoſopher and Great Scholar, in place of being things, 
a Wiſe and Prudent Politician; of another being a Great Mathe- 
matician, in place of being a Good Mechanick ; and of a Third 
being a Skilful Statuary, Painter, or Limner, in place of being 
only an Expert Taylor of Shoemaker; and ſo of all other Sciences, 
Arts, and Handicrafts. : And laſt of all, of fome Perſons being 
Great and Dexterous Sword. men, while others are but only 


Pretenders to it, and Meer Bung lers. wn 2,6 
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236 Hope's new Method, Chap. VII. 


| $0 very Efjcacions and Prevalent is a Natural Genius and 
apt Diſpoſition in any Man, to make him ſucceed and im- 
prove, aſter more than an ordinary manner, in whatever Sei- 
ence or Art he ſhall take himſelf to, that ſo he may be juſtly 5 
aid to Excel in it. And in Fencing 2 which de 5 
ſo much upon Agility, as well as Judgment and Practice, it is 
no doubt, a great Satisfaction and Eaſe to a Ma#er, when 
| he meets with a Vigorous and well made Body, accompany'd 
with a ready Apprehenſion and good Judgment; But ſuch 
extraordinary Qualifications being very Rare, he is to 'ReFify 
the Defects of Nature,as much as poſſibly he can by the Rules 
of Art, and to make, as I ſaid, the Beſt Smard man he can of his 
cholar, let his Genius and other Perſonal Qualifications for 
the Art be what they will. SV Will Fo ; 


e 
- 


ITuxxx are a great many more Principles, or rather Quali- 
fications required in both Maſter and Scholar, were I to en- 
ter into a particular Detail of the matter, by -enumerating 
all that in a larger Senſe, may be faid to belong to each; 
but ſeing I intend brevity upon this Head, and that thoſe 1 
have mentioned are indeed the Chief and moſt Material, I 
hall * cloſe to 0 Principles relating to the Art of the 
Sumord.; Which L judge ſo much the more neceſſary, as 1 
am fully en, no Directions ſor any Art can be truſted 
| to, or relyed upon, which are not grounded upon a good and 
ſolid Founaation of Principles, ſupported not only by Experi- 
ente, but by the convincing Arguments and Ditates of uner- 


I xm alſo very hopeful, that the Publiſhing & theſe Princi- 

_ ples, which I have in a manner but only named; and glanced 
«at theReaſons for them, (for to Diſcourſe of each of them ful- 
ly, would alone make up a little Volume) may be a means 
b to Encourage and Advance a General and Univerſal Method of 
; Teaching the true Art of Defence in theſe Iſlands, and ſo remove 
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| gainſt this Art, by thoſe who, not for lake. of Tgnoraric 
time that L intend to put Pen to Paper, upon this molt Uſetul 


man (if T had ſaid Mafter, I ſhould not have faid much 
of the way, nor unacceptable to my Reader, eſpecially. if a 
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bet wirt many very good Maſters, which I have the Charity 
to believe, did proceed more from the want of ſuch an Eaſie 
and Rational Directory as This to reconcile them, than from any 
kind of Private Pique or Malice. 
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down, come to the Conclu 
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Concluſion of this Eſſ, wherein, I am. 
to Anſwer fore Objections, which are commonly made a- 
no Well. wiſhers to it: But this being the laſt 


muſt ſay, are 


and Gentlemany Subject; for I believe I have ſaid almoſt 
all relating to it, that either I can, or is Material for any Geatle- 


amiſs to underſtand; Tzudge it will not be altogether out 


Well-wifher to the Art, if, before I proceed to it, I give him 
-a ſhort Account of the Encouragement, which the Art of the 
Sword. hath met with of late in this Kingdom; that ſo the 
Methods taken for it being made blick they may ( now 
after the, I hope Happy, Union of the 'Two Nations) excite 
ſome of the more Curious and Skiltul, as well as Generous - 
Britiſh Nobility and Gentry, Who may be Members of Par 
liament, to ſtand up for it, and make ſuch rational Overtures 
and Propoſals, for its Improvement and Encouragement, 
_ tathe-next-or-ſome-other enſuing Britiſb Parliament, as it in 
its Wiſdom ſhall judge moſt Proper and Expedient to.conde- 
nnr n EE Gn 


„ „%%% HHC 1 »of theEn- 
Ix the Tear 1692, ſeveral Noblemen and Gentlemen, courage- 
whereof I Was one, entered by Contract into a Society, for ment, the 


the greater Encobragement of this Art, herein, beſides the ere 
Regulations laid down by us for our more ordinary Meetings, hath met 


* 


late in 
M 


herein we are to take Trial of, and admit into the Society vith.ot 
hog 2 | 15 i | 1 4 4 cot len. 4 , 
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238 Hope's new Method, Chap. VII. 
ſuch Honourable Perſons, as Honld apply to us to be admit: 
ted into it; We had alſo our more ſolemn. Anniverſary, or 
Yearly Meetings appointed, upon which Days we were to 

wear a certain Badge, which amongſt other Deviſes, carried 

the Deſignation of the Perſon to whom it belonged, as well as 
that of the Society; which we Named, The oy of Sword- 
mes in Scotland : But this Society being only Erected hy our 
ſelves as private Perſons, we were of Opinion, That it would 
be of far greater Eſteem, and ſerve better the Ends for which 
we chiefly defigned it, (and which I ſhall immediately give 
an Account of) if we could procure the Civil Sanction to. it, 

and have it Erected into a Royal: Society of Smord- men: For J 

which End, about four Years thereafter, We made Applica- 60 

tion to the then Secretarj of State, Who aſſured us, that he 40 

would, uſe his Endeavours with King William (of Glorious 0 

Memory) to grant us a Signator under the Great Seal for it; « 

but the Parliament being about that time. to, 1857 which Ml « 

was in Auno 1696, to which the Earl of Tullibardin (now « 

Dake of Athol ) was Commiſſioner ; we judged that it would 

be ſtill more Honourable for our Society, and give it great. 1 

er Weight and Force, if we could procure an Act of Parliaz < 

ene 1001 er Favours, -..-- T7 oo 06 } ods woe 
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. . _ AccorDinGLY upon the 16 of September in the above-men- N 
tioned year, there Was a Draught of an Act offered, by one 
of our Society, Who was then a Member of Parliament: 
'which after rt Reading was remitted to the then Committee 
for contraverted Elections, and upon the 28th of the ſame 
» Month approved of by them; But the Parliament being ve - 
ry ſhortly thereafter Adjourned, it was not Reported that 
Seſſion; and ſo from that time it lay over till this laſt Seſſion 
of the Duke of Qaeensberry's Parliament Anno 1707: when at 
one of our Meetings it was propoſed, that the Delizn ſhould 
be again inſiſted upon, and another New Overtare. or Ad, 
with ſome few Alterations and Amendments offer'd ; which 


.nerons and Gentlemar 2 Dehigytaþ 
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was zee by tlie eke and Acad ing? lacs was. 
one drawn; whereof,* for the Reader's greater Satisfaction, 


and that he may the more readi r our. moſt Ce. 
N Tenor follows.” tre 
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Draught of an ACT 2 170%, for Ered on 


Royal THE of Sand nen in Scotland. 
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- Conſent of the Eſtates of 


ament, Conſidering, 


J Hat the Science ànd Art of Defenoe is reputed: over all x 
« Europe, an uſeful. 2 Accompliſhment for all 
a 


te improven by certain o 


„Gentlemen; And ſeeing it is of 
« Her :Majeſty's'Good Subjects Mathin this Her Ancient 
« Kingdom af Scorl and to rat hei 


the Rules and Pr 


u ed Clear and Evident: And alſo conſidering, that the right 


06 Teaching and improving the ſaid Art of t the Sword, -doth 


ry muckcteadts the Educhtion of Youth-in' General, 4 
and efpecallyifor.the Accampliſhmeat of ſuch as ſhall be” ( 
employed to ferve iti Her Majeſty's Army; and that ma- 


t ny Perſons have and do-take. 


©. leaſt cannot teach it ſo exactly as 1s required; X0 render a. 
4 Man perfectly dexterous, Which ma prevented if 


there were a Society of Skilful and Experienced Swords- 


men Erected and Conſtitute for taking Tryal of all Perſons 


„ho ſhall takè upon them to Teach the ſaid Art. Aud 
As Soy: inen of the Co of Her. ne 8 Hoe” 
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un SOVEREIGN. LADY; With the Advice- WAY 


phy of Perfection, as that = 
rinciples: thet ref, which Were For merly 
« Jooked upon as precarious and uncertain, are new render- 


upon them to teach the faid 
„ Art, who are altogether Unqualified: and Ignorant, or lat 
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« Who all or moſt of them have by a ſedulous Application 

« and long Practice attained to a more than ordinary. Know- 
« ledge of, and Dexterity, in the Art of the Sword; and 
4 being reſolved to give all due Encouragement for Promo- 
« ting thereof: Therefore Her Majeſty with Advice and Con- 
& ſent of the Eſtates of Parliament, does hereby Create, Erect. 
„ and Incorporate the fſorenamed Perſons, and ſuch Perfons 
as (ſhall by them, or any Quorum of them be hereafter 


„ admitted and received ia manner underwritten into a free 


64 Society, to be: called 
| « Roxal Sac iety of N £ 
« them, or an Quorum of the 


and. in all time conmiing, The 
en in Scotland, with Tower to 
m, to Make, 


| ting 
«, Ap Wards, which croſſing the Sword about the middle, 


a 


« ſhall form a Saint Andrew's Croſs, above which there ſhall 
« be a Scroll with this Inſcription, Recreat & Propugnat ; 
« and upon the outter Verge of the Circle there ſhall be an- 
„ other Inſcription in larger Characters, thug: Gladiatorum 
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Create and Elect 


as; lon ten es EE ou in ae d dd ß ß a LC EY ee 


SGcoti. 


. 
— — 
— 


5 7 L * 4 2 5 ; By _ « 4 8 I - 
| "Yo i „ er 5 8 , . 2255 — Sh f > , 
* + ; k 5 4 : 2 ; 4 : . ; a . 8 a 9 5 Fe a 7 ? 
- N 7 g 2 * 4 ſr x1 * 1 * 1 . — 8 3 ae 3 © > 8 
\ * 5 8 Y * 5 > £ > 5 > 4 * . N 8 . TH 4% W. LN 4 5 a % - 
\ ; % SY b: * 7 1 4 | | > + . 4 2 | 1 > 
5 F 43 * ; * 
4 0 8 


« Fcotitoram Societatis Rigalis Hmbolum; as alſo; with full 
« PoWer to them, or Quorum of them ſoreſaid at their Gene. 
c ral Meeting, to elect a Preſes, Treaſurer, Officers, and 
„ what other Members they ſhall think neceſſar ſor the right 
« Government of the ſaid Society; - which Members are 
« hereby declared to continue for an Year only, - unleſs again 
« Elected at their next General Meeting, andiordains Annual 
« EleQions'to be then for that effect, and with Power to 
te the ſaid Preſes, or any two of the ſaids Members with their 
4 Clerk, to meet at any time they ſhall think fit immediately 
4 after the Date hereof, before the foreſaid firſt General Meet- 
e ing, and from time to time hetwixt their ſaids General Meet · 
« ings as they ſhall ſee Cauſe; and in caſe of the Abſence of 
« their Preſes or Clerk, with Power to them or any three of 
« them, to elect them for that time allenarly; which Preſes, 
„Clerk, and any two oi the Members of the Society are 
e hereby declared a Quorum in theſe Ordinary Meetings, and 
« Vith Power to the forenamed Per ſons, or reſpective Quorums 
cc of them above-mentibned, either at the ſaids General or Par- 
« ticular Meetings, to receive and admit into their ſaid 
« Society, ſuch Perſons as after Trial they ſhall find Qualified, 
„ ho when admitted, are hereby declared to have and en - 
« joy the ſame Privileges with the above · named Members; 
« and alſo with Power to them at their ſaid Meetings, to 
« Project, Reaſon, Conclude upon, and Enact ſuch Methods 
« and Regulations al wiſe conſiſting with our Laws and Acts 
_ « of Parliament, as they ſhall find convenient for promoting 
„ the Art of the Sword, and ſupporting of the ſaid Society ; © 
and particularly, with full Power to them to cognoice 
* upon, and determine all Differences betwixt Parties upon 
© Points of Honour, for the more effectual preventing of 
« Duels. And in regard, ſeveral Perſons within this King- 
« dom do, or may hereafter uſurp to Teach the ſaid Arc 
of the Sword albeit nowiſe Qualified, to the great Prejudice 
“of our Subjects, Therefore, Her Majeſty with Conſent fore- 
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© faid, grants ſull Power to the {aid Society, or any Quaram 
4 f — to call before them all Profeſſions tte of 
« the ſaid Art of the Sword within the {aid Kingdom, and 
„ ro Exa mine them, and take Trial of their Qualifications, 
4 and to admit or reject: them as they {hall ſee Cauſe; and 
. + if admitted, they ſhall be thereafter repute as Qualified 
_ « - Maſters of that Art, and be liceaſed to Teach in ſuch places 
' « of the faid Kingdom where the ſaid Society ſhall think fit; 
« and alſo with Power to the faid Society or any Quorum 
of them foreſaid, to cauſe ſeiſe upon, and impriſon any 
« Perſons whatſomever, Proſeſſing or Teaching the. ſaid 
« Art within this faid Kingdon, who ſhall refuſe to ſubject 
« themſelves to the foreſaid Trial; and hereby grants War- 
4 rant to the Judge Ordinary to whom ſuch Perſons ſhall be 
« delivered Prifoners, to ſecure them in their Priſons ay and 
« while they find ſufficient Caution, that they ſhall ſubject 
« themſelves to the Trial of the ſaid Society within ſuch a 
« time as the ſaid Society ſhall think fit; and alſo, that they 
« ſhall not Profefs nor Teach the ſaid Art in all time bere- 
«« after within the faid Kingdom, without the Special Licence 
«© of the ſaid Society, under the Penalty of the Sum of , 
« } __ » Scots Money, to be paid by ilk one of the Contra- 
« yeeners to the ſaid Society tories quoties. And moreover, 
« Her Majeſty with Confent foreſaid, Gives and Diſpozes to 
« the faid Sociery, all and ſundry Rights, Liberties, Privi- 
« leges, Freedoms and Immunities, which are known, or 
« competent to belong to that or any other ſuch like Societies 
4 within the faid Kingdom, /alſe fully and freely, as if theſe * 
4 privileges were ſpecially inſert thereintil, and that the ſaid - 
% Society have a common Seal to be appended by their Clerk 
« to all Admiſſions, Warrants, Licences, and other Writs 
«. tobegranted by them concerning their ſaid Society, bear- 
ing the Impreſſion of the forementioned- Badge, and grants 
„ Warrant to the Lion King at Arms, and his Clerk and 


% De- 


\ 


«© the ſamen. 


Tiris Draught, together with the ſormer AQ, which had 
been approved of im the Committee Anno 1696, was deli- 


vered to a Member of Parliament, | who was not only to pre. 
ſent it, but alſo to give a ſhore Narrative of the Progreſs 
had been made in it, eſpecially by the Approbation of the Com- 


mittee, to which it was remitted in the before-mention'd 


— 


C hap. VII: «Of Fencing, >00d:: - ag. 
« Deputes,and all others concerned, to allow and Matriculate 


Seffion of Parliament: But as all Sublanary Deſigns as well as | 


Things, have their ſettled and appointed Periods for being 


accompliſhed; ſo it ſeems this was not the time, when this 
moſt Gentlemany and Honourable Project ſhould receive its 


being only propoſed towards the End of its Seffion ; ſo that 


there being at that time, and as it is alwiſe ufual towards 
the Riſing of a Parliament, a kind of Harry in Buſineſs, The 


Act could not be conveniently brought in, nor moved, al- 
tho the Gentleman to whom it was recommended, and who, 
as 1 ſaid; was a Member of Parliament, did what he could. 


in Diſcretion. for it. ek 


finiſbing Stroke ; for the Parliament being taken up with 
Affairs of the greateſt Conſequence, particularly that of he 
VDnion of the Ino Ning dom, was the reaſon of this Deſign, 


Hk is, you ſee, a moſt Honourable, Gentlemany, and 5 
uſeful Pablict Project of ſeveral Worthy and Dexterous No- 
blemen and Gentlemen, for. the Encouragement of the Art 


of the Sword; and not a Private Deſigu, or as ſome no Wel. 


wiſher to the Art, would have Clandeſtinely and underhanld 
ioſinuate; A Monopoly to gratify ſome particular Private Per. 
fons : A moſt mean and Ungentlemghy Thought, and ugwor. 
thy of any to- ptopagate, Who cafe a Sword by his Side, 
far ges the Honorable Perſons alteady engaged in this moſt 
uſeful Project; and which I am perſwaded, could never be 
contrived ot aſſer ted y 55 but ſuch who being 
. 2 „ o 
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of their groſs Ignorance in 1 


- 


| Ciety of Brave and Dexterous Sword-men, were it once by Law 


Eſtabliſhed. 


The Ad- FIRST, It would give great Encouragement to the Art, 
8 whereby a great many Gentlemen, who are now a- days, 
from 2 notwithſtan ing of its real Uſe, ſomewhat averſe to and 
Society of careleſs about it, would be excited to follow. it, and conſe. 
Sood quently be in a better Capacity to defend their Lives either 
men. in a Battel or Private Quarrel, eſpecially. if they follow this 
i: New Method of Fencing I have here diſcovered;to.them, than 
they could poſſibly. formerly, either - wholly without any 
Att, or I may freely ſay, even with the Common Method-; 
which will be a means to ſave many a Brave Man's Life, 
«nd- conſequently. many good Subjects; for let ſome People 
Banter Fencing as much as they pleaſe, not only as to its being 
ot no Uſe in a Battel, but even in a ſingle Engagement bet wixt 
Tue De. Man and Man; yet I do affirm and maintain, That ther Art 
fence of Defence, as now reQtified in this New Method, will not on- 
from this ſy be moſt uſeſul to prevent the bad Conſequences which 
— A commonly attend Private Quarrels by Dueling ; but alſo. a 
tu}, even great Means to ſave many an Officer or fingle Soldier's 
NINE Life, when they come to a ' cloſe knga ement in 4 Battel _ 
at cloſe Sword in Hang; and which in all Probability they would 
Fight» have loſt, had not they made uſe of the ſecure and excel- 
1 22 Defence it ſurniſhes chem with, when performed with 
ludgment, and eſpecially. if aſſiſted with the, dexterous Uſe 
of the'/eft Hand, and ſcoured by a good Swerd-Proof Gagtlet, 
as I propoſed in Page 177: than which, it the great Benefit 
of them were once by a little Uſe come to be known, no- 
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thigz would be eſtet ame comparable 10 them hs. a a 
# De be in 2 close Bu gement: But to bring fo good and 
2 a Defence into the Army, muſt be the Approbation and 
Authority of a G — and not the Advice of a Private Per- 
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” SECONDIT, Suck a Sach v would; prevent ; ab Lig es as EE 
ing hereafter impoſed upon, by West and Ignorant. Pro mo. 
and. Teachers of the Art; ſeing all ſuch * will, 1 the 
Act eſtabliſhing. the Society, fall under their Juriſdit ion, 
and they will certainly take care, that none be admitted as 
Maſters to teach the Art within Theſe Iſlands, but ſuch as ſhall 

be ſound duly Qualified by them, and for which there will 
he no —.— alwiſe in the Society a Competent number ſuf- 
ficiently Capable, to make ſuch Maſters undergo the Tryal, 
which ſhall be required by the Soy of is; whe mh 
Farin n Practice, or Both. : 


ok AM fully \perſwaded, and dan confidently: 1 that Bad 
ee achers, with which Theſe 1/ands are but too well 
ſtor d at preſent, have done more re } Prejudice, to the True 
-Art f 8 than all the pretended Objections againſt 1 it 
could ever posſibly have done, had not ſuch ObjeQions been 
Seconded, and in a manner Made Goad by the ill "a is wg 
of the 24 Teaching of ſome, and if T may ſo word it, 260 Arti- 
ficially Nice Inftruttions of others, which when put in Practice, 
8 werefound by the more Judicious, to be a great dale more 
proper for Divertion in 4 School Aſſaalt, than for Security and 
Safety, either in a ſingle Occaſion, or when Sabreing an 4 Clo * 
Field Battel; ſo that it is no great Wonder, if this — Uſeful 
Flo been of a long timeDiſcountenanced and Contemned 
by many, and under, as it were, a kind of Eclipſe; but Which 
will, I ope be now Retrived, and by the Asſiſtance af This 
New, . and Excelens Eaſſe Method of Defence, I have here 
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Publiſhed, return to its Ancient Reputation and Luſtre, eſpeci- 
ally when Encouraged by ſuch A Renal Society, © 


» THIRDLY, (And which is indeed the woff Glorious, be- 
cauſe the woſt Chriſtian Deen of all) This Royal Soriety of 
Sword-men, if once Eſtabliſhed by Law, and according to the 
Terms of the preceeding Act, will ſerve in place of a Court of 
Honour, wherein A Points of Honoar with Relation to Private 
Quarrels betwixt Gentlemen, will be impartially Deter. 
mined, and the Parties Reconciled, which will, if not 


wholly, yet in a great meaſure, prevent Daelling; wherein, 


and Comply with it: For the Members of ſuch a Roys 


u 
fo preventing all kind of Quarrels, 


God knows, how many Brave young Gentlemen loſe their Lives, 


in taking Sati faction, tor many times Pitifal and Trifling Quar- 
rels, not worthy of a Ju# and Honourable Reſentment, and 


that meerly, upon the account of no ſuch Court of Honour be. 
ing Eftabliſhed by Authority, to Determine in Matters be- 
twixt e e and Quarreling Perſons; and who, were it 


once brought in Faſhion, would never Decline either its Au- 


 thority or Deciſion, but moſt Calmly and Willingly, ( with- 


out thinking it the leaſt Taſh upon their Honour, Succumb 

Society 

| y down 

ch methods, not only for T«king TAN Removing, but al- 
11 


t there would ſcarcely 


of Sword men being Aathorized by Lam, would 


any fall out within Theſe 1fands, but what would be imme. 


"diately Taten ap and Agreed by the Mediators appointed in all 


rts, but eſpecially in Great Cities and Towns, who would 
ave their particular Commiſſions from the Society for that Ef. 
fect; together alſo with a Recommendation from the Govern- 
ment tothe Juſtices of Peace, and Magiſtrates of the Counties 
and Towns, where ſuch Quarrels might happen, to concur 


with, and. Aſſiſt them, to ſecure the Parties until they were 
"Reconciled, or a Particular Account of it ſent to the Society, 
in caſe of an Obſtinate Refuſal. „„ 5 
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Is ſuch a Noble and Uſeful Deſign now as this, ſhould be 
brought abqut by the Eſtabliſhing of ſuch a Reyal Society of — 
Smard- men, What a Great Honour would it be to thoſe worthy =_ 
Noblemen and Gentlemen, who were the firſt Conrivers 
and Promoters. of it in This Ningam? It would certainly = 
be moſt Honourable and Glorious; for to be a Merciful Peace . 
ker and to Save, are Heavenly and Divine Attributes, and can 
never be quarrell'd or Condemned by any, who are convinced 
they have 2 Soul to be Saved, and which may come to. periſh, 
by being ſent Suddenly and Unprepared into another World, 
by an Unchriitian as well as Vn/anjal Duel, and that only for 
lake of ſuch an excellent Preſerver and Protecter of all True 
Valour and Honaur, as this Royet Soctety, would infallibly prove 
to be, were it once Eſtabliſhed by an Act of Parliament, and 


 Anv yet this Project how Gentlemany and Vſeful ſo ever it 
might prove, had its Enemies: But what Man or Deſign 
ever yet was there who wanted a Set of ſuch Mmiſbing People - 
to traduce and diſcourage them? However, I have indeed t 
the Charity to believe, that this proceeded more ſrom their 
being out of Humour, and diſſatisfied that they were not a- 
mongſt the firft Encouragers of it, than out of any Malicious 
Deſign to Os/tratt or Fraſrate its ſucceeding aud taking effect. 
had it been fully projected in plain Parliament, which, as 1 
ſaid, could not poſſibly be got done, becauſt of the Hun 
18 ag of Buſineſs, which was brought in towards the: 


_ 


n 


c „ 


Ts is a true impartial and ſhort Account of the Fir# E. 
rection and Deſign of Our preſent Saciety of Sword-men in Scot 
land, together with the Methods have been taken from time 
to time, to promote it; And Ican fay this with more Con- 
fidence and Certainty, being my Self the firſt Contriuer, an 

Tn | | one 
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one of the Chief Promoters of it all along, ſo far as it has yet 
Advanced; And ſeing I have as a Private Gentleman, contri- 
buted what lay in my Power, as well for the Improvement 
of the Art by Writing, and giving Iuſtructions for it in ſeveral 
former Piecgs, as well as this, as for promoting this moſt 
Jſefal and Honoarable Deſign of getting our Society Authori- 
zed by Law : Of all which I do not in the leaſt Repent me 
(for it is below no Gentleman who carries 4 Sword to endea- 
vour to propagate according to his Power the Knowledge 

and Art of it J ſo I cannot but Wiſh and Expect, that Vom 

after The Union of the Two Nations, ſome of out Britiſh Nobili. 
5 and Gentry, who are Well. wiſbers to the Art, and who may 
ly. nearer to the Fountain of Honour as well as of Jaſticè than 
it is probable E may hereafter do, will generouſly take it 
off our Hands, and Cordially-join in proſecuting this Mot 
«ſefal Deſign, by laying it before Her Majeny and the Britiſh 


Parliament. | 
Nx EEx is it to be doubted but Her Majeſty and the Re- 

preſentatives of Theſe Nations, which have acquired ſo much 
Renown and Glory of late by The Sword, will. Honour it by a 
Pablick Adi, and do ſome thing for the greater Encourage» 
ment and Promoting the moſt Gentlemany and en Art of it, 
which they can never do better, nor more effectually, than 
by Eftabliſhingy Law, ſuch a Royal Society of Sword-men as is 
here propoſed; And which in place of being called, as was 
formerly inteffled, The Royal Society of Sword. men in Scotland 
ought then to be named That of Great Britain; That as our 
Hearts and Intereſts are now by Law, and I hope alſo cordially 


| + and (incerely United; ſo our Swords may be alſo effettusly joined 


as well for the Diſappointment and Terror of our Enemies, as 
for the Mutual 6 45 and Defence of one another, ſo long as 
San and Moon ſhall endure, e des idk 


— 
. - 
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TSHALL now come to The Conclaſion of this Eſſay, wherein 2 
F ſhall endeavour to obviate, or rather reſolve and Anſwer © 
fome ſtrong and plauſible Objections. in appearance (tho in- 
deed at Bottom, but very frivolous ) againſt this not Gentle. : 
many and uſeful Art, and which ſhall at preſent ferve as a kind 
of Encomium upon it, to Excite Joung Gentle-men not only to a 
more frequent Practice of it, but alſo to a more Careful and 
A ſſiduous Application of the Excellent Rules and Inſtruchions, 
Which are here and there diſperſed thorow this Whole Book, 

but more particularly Coſlected and contracteuy Contain'd in 
that Admirable Abſtradt of The Sword. man's Vade-Mecam fet 
down in the Sixth Chapter, Pag. 190, and that other in Pag. 
196, both which I cannot too much recommend to the Rea. 
der's making himſelf abſolutehy Ma#er of, by wholly relying 
upon them for his Secureſt Practice, as well as Fixing them in 
| his Memory and Judgment, for his more ready and eaſily ma- 
king uſe of them upon an Occaſion; with which, the Gentleſt, 
beſt Natur'd, and moſt Calm and Temperate Mam alive, knows, 
not haw ſoon he may be Misfortunately Tiyſtet. 
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Ant it, are fairly Propoſed and Anſwered. 


IERE are Two Sorts of People, who are the chief Ob. 1 
17] Ee ; „ 7 _ I've. 
 jettors againſt the /efu/meſs of Fencing; the Firſt are Sorts of 
toe, Who have, I may fay, a kind of Natural Averſion oietort 
to it, and WO Are bur very mY in Number, neither can there Fencing 
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be any Reaſon given for it; ſo that the Prejudices they have 
entertain'd againſt it in a manner from their Infancy, have to 
them all the Force of a Demonſtratian: Theſe are a. Sort of 
Men, who never troubling themſelves to Argue upon any 
Matter, go Through Stitch, as we ſay, in all their Opinions, 
and never take them up, but with a ſecret Reſolution, never to 
quite them, tho for others infinitely Better, there is no Inform- 
ing nor Enlightning of them, and when one has Reaſon'd wit 
them never ſo juſtly, all the Anſwer you are to expect, is 
that of the Country Fellow to his PRIEST, Joa may Silence 
me, but you ſhall never Convert. me. Now, were it only for 
ſuch Perſons, that I intended the Arguments here ſet down 
to prove the V/efulneſs of. this Art, I might very well have 
ſpared my Pains; for as I ſaid, ſuch Perſons are obſtinately 
reſolved. to be Proof againſt the ſtrongeſt Arguments can be 
offered to them in its Favours; ſo that there being no poſſi» 
bility of perſwading them, I muſt even leave them where I 
found them; and ſince I cannot Convince them of their 
Unreaſonable Prejudices againſt it, I will, 1 hope, at leaſt be 
Z allowed to Regret them. 1 5 


. Bur there are a Second Sort of Enemies, or rather Objectors 
againſt the wrt oth; Fencing, who are only Enemies to it 
| at the Second Hana, if I may fo expreſs it; that is, Not out 

of. any Natural Prejudice or Averſion of their own, but from 
what they hear from the above-mention'd,or ſuch other invete- 
rate Enemies to it, and therefore are not ſoOhſtinate as Tic, but 
of a great deal more Convinceable Temper: So that it is chiefly 
upon ſuch Plaaſſble, and Tractable Perſons account, (who ought 
rather to be Pitied as Condemned, ſeing the A verſion they have 
to the Art, is not ſo much Natural and Voluntary, as with an 
inſinuating kind of Subtility and Canning, carried home, and 

Enforced upon them.) I ſay, it is chiefly upon ſuch Perſons 

account, that I have undertaken to draw together in This 
Concluſion, ſome of thoſe Objections, which appear to be of 
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greateſt Weight. againſt the Uſefulneſs of this Art; together 
Ap indeed it is ſomewhat anacconnmable and ſurpriſng, 
that a» Art, by which Men may reap Benefit and Advantage, 
but never Prejudice, ſhould have any Enemies or Objectors at 
ll againſt it, eſpecially any who prètend to the Privilege of 
Carrying a Sword by their Side: But *tis very probable, it may 
be with ſach Perſons, as it is with the Contemners of Divint. 
ty, and even of Providence it ſelf; for to make the Allufion' 
in the words of a very Excellent Aathor, and with all due 
Regard and Deference to ſo. Noble and Sublime 4 Subjett : 
As it is impoſſible for any Man of Senſe, who conſiders the 
Fabrick of the Whole, nay the ſmalleſt and moſt unconſide- 
rable Part of the Univerſe, to doubt of a Firſt or Supreme 
Being, until from the Conſciouſneſs of his Sins and Provocations, 
it become his Intereſt there ſhould be None; fo, I may fay; 
it is impoſſible for any Reaſonable Man, who ſeriouſſy re- 
flects upon, and conſiders the Excellenciets and Advantages of 
Fencing, to doubt or queſtion the Uſefulneſs of it, until from 
a Senſe of his own Ignorance in it, and of the Advantages he 
is ſenſible, Artiſts in all Probability will, in zn Occaſion, have 
over him by it, it does become his Intereſt, that there ſhould 
be no ſuch thing as Art; or at leaſly that what # called The 
Art of the Sword, ſhould be of 20 Uſe : However, that I may 
be as good as my Promiſe, and proſecute my Deſign, as I 
at fit propoſed,” I 7777 8 


As the Art of Fencing is chiefly deſigned for the Defence - 
and Preſervation, not for the Ruin and DeftruQtion of Man. 
kind, ſo certainly it is a great Accompliſhment, and does 
mightily heighten and increaſe People's Eſteem for it, where 
it is poſſeſſed by one of a ſedate, calm, and peaceable Diſ- 
poſition; whereas on the other hand, it tends much to its 
Prejudice and Contempt, when it is at the Diſpoſal and 
_ „ e Com- 
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Command of any hot, ſurly and ill- natur'd, or quarrelſom 
Perſon; for as ſuch Perſons take only the Benefit of it, for 
the better Aſſiſting and Carrying them thorow in their | 
more unmannerly and. impertinent Inſults, which diiturb 
the Peace and Tranquillity of the Society, wherein they 
live, and Company they converſe with, for which they 
_-ought to be diſcountenanced by all Good Men; ſo the o- 
ther make only Ule of it, for their juſt Defence, in any O- 
caſion, Wherein they may be unhappily Engaged; So that 
ſuch Perſons being neceſſitate ſometimes to make Uſe of 
their Art in good Earneſt, is ſo far from yielding any Satis- 
faction or Pleaſure to them, that they are rather obliged to 
ſhow their Skill and Dexterity in it, with a kind of Regret 
«and /ReluQancy. 3j de etc 


Fon I have many times obſerved, that neither the Bra- 
veſt and moſt Couragious Men of Honour, nor Greateſt 
Sword-men, are the moſt given to Quarrels, and that becauſe 
neither of them like to ſuffer what they ſo much eſteem, - 
namely Their Valour, to be expoſed nn 5 too frequently, 
or at too cheap a Rate; but then it is generally as true, that 
when ſuch Perſons do engage in an Honourable Occaſion, they 
dao it indeed with 4 Witneſs : They neither go to the Fields, 
nor Pra w in the Streets to raiſe a Noiſe and Hubbub, by 
diſcharging a few Blows or Thraſts, and then all is immé- 
diately huſht and over, by rea ſon- of a patcht · up Reconcilia- 
tion; Which 'noways deſerves the Name of a Real Satifaiti- 
on; but upon the contrary, when ſuch Perſons engage, they 
do it out of a True Point of Honour, and meerly to demand 
2 Juſt Satufattion, for à really received Injury ; and this, J 
conſeſs, is ſeldom done, by the moſt-expert Sword. men, but 
at the Expence of ſome Blood, whereas: according to the 
-comtaon Method of pickigg .petty Quarrels, and reſenting 
them ( for · indeed they · do not deſerve the Na me · of Injuries 
Sor -real Affronts) a-Man:ſhall hear of ſeveral : Rencounters, 
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and not ſo much as a drop of Blood drawn on either ſide, 
which is however a thing, in my Opinion, very rare, to be 
expected from the common Method of Practice, and where; 
there is given a Juſt Occaſion for Reſentment, and the Par- 
ties Offending, obliged in point of Honour, to give a juſt ſatiſ- 
faction; ſo that the Matter ſtanding thus with Valorous and 
Expert Artiſts, Fencing, or the true Art of Defence, gives inn 
- diſputably to ſuch Ferlons, the two following Advamages. 


x 


_ FIRST, It creates a ReſpeQito.them from many, who did ad, an- 
they judge them to be as:.Mal-adroit as themſelves, would tage 1. 
perhaps, When in Company, venture to paſs a Jeſt or Banter 
upon them, who knowing their Valour and Adroitneſs, will 
judge it more fafe for them to for bear it, knowing certainly 
that they will not eaſily be let paſs, without being demanded 
Satisfaction for it: Alſo in any little Difference Which may ariſe 
amongſt the Company, ſuch per ſons Who are known to be 
not only Judicious, and Men of Honour, but like wiſe Skilful 
and Adroit at their Weapons, will in all probability be the 
Perſons to whom ſuch Differences Will be reſerred; and for 
-whoſe Deciſion, the Whole Company will, no doubt, have 
the greater regard, in reſpect of their knowing nicely the 
Punctilio's of Honour, which all good Sword men are preſum- 
ed and ought to Underſtand; and that they: certainly know 
they will not fmooth over any 4front, wherein a Man's Re- 
putation or Honour are really concerned, without adviſing them 
to demand ſuch Satisfaction, as by the Rules of Honour, the 
Nature of the Offence requires. IN Cao 


___ ..SECONDLY, The true Art of Defence, gives any Man who Naten- 

is abſolutely Maſter of it, (even aliho endued but: with a very _ 

moderate Natural Forwardneſs or Boldneſs ).:a certain kind 

-.of Aſſurance, 1 had almoſt ſaid. Courage, pon an Occaſion, 
Which no Unskilful Perſon can haue, and that an ſo far. as the 


Artiſt, not- only, cerrainh knows, all-thæ Cen y which his 
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only to prevent them, and to Defend himfelt, but alſo offend 


; | that he -hath himſelf only to blame for it, not the unſuffici . - 
5 : ency of the Art: Whereas an unskilful Perſon, is in ſuch a 


In the Caſe diſcouraged, and rendered in a manner Deſperate, which 
Sword: obliges the molt part of them, out of a meer neceſſity to take 


_ mans /4-themfelves to a moſt Violent and Irregular Purſuit, (which I 


ne" have elſe where very juſtly called Temeritas vel Ignorantiæ au- 


dacia, or the Temerity and Fool Hardineſs of Ignorance ) 
whereby they endeavour, if poſſible, to force the Artiſt from 


y. # 


all his Meaſures; and ſo they truſt wholly to a blind Pate or 
are Conſcious to themſelves, that upon 


_ 


Chance, ſeing the | 
| ſuch an occaſion, they can perform nothing, with any kind of 
Deſign, Judgment or Certainty, becauſe of their being altoge- 


ther Ignorant of the Rules of Art, but which being all exact. 
5 ly underſtood by the Artiſt, are an Encouragement and Sup- 


port to him, by not only encreaſing his Courage as it were, 
but even giving him a kind of. Aſſurance, while in the heat 


- 
£6 


of his Engagement. So that in this caſe, it may be moſt juſt- 
ly aſſerted, that an Expert Artiit ſupports and fortifies himſelf 


by his Art, while an Ignorant is neceſſitate to do it, if poſſible, by 
Temerity and Deſpair. e e 


dence betwixt two ſo very Oppoſites as Art and Ignorance, and 


that they ſhould both tend to the producing of that Bo/deſs 


= and Forwardneſs, which is to be found in ſome Men, eſpecial- 
ly Iznorants, who being quite deſtitute of Art, cannot pretend 
Fe leaſt Support and Aſſurance they might in reaſon ex- 


tot 
5 from it: But the great Difference, as I have been ob- 
and Aſſurance poſſeſſed by the Artiſt, proceeds from a Rez- 
ſonable and well grounded Confidence, which he repoſes in his 
Art, and which will rarely fail a Man of Judgment, if per- 
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Adverſary can attack him, but alſo the probable Means not 


erving; lyes in this; That the Couragious Forwardneſs 
{ſu 


for m- 
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Chap. VII. Of Fencing, &. 1255 
formed with that Sedateneſt and Preſonce' of Mind, win 
which it requires to be execute: Whereas the Ignmmunt, ben. 
torious Forwardneſs, or rather Temerity, flows from his being mot 
_ Senſible of bis great mant of Art and Skill, and in place of being 
ſo well grounded as the former, is only the Reſult of 'Deſpir,s 
which is the Spur that ſharpens him up to it; 80 that the 
Temerity and affected Aſſurance, which is, I may ſay, ſcrewed 
and-forc'd from it, can but oy rarely, ( — even then but 
by meer Chance) produce thoſe good Conſequences, which 
a true, ſure, and ſolid Art can. This is the Diſtinction 1 
thought fit to make betwixt the ventorious Hardineſs or T. 
merity of a Forward, Ignorant, and the- well grounded Confidence : 
and: Aſſurance of a Brist, Skitful, and Fudicious Artiſt, or Sword. 
KC 9 8 . FFF TESTES i 
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I RRNMRNARRR, that I have many times heard Artiſts Re. A cm-. 
uſlat purpoſe is all jour Art, and regular Leſſons, as well Defen- againſi: 
ſive as Offenſive? when it is frequently obſerved,that a Vigorous and Fencing. 
Stout Ignorant or Naturaliſt, with a ſwinging Wregalar Parſute, 
will pat any. of you from off ail your orderly' Poſtures of Defence, ſo 
that you ſhall be in ſuch a Condition, as not to be in 4 Capacity to 

make uſe of your Art; nor in a manner know to what hund to turn 

10x; of ſo very little Uſe and Advantage is Art many timer, to thoſe 

who pretend to à great deal of Knowledge. and Dexterity in it; 
eſpecially when vigorouſly Attacked, © © 

Ix Anſwer to which, I muſt in the firſt place ask ſuch Per- Aer, 

ſons who ma lee thisObjection, Whether or not they are really hs 
perſwaded that a Man's Art diminiſhes his natural Courage? 

I cannot believe they will Anſwer in the Affirmative, there 

is: ſo very little ſhadow of Rea ſon ſor it; becauſe this were a: 

ſtrange Vertue in it indeed, that Ai according to ſome Peo. 

ples wild Eancies and Aſſertion, ſnould render a Man who is 
Naturally Brave and Cour ag ious upon his abſtaining ot it, an 
arrand Coward; by (as it were a moſt unreaſonable. kind of 

| 0 7 5 1 : Trans. | 5 | 
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Tyanſinigration) inſuſing a Mean and Timorous Soul into a 


| Body 
formerly poſſeſſed by a Brave One, whereby it is wholly di- 


_ veſted of that Heroick Vertue wherewith Nature had endued 


it from its Infancy ; No, no, this were to make a 0 Raſh, 
as well as falſe Concluſion, and to encroach a little too much 
upon the juſt Dictates of Reaſon and ſound Senſ. 
Ir then Art does not abate Courage ( for I do not deny 
but it many times makes a Man more Cautious in an Engage- 
ment than perhaps otherwiſe he would be; This being in- 
deed Peritia & experientie cautela, or the Circumſpectneſs aud 


Warineſs of Art, which, however has - not the. leaſt Fendency to 5 


Cowardice,and is much rather to be approved of, as condemn- 


_ ed then certainly anArtiſt hath this Advantage by his Art, that 


altho? he ſhould be ſometimes beat out of, or driven from his 


regular Poſtures of Defence, and put from making uſe of his 


- © Artificial. Leſſons ot Offence, yet he ſtill knows when and 


his Poſture of Defence, or Meaſures of Purſuit 


where Opens are given to Thruſt at, and ſo can take the Op- 


portunity of them, Which no Man altogether Ignorant of he 


Art can do; So this, not to mention the Benefit he hath. by 


knowing to Thre/t ſwiftly, and alſo to Plant and 4 hut ble | 
Thruſts well, is one conſiderable Advantage he hath by his 
Art altho' he had no more, but did ever wholly abandon the 
Deſenſive part, and ſhould. Anſwer the Ignorant in his own 
Coin, as to the Offenſi e. 


Bur Secondly, It is a moſt groſs Miſtake, to fancy that 

4 truly Expert and Compleat Artiſt, can thus be Beat from either 
| | by anylgaorant 

or Rambler whatſoever; A Novice or Half SkilPa Perſon may in- 
deed be driven into a Confuſion, by rea ſon that he is but juſt 


in a manner Grounded in the Art; but one truly Expert 


and by Practice Conſummate in the Art, never can; becauſe his 


Defence and Purſuit, are founded upon, and proceed ſrom 
True and Solid Principles, and not from an ill grounded Root; 
J )))) 809 


0 


& 


impairs not, nor diminiſhes his Natural Valeur and Boldneſs, 
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ver fo Awkward or Diſorderly in appearance, upon his Defence, 
or the Poſition of his Sword- hand, per ha ps . any, 


„ 
1 RC 


HR DIN 


cauſe, when he pleaſes he can make uſe of it, and ſince it 


he may alſo when he has a mind ſor it, UDnart himſelf, if 1 


anſwer the Tgnorant's Forwardneſs by his own "Natural 


pon his Defenve; and Launching atwiſe home 4 Thraft vi- 
| fer , upon an Open, either offered by his Adverſary, or 
forced by himſelf hen Offending, he cam never be ſaid either | 
to Defend, or Purſue trregularh, ot in Confuſion, by resſen, 
that the Forming of a good Croſs upon the Defenſtve, and the 
rating alwiſe at an Open upon the Offenſive Part, being the _ 
Two chief Principles upon which this Art is founded, -and be 
acting conſequentially to theſe Principles, can therefore never 
be ſaid to act in Confuftor, let the Poſture of his Guard be ne- 


| | arte, when it | 
at Bottom are but Tiles with reſpect to Trae Fencing, when 
a Man comes to an Earneſt Engagement with Sharps. 


Soing it is clear, that according to Reaſon, Art 

_ can never diminiſh, but chat it ought rather to produce and 
increaſe Courage; then certainly an Artiſt can never be at 
any Loſs or Diſadvantage, by being a Poſſeſſor ot it; be- 


* > 
* 5 5 


- 


A good- | 
may ſo ſay, or lay it as it were aſide for that Occaſion, and ng | 
worde 


Courage, as if he had no Art, (which by the way, is nomen. 


bad Method for Young Sword men, when they fhall be 
Engaged in an Occaſion, before they are well confirmed in 
their Art) wherebyhe is ſtill in equal Circumſtances wich 


his Adverſary, and in the ſame Condition, if it can be ſup- 
poſed, that a compleat 
is Skill, as if he had no Axt at all. , 
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So that it is evident, that any 
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s Man who has truly Art, 
is fo far from being at a Diſadvantage by it any manner ef 
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ſo chat Forming « rue Croſs upon his Adverſary's Weapon, 
when 5 


On 
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625 way, that he hath alſd this following undeniable Advantage, | 


which alone is ſufficient, were there no other at all, not 
only to make all Men of good Senſe and Judgment, to value 
5 eſteem it, but alſo to ſilence intirely all its Enemies 
whatſoever, who are not out of meer Caprice reſolved: to 


An un- continue Obſtinate; which is, That whereas his Adverſary, can 


anſwera- 
ble Argu- 


only appear in the Field in one C apacity, to defend his Life and 


ment for Hondur, to wit, as Mal. adroit and Ignorant, and as one relying 
the uſe - meerly upon 4 Fortuitous Chance, for his Preſervation or Victor): 


on. 


} : 


* fulnels of The ARTIST can appear Sword in Hand, in « (wofold Capacity, 


Fencing, 


that is, Either as an Artiſt, to Defend himſelf by his Adreſs and 
Skill, or if he pleaſe, as altogether. as very arrant an Ig nor ant, 
wad inconfiderately forward 4 Mat-aaroit as his Adverſary. 


A ne- From all which, I draw this undeniable Concluſion, That 
ceſſary 
Concluſi - 


True Art and a Skilful Adreſs, in the Gentlemany and moſt 
Uſeful Science of Defence, muſt be for the moſipart of ſingu - 


lar Uſe and Advantage, but that it is next to impoſſible, it 


can be ever Prejudicial to any Man, if he but act, I ſhall. 
ot ſay exactly, ( for that I dare affirm, never any Man did, 
nor do I really believe can) but even indifferently, and in a 
good Meaſure, according to irs moſt Rational, as well as 


[ Exact, Rules and Directions. 


Aix which, I think ſufficiently Anſwers the above-menti- 
-on'd Common tho Weak Objettion, which however, is rarely 
made by any who have the leaſt-Tincture of Art; but only 


by ſuch as are wholly ignorant of it; and who therefore, 
according to a Natural, and I may fay innate Pride and 
Vanity, but too common to our whole Race, cannot endure 


to be thought ignorant of any uſeſul Exerciſe, ſor the under- 


. they hear other Perſons applauded; and 


amongſt other Gentlemany Exerciſes, hearing this of Fencing 


commended by the moſt Judicious, and the Perſons who 
are dexterous at it, had. in Eſteem and ReſpeRed for it; and 


knows» 


5 


Ap ] dare appeal to all ſuch Enemies 
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| knowing themſelves, to be by their Lazineſs and Neglect, 
altogether ignorant of it, they therefore look upon themſelves 


as obliged, out of a vain, ſelf-conceited, and falſe Point of 

Honour, (if it can deſerve that Gentlemany word) to vin- 

dicate their own Ignorance, by railing at, and undervaluing - 
F „%% 
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the Art; and all who poſſeſs it. 
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of it, if wy will 

but deal candidly, and be ingenuous, if What T have ſaid be 
not the Chief, if not the only Reaſon, for their pretended - 


Diſlike to this Art; and if in their Judgment and Conſcience, _ 
they are not really convinced of its Uſe and Excellency, not. 
withſtanding of their Diſſembling ſo far, as to deny it by their 15 

Words : For let ſome Moroſe People pretend to never ſuch an 


unaffected Indifference for the Practical Knowledge of this 
Art; yet I am fully perſwaded, there never was any Man, 


who being altogether ignorant of it, was neceſſitate to ap- 


pear in good Earneſt with Sword+in hand, but would with 
all his Soul, have wiſhed himſelf to be amongſt the Number, 
of the moſt Skilful and Expert in Fencing. © © 


- 


I Know it is alſo commonly ObjeAed, That however Another  - 
Dexterous a Man may be, yet he can never pretend to an O2Fai- . 


abſolute Certainty, or Infallibility by his Art, and therefore 
ſeing it is poſſible that his Art may fail him, all things be- 
ing ſubject to a kind of Chance, it is as good for a Man to 
take his Venture, and rather than conſume a great dale of 
time in acquiring an uncertain Art, even reſolve to hazard All 


at One Home- Paſb, or as tlie late Mr. Lock in his Educatian of 
Yoath, Sect. 187. Was pleaſed to word it, Pat all apon one Thruit, 


aud not tand Parieing, whereby it hath been often ſeen, - 
That Bold and Forward Ignorants have not only preſerved their 
own Lives, but have alſo maſtered and overcome their Ader. 
ſaries, altho repated very deæterous Sword-men. e 
E 


* , 


273 $2 ; ; 3 8 5 3 Et E Ro „ 5 
* 2 , 5 ; n 7 . n : 1 FX n 4 Ez 10 
» $ : * , * 5 £ : 222. 2 * x % 
” . 1 - 4 — 
% 0 2 8 K* : x . 3 4 45 £ +4 * ” 
K ; 7 # * * \ 1 4 , 1 + 4 P ; ; 
£ ? - . b, £ * ” 
3 * 48 : 5 * - 3 a 3 . : L 
. 2 ; : . 8 * © | 
oz 4 * * 18 2 of 5 . * f * 9 E i E548 8 5 * 1 . * « 
8 „ 3 : > : , , - * : \ 
F | : | en 75 p ; | 7 ks. n 
; 2200 * #: * ON p 2 N & . 3 * . 7 x N wo. 
* A | | 7 200 0 | 
. 1 e pe 5 1 — 
0 : 4 4 y x 4 4 5 ' 
1 5 * 4 : 


260 Hope new Ale, | 


Sel View to carry ſomewhat of Reaſon with it, eſpeciall 


i 1 * 


To which I Aker, That altho! what is aid, n at 


when affirmed and backed by the Authority of fo great a Man | 
asthe late Mr. Lt, yet I am hopeful 9 1 it is conſidered a 
little more i hed and diſtioQly it ſhall not have ſuchInfiu. 


| ence & Weight with an ConlideringPerſon,a to make him in 


the leaſt forbear, far leſs wholly negle the improving. bim- 


ell in the moſt Gentleman ie uſeful of Arts, 1 _ 2 


"Anſwer. i 


the ſerious Peruſal of the following Anſwer. | 


th, Havs all the Deference ba aahle 7 Mr. Lock's Writ. | 
ings, and eſteem them as I do.thoſe of other Learned Men; 
But however I may be obliged by his ſtrong and convinci 


- Reaſons, to go along with, and yield very much to him — 


Philoſopher; yet I muſt beg Pardon to Diſſent from him as 


a Sword- man: For his adviſing to put all upon ove Thraſ 


aud not fand Parising, ſhews his S il in Fencing to be as Bad 


and Litile to be regarded, as his Mpowieage in Philoſophy, by 


rea ſon of his great Learning, is to be Valaed and Admired: 


And Ithink it but a very weak Argument to inſinuate, that 


becaule we poor Mortals, are in a manner Subject in all our 


A. Cions to an inevitable Deſtiny, that therefore we ought not 
do uſe the moſt Aan Means. for ous FAO tor as. 


. Duden lays, 2 | 
WE be not, then what can ae ky 


how can we avoid it, if it le? 3 
F by Free Will, in aur own Paths we move, 
low are we boauded by Decrees above ? 


| Which he Anſwers very well by the two following Lines. | 


Whether we Drive, or whether we are Driven, 


FU, tours, if Gard, tt 10 of Hauen. 
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1 Sax it is but bad Arguing from the uncertain Events oc 


our beſt Performances, that therefore we ought not to im- 
prove our ſelves in thoſe Arts, whereby we may prev 


NOI eee FOES we may prevent a great | 
many Accidents which would atherwiſe certainly befal Us: It 
is much the ſame, as if I ſhould affirm, that becauſe by my _ 


Learning to walk, J am not infallibly Certain, never to diflocate 


ai» of ray Joints when I ani malking abroad; therefare ] owg bt not 
to ſtir ont 4 Doors at all, but to keep cloſe at Heme; wherel am 


vo more infallibly Certain neither, but that the very ſame 
Mis fortune may befal me even in walking about my Room, 
or ſtepping in to my Red; Therefore I conclude, that as is 


would be Folly in any Man never to walk or ſtir abroad, be- 


_ Cauſe he is not inia llibly Certain, but that he may Diſloca te 
his Ancle, or breaks Leg, nay, even be knock'd an the 
Head, by an accidental Blow ot a Stone or Tile blown from a 


Hou ſe- Jop, Whereof we have bad ſeveral Inſtances ; So would 


it be no leſs ridiculous for any Man to negle&. rhe Improve. 
ment of himſelf in the Art of Defence, becauſe he is not infalli- 


a 


. Apart it is not impaſhble, hut that his Adverſary, 
whether Artiſt or Ignorant, may. When engaged againſt. 


him, either Wound or Kill him. | 


SO 


For what Mamis there, of what Imploy ment ſoe ver, that 
dares pretend to an abſolute Certainty in it? Don't we daily. 


ſee Godly Divines draw Erroneous Doctrines from Good and 
| Orthodox Texts? Great Lamers falſe Proficks fram Good In- 


ftitutions? Skilfal Phyſicians dangerous Adminiſtrations from 
| fafe aud excellent Aphoriſus? And even Learned Philoſophers 
and Mathematicians to build falſe Hypotheſes's upon pretended: 
Mathematical Demonſtrations * The only Science from whence. 
unorring Truth can certainly flow; Nay, the ot Skilfub 
Game ſters come ſome time off with Loſs; And the greateſi Ware 
riors, and molt: Renomn d and Cautious Generals are ſome- 
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262 Hope'snew Aderbod, Chap. VII. 
times Beat and entirely Routed, of which we have had freſh 
and happy Inſtances tor theſe Nations in the late Campaigns : 
' Seing.then all hee Profeſſions are thus by Turns fallible, muſt it 
be only Sword- men who ought to be Infallible in the practice of 
their Art? No! There is not the leaſt Reaſon for it, and (in: 
deed it were 4 kind of Follyto expeF it. 


Such weak Arguments then as theſe, cannot be of Force 

to influence, even the moſt ſhallow: Perſons. we can think of, 
ſo as to cauſe them negleQ their moſt uſeful Exerciſes, far leſs 
prevail with Men of any Underſtanding and Judgment, to 
under value the true Art of Defence, which is of ſo great Be- 
nefit and Uſe for the Preſervation of both Life and Ho- 
nour ; For laying 'wholly aſide ſuch whimfical Argu- 
ments, we ought ( as True Chriſtians ) to uſe the 
lawful Means, let the Event prove what it will: And 

, I muſt alſp take the Freedom to inform thoſe who are of Mr. 
Lock's Perſwaſion in this Point, That if they ſhould have to 

. deal with a true and compleat Artiſt, he would not give 
The true them the Opportunity of putting all «pon one Thraſt* for the 

| fb Artiſt would jo attack them with 4a brisk half Parſuit, and ſtill © 
1 Croſs their Swords; if they were to make Uſe of this new Method, 

| forward or accompany his Purſuit with ſuch a continual Beating and Bin- 
* ding of their Swords, if they inclined to make Uſe of he Common, 
that they would hardly have the Opportanity of Diſengaging their 
Swords, nay ſcarcely of recovering or raiſing their Points, 15 cloſe. 

ly would their Skilfal Adverſary keep them engaged, and ander 

a continual kind of Twi#t or Circular Motion: Or otherwiſe he 

would anſwer them ſmartly from the Riſpoſte, his Parade being aſe. 

fiſted by the left Hand for his more certain Defence: Than 
which, there is not, as I have many times ſaid, and cannot 

repeat it too often, 4 better Method in the whole Art, to put 

a ſtop to, and maſter an Irregular and Furious Purſuit. 


Thus 
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FTuus ought, and certainly would a true Artiſt engage 
upon an Occaſion; and if he do, what, pray, comes of his 
Adverſary's attempting to put all apo one Thruſt ? (Unleſs it 
were to run himſelf head-long upon the Artiſt's Sword's Point) 
when himſelf is allowed ſo very little time to Thruſt, eſpe» .- - 


— 


what Poſition his own Sword is in. 


cially if altogether an Ignorant, that he can ſcarcely. xaox 


Bur I take the true Reaſon of the Miſtake to have pro- 


ceeded from hence, that there are but very few: truly Great 
Artiſts, the moſt part of People who have that Character 


beſtowed. upon them, not in the leaſt deſerving it; So Mat» 
ters ſtanding thus, and ſuch halt-skilled Perſons, being fre- 
quently. baſed by Naturaliſts of a Brisk and Forward Tem. 
per, Mr. Lock's Meaning has been miſunderitood, as if there» 
by he had concluded, that ſuch Forward Perſons would 

have the ſame Succeſs againſt the Greateſt and moſt Skilful 


Artiſts, as they have ſometimes againſt ſuch. %, Sword men, 


whoſe Number is indeed but too great: For. theſe. are his. 


very. Words in the fore · cited Place; Aud certainiy a Man f 
Courage, who cannot Fence at all, and therefore will put all upom 
one. Ihruſt, and not ſt and Parieing, has the Odds againſt 4a Mo. 
derate Fencer; which two laſt: Words I defire may be taken 
Notice of and remarked, in which. I moſt heartily concur with 


him; for indeed I am almoſt of Opinion, that a Man had better. 
have no Art at all, than have but ſo very little a Smack of Fen. 


cing, as not to be capable to put it in Practice; or to uſe Mr, 


Locł's own words, be only a Moderate Fencer; whereby I under. 
ſtand a certain kind of Pretenders, wha have more Theory, 
or rather Prattle, than true Practice, and which upon a» Oc, 
caſion, will many times prove of leſs Uſe. to them, than a 
Brisk and hardy Natural-Par/air, ſuch as immediately re. 
commended to young Sword- men, Pag. 257. But then 
there is a vaſt Diſtinction to be made berwixt ſuch a Mode- 


TO LYN n + "EM 2. N n 
* „„ +” 
: NT 3 
2 : P 
* * 1 el * £ tf N 
2 * — N 9 * 
F * . 7 "3 (4 «IF 
- f 2 + * * 14 7 : 
"©... N 5 * EY 
2 - 2 4 — 1 


ö 1 © FA ; : - Fo £ 2 5 : : 4 9 A 
3s ; 5 5 EXCESS | : "oo * 4 3 OA ; 55 
f 1 s n Ja * 3 22 : be 1 —_ 4 by 
** Tr 4 of * * a — 4 * . * 1 p : a 9 8 ae 
py = g 6 = 1 * 2 „ * ; wm ; * 3 
* = 1 31 4 - , 1 4 * 5 5 WE 
* 84 2 * : . * . 1 
I ; 93 wet WH £7 Y * % Ls * © * ; y * * . ' © 
— * 9 1 1 1 8 » * 2 . 
24 VP 2 ; 4 8g 1 - ; , p p | 4 3 
Wo 3 Z wi , 2 / . 
's - . , * i - = \ ” TA 
p *. ' wo 3 q 5 ; 
R wp : | \ 25 
C - * © 


77 


2 
© 


'AGen- LztrT then all Gentlemen endeavour not to become . 
tlemany 
Advice. 


rate, or rather Bungling Artiſt, and a Perſon Traly Maſter of 
tbe Art of Defence. The moſt Forward Naturaliſ that is, 
would but paſs his time very forely, if engaged againſt 

fuch a Sword man. %%% 


Advice: For almiſe to Purſue and Thru 
| leaſt ready, or offering to go to the Parade, 

ſhould offer to Thruſt out upon him, ur to take him from the Riſpoſte, 
after he hath Thruſt, is what ought not to be ſo much as na- 
med by any who pretends to the leaft Art; except in the 
extraordinary Circumſtances I named Page 113, x14, and 


among 
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derate Fencers, (as Mr. Lock very juſtly terms ſuch half Skil- 
led Perſons ) but really Expert and Dexterous Sword men; 


and my Life for it, their Art of Defence ſhall prove of ſingu- 
lar Benefit and Uſe to them at Sharps, eſpecially if the Ozca- 


fron be Honoarable : For it is but juſt, that a Man's Art ſhould 
foil him, when he offers to draw his Sword, either in a mean 


Quacrel, or for a bad and unjuſt Cauſe. | 


Trurxerors to Vindicate the late Mr. Lock (who de- 
ſerved a great deal of Applauſe, as for that Excellent little 
Piece of the Education of Youth, ſo ſtill more for his incompa- 


rable Eſſay upon Human Underſtanding ) I am fully per- 


ſwaded, that had he underſtood as much of Fencing, as he 
did of Philoſophy, he would never ha ve given ſo dangerous an 
| without being in the 


Fa Man's Adverſary 


180, where it ought alſo to be accompanied wath the Help 


olf the left Hand, the better to prevent a Contretemps or an 


Exchanged Thraft : But this being an old recewed Maxim 

f Ignorants, To, purſae alwije moſt furiouſly, eſpecially 
when engaged againſt one who has the Reputation of an Art- 
iſt; and this Method ſucceeding ſometimes againft Half- 


ski1Pd Ferſons, Mr. Loch did take it upon Truſt, and fo ſet 
it down as 4 Geveral Rule, for which he ought to be excuſed: 

The giving juſt and true Directions for this Art, being (as 
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he was a Divine and Philofopher, but not a Gaal Snord. Man) 
altagether out of his Sphere. 


I Hayn inſiſted the longer upon this, leſt ſe vulgar an 
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Error of Adviſing «iwiſe to Thruſt, wit haut in the leaft being 
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ready, or attempting to Paris when needful,. maintgin'd by many 
| Perſons, ( who altho very Judioious in other Matters, yet 


being No Sword-men, ought not to be lòok't upon as com- 
petent Judges in this Point,) and alſo backed with the Au- 
thority and Rlvice of ſo Gref and: Learved « Perſow as the 


late Mr. Lock, might have perhaps too ſtrong an Influence _ 
upon many Toung Gentlemen, who have not as yet come {0 © | 


great a length in the Art, as to be capable of themſelves 
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to diſcover the Uncertainty and Weakneſs of it; but I am very 
hopeful, what I have faid will undeceive them, and that 


they will be ſo kind to themſelves, as to rely rather upon 


my Judgment as upon Mr. Lock's, in this Determination, 
until they be Maſters of ſo much Art, as to be competent 
Judges of it themſelves; and the rather, becauſe it is only 
a Point in Fencing, not a Decifion in Philoſophy, to whom in 
ſach a Caſe, I ſhould be very ready to yield, 
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© Thy fine, Fencing, or the True Art of dhe Sword; is both Adras- 
15 bf ha Pla a — 5 Rowe oh in far tage 3. 
as, by Schoot-P;ay a Toung Gentleman may paſs away ſome 

idle hours, he perhaps knows not well Low 


| „he pe to diſpoſe of 
otherwiſe, (for Iam far from Adviſing any Gentlemen to 
make it his whole and only Buſineſs ) whereby he will ren- 
der his Body agile and nimble, and alſo by a Moderate Exer- 
cice diſcuſs, an expel many of thoſe groſs and ſuperfluous 
Humours, which if nouriſhed or increaſed by too Sedentary 
a Life, or too much Eaſe, might prove prejudicial to his 
Health: And USEFUL; in reſpect ofthe Aſſurence and Safety 
it furniſhes every Man with, who is Perfei#ly Maſter. of it. 
For alcho there be no . or Infallibility = I 
e = "al; 
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een Bung ler, may have Nom and ＋ hen a Bad Run AS WE Ti | | 


Gameſter hath a great Odas againſt the Bungler, and will at laſt 
certainly carry off the Ready: Even ſo in Feucing, a Good Swords 
man may by Misfortune,or failing in his Art come to beWorſted 

by an Ignorant or Mal. adroit; (for as I ſaid, Sword men are no 
more infallible than other Men) but ſtill this is no Reflection 


upon the Art, and Good Sword. men will upon the MAIN, 


have ſtill a Singular and Evident Advantage, over all Un- 
skilful Perſons whatſoever :: It is alwiſe to be fuppoſed Sing! 


and One after another, and that the Artiſt be alſo Sober and 
free from the Eßects of Wine or Other Strong Liquor, whereby 


he may be fruſtrate of any Benefit he might reap by his Art; 
for to Dranken or very Paſſionate People, this Art can be but of 
little or ao Uſe,whatever ſome Perſons addicted to theſe Vices, 
may fancy or aſſert to the contrary, © 
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| ſtanding of their greateſt Art, ought to humble Swordmen, ſtian Ad. 


| Preſervation of their Lives or Honour; let them Boldly, and 


of That OVERRULING POWER, which being TRU7H it 
ſelf, hath declared, That the Race is not to the Swift, nor the 
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TERETORE, the Uncertainty above-mentioned, notwith- A chi- 


and prevent their being too Confident, or relying too much wedge 
e Skill, ſeing it is thereby moſt palpable and evident, Men. 
that there is a Jaſt and Inviſible, as well as Inevitable Deſtiny, 
or rather Providence, which attends and over. rules every 
Man's Actions. Let all then who have acquired Art, not- 
withſtanding of their Great eſt Kyowledge and Dexterity in it, 
carry themſelves Humbly and Moadeſtly, and without being 

in the leaſt pft up by it; and when they ſhall be neceſſitate 


upon a Juſt wt to make uſe of it in Good Earneſt, for the 


as I adviſed in page 186, (for the leſs People Apprehend or 
Dread their Adverſaries? ſo much the better ) make uſe of 


for their juſt Defence; reſigning themſelves in the mean time, 
with all Submiſſion and Humility, to the Unerring Conduct 


Battel to the Strong, but that Time and Chance happeneth to all. 5 
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Wb -- four Terms of Art, whereof Thirteen ue Laſs, . 
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" ARTICLE I. Of a Cues in general 51 
_ 'The Detinition of a Guar Defence falſy 8 it ; and 
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A Homely but Natural al Compariſon, betwixt a Guard, and 0 2735 
Place of Security, 5 
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That only the Beft Parade which forms the greateſt Croſs We — ad 7 
Breadih of ſome certain kind of Sword-Blades contribute nothing at all 
to the Oyichneſs and Certaimty of a Man's. Parade, 78 and 79 
The Common School-Parades in Quarte and Tierce moſt imperfect, 8 
cauſe of the Small Crofs they form m Pariein. | | 
That the French have generally a. moſt 'Ovick Methad of Thruping, 64 
frequently a very Logrand Imperfect Parade. 79 
Aa Nice, but True Direttion z. to Veen Maler of a # Firmand Sure 
 Paradefrom, Alt Guar Guards, 1270 80 


ARTICLE VIII. of the Contrecaveating Parade, 100 from whence tha 
Name is commoniy derived. 
A more Rational Derivation of the Name of the Contrecaveating Pla. 


by the Author. naſe Slew Gr 
The. Cont recaveat in Parade” a Circular Parade, and therefore an Admi- 
rable Parade in the Dark. 4 


A Simile of the Authors, with reſpect to the Contrecaveating Parade, as 
alſo a further Declaration of its Excellency ,, and that it may be * 
uſe of very well from the Hanging-Guard. 82 and 83 

The Reaſon in all Probability, 7.9 the Ban negle& fo much the Pra- 
Rice of the fbr we Autor. arade; e with a further Recom- 
mendation of it by the A | 9 ä 84 


ARTICLE IX. Of the Riſpoſe die Definition. TT 5 f X 
- 8 


bn. res Bi. Wh. % OEMS SS Rite Bi as 


ce we 


f ̃ d 88 


- 


Exer Second in Thrafting, The ordering _ within the Sword 


Ann ̃ Git Tins Play cpatiy 
from the Ordinary Exarre Guard) at Shargs ;, and the 2255 * i 
Theonly Crmrravie) moſt p per to prevent 4 Thru from he ee 56 
The Pu ſuis from the Ri 5 only to be ventured upon by Dexterou 

peg > not by Novices; and that it is alſo a moſt. Bloody kind of 
Jan. 

What kind of Purſuir is moſt when «Man not: nba vgs 

his Adverſary's Life. proper, bagn mere" 


ARTICLE X. Of Trabi, and en ib n 9p 1 

e e 
or Firſt in 1hrufts ordering Aa ain 45 to en in 

alwiſe Cloſs by the Foible of the Adverſiry's Sword. ; oY 88 


The Author's Arguments for provingth the Cee jy Error with two or three 
encellent Dire , to acquire 4 Swift f Thrufting, om the 
Ordinary Qarre or Ti ierce 5 75 6s 88 and 5 


de alwiſe planted high, and with the Sword-Hand ne 1 a 
Degree of the Quart: N for which h N e © 5 
A good Direction for the Planting of a — 
Error Third in Thrufting, The ordering the Eval» or wer * 
the Head and Shoulders upon th Took bo A and Thru. 90 
The True Method the” Author obſerves Rimſel alſo rei 
ethers, in Thruſting a Plain Thruft ut, again K td 85 Ordinary Qu. 
Tierce Guards, together with the Reniedy he knows to prevelit | 
an Exchanged Tura, ſhould a Man expect one av that thus; 'of even at 
any other his Adverſary. or 
Error Fourth in Thruſting. The ordering the Left: hand to be alwi 
d Thron, either behind the Back, or otherwiſe ſtretehed out E 
the Left ſide; where allo the 1 Mah 4 Man | has'by keeping 


Hand forwards and in readinels, - $63 and | 
A Firm and Sure Parade, and a en 292 rd Quick De — — — ee 2 
vice to acquire them. | 9 3 np * 


two chief Points in Fencing; hs 
" ARTICLE XI. Of Elongivg, * al an "a KF in with its. 
The Different Methods obſerved by Maſters, eſpecially with reſye®} ro 
the Left Foot in makin fp = Elange, - tagpther with the E oh 
mon, Which he thinks 21 1 5 
Fan too farf; dangerous in an Oœsaſim; and how it ought # abwiſe to 


formed); as allo, that the French are 15 Dexterous at i Which 
8 Help to n wy 7770 1 1 4 UNA thin - 
in. # £4} BY AH et fe 92 


Mm = : 1 AR - 


ARTICLE XII. of Caveating or Nene together with its "Des. 
| tion. 2 116101 

Tha es 4 reit Opportunity and Eaſe po MA People Mad in in "Diſenga res 

e Ordinary Quarte.and. Tierce. Guardꝭ, did give the fitſt Riſe 

do This New Method of Fencing, terer with a N . e of the 


ARTICLE XII. Of. Feints, cogether ich their Definition.” * 
18 different Feints, 


Direction for Taking of Time. | Meet LAS Fl big 99 
9552 Feint called Botte-Coupe, deſcrived. 100 


The New Method of Fencing admits chiefly of only. Four: different Eren b 


| Two Methods of making Feints, and which of the Two the Author ren 
the ſafeſt. 100 and 101 


Another Queſtion anent the Appel with the Foot in wakivg of Feints,.and 


the Author's Opinion in it, Together with his Reaſons for it. 101 & 102 
The Hanging Guard in Seconde, 4 god Contrary to Feints, and made uſe. 
of unawares even by the French Themſelves for that effect; which by the 
way, is another Demonſtration of the Uſe and Excellency. of hie Secure 


ARTICLE. XIV. Of Time, and the Definition of it in the Art ng "Bok 


together with the moſt proper Opportunity to. take it for which ſee: 


; allo page 99. . 103 and 104 
Tag? ncertainty and Dunger of Attempting frequen tly. to Era upon 
IE, 
An Excellent and Safe Advice at. Ee, and earneſtly Recommended ” 
he Author.. | 


ARTICLE XV. . fac Covina s its tr t jon ofa d 
_ , Thruft; and how they 52 85 erus Defivt , ; and? an: Exchange 


106 
Avery Bad and DangerousPradtice,frequently t to offer Thrufts either upon 


.Contretemps, or as One's Adverſary is joſt 'a Thrufting. 106 
t Difference betwirt a· Contretemps and an Exchanged 7 bruft explain- 


107 and 108 


Two OQuibble: in Fencing ingeniouſly diſcovered. _ . - 108 and 1 


Theonly:True and Effectual Ways n and defend he Uſe fue] of | 
4.765 CBIO 


Fencing, FR a 


| ARTICLE. XVI, Ot Dequarting 1 Vabing, t 5 1 . TROY De- 


0 n kind of Thrufts - 5 
Io and 111 


ARTICLE XVII. Of Binding or Geardents Swes45 "af Fg 112 
er; 
4 


finitions, and the Author's Opinion of them; as al 
he values moſt for Extcution,” 3» 


. — 


The Purſuit tram FRG, the oy. true One at Sharps. 


© Kuthor's chief Deſign i „„ es aty 98 1 


* 4 
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ce eat te. oven. r 
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an Natural Tat ure, for either a Guard or Parade. 10% 
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ne, Obſeriatjon upon icke who underſtanding the Purſuit from 

Binding neglett it, and make uſe of any other at random; asallo a god 
 Fdrico-opon it. on 

An Objection againſt Binding Anſwered, with two moſt-aſeful Precauti- 

ons, for Binding with the more Security and Safety. © 1 14 and ITS. - 

N Moral Reflection; together with the Author's earneſt Recommendation 

of the Purſurt from Binding, and his diſapproving thag of Catching much _— 
- at Time: For what relates more to Binding ſee page 62. 115and 116 _ - . —_— 

The Difference betwixt Binding and Beating, and that ' Beating is moſt —- |} 
wSroperuponthe- P ht. 290500 ie IE SORT OE, | 

Two kind of Beats. a 117 
The Fir t kind of Beat. called Baterie, deſerived; and that it is only 
proper for the Purſuit. N „„ £63 19. apgey 
The Second kind of Beat-deferived.;, and that it is moſt proper for the 
= Defenfivs Part, or Parade, together with a further diſproving of the 
Ordinary Qzarre and Tierce Parades without a. Springing Bear, 


» 


4 


ARTICLE XVIIE Of Judging of Meaſure or Diftance, together with 
its Definition. J Roi mens 2, I 
The Judgivg of Meaſure Exaitly, One of the Niceſt, as well as moſt Uſe- 
ful Things in the whole Are of the Sword# 12178 


py 


Two Circumſtances to be conſidered in Judging of Meaſure, ' 119 
A pretty kind of Nicety in Judging of Meaſure. ' 119 and 120. 

That the Elonge of ' Perſons. of an Ordinary Stature, is alwiſe about Two 
Nor; from ter Gm Poflure tn th 7 oil MY n # 
Direct ions for Judging of Diftance. , Ps. = 
An Excellent Rule whereby to Judge exactly of Difance ; together 2 
with an Earneſt Advice to obſerve it punctuaſixyr. 122 . ee. 


ARTICLE XIX. Ot Breaking of \Meaſure. 42 
That nothing diſcovers more a Man'sAdreſs and Judgment in Fencing, than = 
a Moderate and Fudicious Breaking of Meaſure,  ___ 123 EE, 
Reaſons in Vindication of a Moderate Breaking of e 23 and 124 | = 
That an Officer by Shifting of his Place, or Stepping wlittle Afide, upon 
the Firing of a Cannon, hath thereby ſaved his Life „ 1 
That notwithſtanding of the aboye-mention'd Example, this Shifriog of - 
Place, or Stepping Aſide, is not allowable in Officers who Command a = 
Battalion or Partie; altho it be moſt Uſeful and Conyenient in a. Duel 5 


FEE. 


or Single Engagement, either a- Foot or Horſeback, - - 


ogy eel =_ 
That all Gentlemen ſhould endeavour to become good Mar bs. Men wt . * 
as Good Sword - Men; whereby they can never be taken at a Diſadyantage 5 = 
in ah, > Juſt Satisfaction when required. e e 126 1 
Excellent Directions for Fighting with Sword and Piſtol, either a Foot = 

fen 8 5 | - bt, TI 1 1 1 
What a Man is to do ina Single Engagement, when he hath not a Ready. _ 


or Well Mouth'd Herſe. 127 


A Ventorious Method againſt a Piſtol approved by fome-bardiſcommend: 


That Advan < £2,200 ) — 
it, is 1 pon or a him 
{elf to Shoot with is Pe ol at Auel, _ over bis Left Arm. 


Se 
That a Man i ought never e to Fire until he be within Two or e 
moſt of his Adverſar ” 2-438 


That it is ſometimes 7 ARID to keep up One's Fire alittle» 128 


That in ee Har * . Swords ef ders « Minami 
endeavour as ble to gain his Adveriary's Cyeupe or Rear 1 

How a Man is to make uſe of his Sword a fron ra bo z as alſo how he is to 
. Behave with it when bis Adverſary hath yet Ons Pitel to diſcharge 
upon him, and himſelf none. 


ed by the Author, — 45,0 B28 


| How a Man is to behave with Fre- Arms ; -Foot. 


149 
The Benefit which Gentlemen will reap, by their being 17 Marks-Men 
as well as Sword-Men. 130 
A continual. Giving Back or Rets ring, moſt undecent | in Sword-Men, Bol 
- altogether condemned by the Author. 
The Difference betwixt Lofing of mich Ground, and & Fudicious Breab 
ing of Meaſure, 1 130 and 131 
Directions for the Judlic ious Breaking of Meaſure, 13x 


That a Man is Ko by too much Breoking of Medfure; bo; Humor, or 


5 e Adverſary's Purſuits wn re 


The . betwixt Br eaking of Meaſure upon a Srei be Line 
a Circular One; and that the Circular One is the moſt 


* as Decent, 
be Author s Diſtinct ion betwixt a Circular Methad of Breaking 


as in Article 16. 


* 24 ure ad Judging of . 
[1] 


| 3 XX. Of . its Definition. 2 
Kedonbling ; the True e 0 d. or Mederae Breaking wg 
Meaſure, 643 (134 and 135 
Eby Directions bo be obſerved in Redowblin 135 
nce of the Left Hand uſeful in Redowb!, ing. 496 


From xxl. Of the True Poſs and Half Poſe; and how 8 


is moſt improperly made ule of by the Engl Maſters, to ſigniſy 


. 
| The * of a True Paſs, and the Difference betwixt it and an ode 


nar 136 
Te T Pa Paſs only a School Leſſon, and e Prafticable at Sharps, fits 

the Reaſon for it, | 136 and 137 
The Half "_ defined, _ 5 e 


1 | I) | 5 | — The 


* 


1 92 7 5 
ons, as 


5 a Circular Method of Play, and that he wholly a of wn 
molt —_ 10 . 


"© 279:) 


The B Paſa molt fre and Bloody Lefſmn or Mita! Sharpe, 8 4 0 pos "6 


ARTICLE XXII Or Enclofng and Commanding, and th Diffe 
1 them baten bee — * eee 0 NA : one rad 
nc may med upon t Deſigns. : 
That Weak Men onght to forbear the too frequent attempting to c 
Which e ee ot the Adrcrfa 's Sword EL: d 
ich is roper Part ot t erfar 
A 5 e nr ul 


The Falle 2 — which many- People make with reſpect to a Man' . 


being Eneloſed upon; as alſo of his Breaking of Meaſure; and that in 
ſuch Caſes they ought | to ſuſpend their Judgment, untit- the Event be 

certainly known. 1340 and 14. 

e Difference betwixt Enclofing and a-Half Paſs diſcovered. 141 and 142: 
The Conveniency of Encloſing upon the Hanging Guard in Seconde, one - 

of its ds y Advantages in an Occaſion, See Advantage 6. 142 
A very Hey goon Obſervation and Safe Advice, with relation to Commanding, 

zelding One's Sword. and 143: 

"The oe Author 4 ae, for his being o Full and Exa in his Exp ication of. 


the Terms of Art. 
That the Firs ot , and Sixth wh, contain al that is needful 14 


8 1525 e 0 9 Tratlics of this 4 Iethod 1 n | l 145 

| ” * H 75 P. . Rugs: 

nw a Man is is 1 or Defend himſelf from cither "2666! or Thru: | 
upon the Hanging Guard in Seconde,,  _ „„ 73 a” 
The Difference betwixt a Science and Art. „„ 


Praftice to be preferred to Theory in a Scholar. . 
That in Fencing it is abſolutely neceſſary, if 1 erbt to cots to a 
| | Maſter, notwithſtanding'of the Exa neſs and Plairineſs of any Book. 


| Wh t ought to be a Scholar 5 Chief Deſi and Aim in Aſſault 

That at he if Dein of Fencing is to /B fe and Save, not fo il Fa. ; 
7 An -Adrice to young Gentlemen who incline to follow the Art of = ? 
Sword, and e pecially. this New Method, when no Maſter can be had. 


K good Dire gion in Pari. 15 | 
That it is a True Croſs w A i procures a Sure . not t the baden 
Poſition of the Pr , 149 
How a on is to Croſs or Oppoſe his Adverfurys Sword, from the Flang- 
Gua : 
Wut 4 Man is particular; to Guard againſt, when his Adverſar — 4 5 
-fents his Sword upon ne Ham Gnara Withour his, towards his 


Right Side, Und 1 


„ 


4 "+ . . Fe — d] 
= - How a Man is ** Parie a Thruſt or Blow Without and Above bis sword, 
1 | upon the Hanging · Guard. 1351 and 152 
4 * it requires a conſiderable deal of more Strength as well as Quicknels, 
ET : to defend a Thruf upon the Hanging- Guard, when it . Without ani 


4 Below che Sword, than when it is given Without and Above t. 153 
* A good 8 in Parieing. 99 

a That a Man ought ht not to Prectitate his Parade; and the bad Conlequen: 
a ces of it b Author's on Experiene. 


| That Good Sword Men are only concerned in the Above Advice, which 
- .-. ought therefore chiefly to be noticed by them. 

A Short but moſt Natural-Deſcription of Paſſion; and that it ought to ht 

_ avoided by all Men, but eſpecially Sword-Men. | I55 

The Small Influence of Advice in the very beſt of Things Examplified. 156 

Good Reſolutions commendable, and even a Degres. of Vertue, altho — 

fail much in the Performance of them, ee, e, Is 


The ſtrange Effects of Heat and Paſion. 13s and 157 


Mind in an Occaſion with Sharps; unleſs me be Lee un 

to the contrary. | / 

A further Dire&ion in Parieing of the Blow. 157 

55 Cloſs Hilted Swords moſt uſeful for all ang and particularly recen 

. 7, _ mended by the Author. 5 5 157 and 158 
1 The Hanging Guard in Seconde moſt aſeful toall who ſerve i in the Am:, 
and therefore bete e we. to them by the Author. 158 


A Yai and Airy, but Weak Sheen an en. * 


CHAP. X& 


3 Oß the Purſuit, as well Blows as Thrufts, — A a Man isto bie 
; his Adverſary from the Hanging - Guard in Seconde. 
— A ore Lee , Diſcourſe of the Author's, ſnowing the Averſion he hed 
to di 
ſign of the Are, oo firſt invented. 460 and 161 


upon a Pinch, for a more caly Subliſtance, 155 
. The Prevalency of Bad Example. 
Part, from the Hanging -Guard togethe er nd a 2 good A 

all Men of Honour, 
| TOY all Guards whatſoever are Purſved _ | 163 and 164, 
| A good General Rule for the Purſuit of all Guards, : as well from the ow 
3 95 Guard as any other. 1464 
What Other Books of Fencing the Reader may peruſe for the Common Me- 
thed, if he be Curious to have Variety of Legons, 165 
Chiefly | Four ö hs itions, wherein a Man's Sword may be Placed, 


vice to 


125 © 4, 


That it is conſiſtent with Honour, for a Man to take the Benefie of hu 


over the Offenſive Part in Pencing 3 and what was the True De- 


N ue Honour is; and that the Boundleſs Ambition of Princes ought 
not to be gratified, by Peoples ubfkane in their Service; 3 Hors it be 


* The. Author's true Deſign, in diſcovering and IT wy 255 


- das I bt. 


8 


[1 „ 


Oo or a MS 
wich reſpect to bis Adverſary's, when his 1 
the Hamed. „„ eo  OEnGE 
The Poſitiom of a Man's Sword with reſpect to his Adverſary's, upon the 

oy amps ee from whence the Author intends to draw the Leſſons 
de is reſolved to explain 8 the Hanging: Guard in Seconde, 165 
it the Hanging: Guard eſpecially, 166 


The General Purſuits again | \ OS 
The Particular Purſuit of the Hanging Guard reduced to Six Leſſons. 166 
That Any Thruft whatſoever may be made to Terminate in an Encloſing, 
or in an Aitempt to Command the Adverſary's Sword. 1868 
LESSON I. The Firf Leſſon againſt the Fanging-Guard deſcriyed, 167 
The Blow that may be drawn from the Firft Leſſon, or rather Poſition 
with which the Sword is at firſt preſented ;* together, with a good 
Direction anent the making of a Sure Blow; and what kind ohr 


* 


hs Author values moſt; t.. | 
What the Weak Blow, or rather Yerk «wards, not proper for. 168 

That it is moſt difficult for any Man, notwithſtanding of the Srigteſ I 

junctions, to forbear Anſwering a Lovely made Feing,  _ 168 
An Excellent Direction in all Engagements, where there is a real Deſign 
7 v a ge 1 


5 
1 


* 
5 - 


7 N 7 0 3 5 — A WE 1 1 N * 67h 3 * * . 4 eager 9 12 q 3 ; 5 3 71 14 , 7 a 85 175 ; 
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LESSON II. The Second Leſſon againſt the Hanging-Guard deſcrived. 1689 
"TICS - 2098 + 7% © 
. 


| 
| The Blow that may be drawn. from the Second Leſſe 170 
ö 


An Excellent Direction when Engaged in a Crowd, and the Author's 22 

en, ra OO INg 
LESSON III. The Third Laſſin againſt the Hanging-Guard deſerived. 171 

The Blow that may be drawn from the Thi: on 'a moſt excellent | 


* 
* 


Avery neat kind of Feint, for Diſabling the Advanced Leg of Foot. 172 
ESE H <-> 25 8 . l ee ee #7 17 % £412 <LEB 
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LESSON IV. The Foxrth:Lefſor againſt the Hangine-Guard deſcrived. 17 
The Blow that may be drawn from the Fourch Loom. „ 
LESSON. V. The Fifth Leſſon: giinſt the Fan mg-Guard deſcrired. 173 
The Blom t hat may . — the Fifth r eee 2 es 
An Obſervation, anent the Termination of the Thruſt, from'a Single or 
Double Feint; together with a ſurprizing tho moſt mple Leſſon. 174 
LESSON VI.- The Sixth Leſſon againſt the Hanging-Guard deſcrived, 1 
The Blow that may be drawn from the Sixth Leſſon. a Ry good ne 
That if a Man once underſtands exactly the Six, above deſcrived 10 
from that Poſition, of his Sword with reſpect to his Adverſary s, from 


e OT LY OO OP 


l 


7 


vw A 


whence . deſerived; which is the Ordinary Poſition of the Hangs 
,  ing-Guard Without and ä Adverſary's, he will with a litela 1 
[ 5 1 : n f . . ee Ihe 


% | 
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One; together with a good Caution in making of all Fins. 172 : 


| 4 go — — and Uſeful. AbAtraft of t 


(28) 


Reflection, eaſily apply tha to the other Three Poftions, for which 
ſee Page 1 85. 


: Inſtrudtions fora Man when engaged with Sharps, in aGoſs Fight ainonglt 


à Crowd. 176 and 1 


A moſt reaſonable Propel, for the better Defence of Officers and Soldiers, 
9 ed in a Clo 7 Fight ina B attel. | 
The Afitence of th of the Las d much Recommended by the Author, . 
inſtr ions for a Man, when. engaged in a Single Combat. 
Four different Tempers of Adverſaries. 


How a Man ought to: behave in a Single Combat, when be 9 1 1 
chiefly to the Defenſioy, Part. 7 E5 

An excellent Advice at Sh 4275 

Directions againſt the Fir Temper of Adveraries =] 


A ſeeming Contradiction in Monjiewr de Liancowr's Book | Ents L, 
Mare d Armes, teconciled. 


„ 192, 183, 
Great OhHection againſt the Uſefulneſs of Fe drawn for t eNeed 
T 'a Man 2 e noe of the Amance of n om y 


The Anſwer to the preceeding Object ion; gt: Wr = 'Ule of the Lal 
Hand is no Reproach to the Art of Defence. 184 and 185 
An ae en by the Author to follow this New Method of Fen- 


18 
| 4 * very Uſeful Advice to Sword-Mev, when going to — "5g a Dad, | 
| 45 
DiveNions ag aga inſt the Sreond Ter enmper of Adyerfaries: 158 and x7 
r | 1 


Riche deainſt the Tri Tewper of Adverfaries.” 
Directions againſt the Fourth Temper of Adverfaries. 


2 or foe _ Direftions when about to Engage with Sharps; | 5 
1 


| | whole Art of Fcing._ 
The Author's: Commendation of a little Book of his for the Common 3 


Me ths Ele The: Snurd- aan Vade-Metum. 


is Eſſay contains not only the Author's New Met hod of Fencin = 
ie Sab The Cunmon Method, explained by him! in his Three 


or mer Pieces upon this Subject. 1 
A Short View of the Ordinary School Leſſons. o_ 


he Whole of Fencing in Ts: Words, and which is ch to re 
A e when Engaged: i in' Good þ 5 7 70 


| T 
A ageous Aſſuravce, the Life and Soul of all True Fant 50 


That not only the Practice, but alſo the Needful erh of the Whole 2 


of the Sword, which was never 8058 made Publick by any Author, are 
Lontain d in this g. = 7 e 
CHAP. vil. 


OF fome Chief and Undeniable Principles — Fa of tho Swer 
| t to be Founded... | 


The Principles ofthe Ars of the Sword, reduced ito ec 5 


0 


7g: Diviſes 1 ts Fin Gs of At relates 0 js” Wing o or 


199 
8 age, Kind ord-Blades. N ; 200 
ec end Diviſion of the 55 22“ ee, am rel tes 1 b e . 
 Motyons, Woe er e. * Offenſive, hi bich may he perjormed 
with the Sword; together wi diviſion.” +. - and 202 
Bo Subdroifon of the Second Tilton of the Bp Claſs of Frinopion ve = 
lates to a Good and Su cient Guard, | | 3 
An Obſervation anent the Denomination of the Different Gan by 1. — | IN 
Ancient Fencing- Maſtent. bz - © = 


or preg} the Fig Auſog? Principles, we: 


A Nicety in Parieing, . even to very few Maſters, and much dect 
mended by the Author. 397 
Thi whatever Secrets in Fencing ſome Maſters may pretend to, the Author 
58 6A he knows none; ſave a Good Sure Parade in Defends and a 
Fudiciow and Smart Method of Thrufting, when N or Gade 


w 


And if he did, he would frankly and in wn y reveal them. 07 > - 

Third Sadie a the Secan 727 of the the Hirt "Cheſs of  Privc i le re-. 

-* lates.to Th % orb he Offenſive Part. 8555 
6 That it is for 4 rok 145 wa af, to ſay, "that 4 a Man hath a _— 1 
land in Thruſtin the Author ap Ps r - 4 
7 | 1 very Niee and 2 00 er vat ian Fo the ben concgrniog Dif „ 1 
7 and never before made publick.. 1 2255 | 4 
8 Dies ions accarding 57 Nic Bile, : 85 more. Od f Sod Re- „ 4 
9 fe en Thrufting of 'a Þl AA Ihr, epeclly n Bet 5 | ” I 
4 28 to be obſerved by the Defender in P ag * e. 2 8 4 
1 | That! it is an aſſid ang requent 2 For Which noe 2 Man 1 5 
it , _ Good Sword-Man, anc not N A (Be IC ng of {290d cer. 
2 Rules to be obſerved by the Pur ver, in Thruting © a Plain ; 25 | 
3 A Sure Direction, whereby to now 2 a Serarcl 
7 A 8 of C Jpnnings ir in baking ol. Niſtance 0 ps a7 

diſcovere 
a 1 A good Method 75 propent the upping of One's Feet i in a School, ms . | 
| ing either to Thruſt a; Plain  ; 8 

5 wheres the Benefit of frequently pracl 14 07 bau and Thruf «Plats =” 1 


Ti 46470 N. 25 chiefiy conſiſt. 2 2 1 2x 
A Trice, to young 3s cholars, anent their. Arai Pr Ting _ Je 
R e al on Wn 
= "Plat Thrutt, Anſwered, OT 
9 i | 
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CLASS I. of Primei es, Reſp ecteth the Maſter. 


The Qualifications w erewith 1 Truly Great Maſter of Defence ought to 

be endued. 

"That the Are of the Back- Sword and Small ought alwiſe to be Tag a 4 

one and the ſame time. 229 
The Author's Opinion as to the Choice of a Maſter, when a Man has va- 
— — to pick and chooſe upon. 229 and 2 

ief Law, to be obſerved in a Foncing-Schook (ac cording, to t 

8 2 , en either when Aſſaulting or Playing f. for a Prize.;, 

are to be found in the Sheet which falds out, and which ought to be 
Placed bett the Pages 232 and 233. 231 


' CLASS. Of Priveiples, Reſpedeth the Shore. 22s 
The Great Power of a Natural Genus for any thing. 235 and 236 
"A ſhort Account of the Encouragement, which the Art of th i Sword 255 

met wer; of late in Scotland. 
Draught 05 by Act Anno 1707, for Erecting a Royal Society of so e 
in c | 
Abe Chief Deſign of the Honourable Perſons at preſent concerned; in t the 
Joy 6 Sor? -Men in Sootland, in endeavouring to haye the Society 
158 e which would redound to. the Siibietts of theſe Ilande 
+ rom, a. Society; of Good Sword. Men. were it once Authorized by Law. 


The Ti rue Art of Defence eſpecially from this New Method, "aha? 
in a Barrel when at Cleſ Fight, as well as in a Duel. 

That Ignorant and Maladroit Malters, have been hitherto the Ruin , | 
2 8 ief Cauſe of People's contemning the Art of the Sword. - 

A fincere and hearty Wiſh of the Author 85 for the greater Encouraging 
of the. Art of the Sword. 

The Concli Nie Se 


way of Entomium, upon the Art of Fencing, Wherein 


the chief Objections again it, are fairly Propoſed and Anſwered, 249 
Two ſort of Obj Cord bop againſt ft Fending. 6 249 and 250 


OA Divine as well as Natural Allegorie. 251 
The moſt Courageous and Greateſt Sword. n not given moſt to,Quarrels, 


5 and the Reaſon Wh. Fs 25% 
1 ADV ANTAGE 1 Which A Man hath by being a good GE 6 
FP: 20 

| ADVANTAGE. U. Which & Man. hath by being a good Sword wo. 5 


That an Ex rt Artif? ſupports and fortifies himſelf b his Arr, while, 
Ignorant ate t Noe 5 it by Temerity and Det ak, # an 


254 
The Coincidence betwixt Art and Ignorance = Boldneſs and For. 
* b WE explained... * in To Rs 255 | 


* 
0 A 


1 2 Ae ; e 8 4 . . METS „ 
A Common Ohjection againſt Fencing, together wi 
That Art can never take away, nor diminiſh a Man's Natural Courage; 


ee eee 


3 No Man infallibly certain in any thing, and. that it is nnreaſonable to 
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and the Reaſon why*Arrifs are ſometimes more Cautious when Enga- 
ged than other ee e 2 
That a truly Expert and Compleat Artig, can never be Beat from his 


* Artificial Poſture of Defence, or True Meaſures of Purſuit | 
i Reaſon for it. . : 3 10 5 , ee 
That a Sword. Han can Vn-Art himſelf as it were, when'put to a Pin 


1 


together with a Good Advice to very young Swordd- Hen. 
1 Argument for the uͤcctalne 

the Author draws a Neceſſary and Undeniable Concluſion... 25 
One Chief Reaſon why moſt ignorant People undervalue Fencing, 258 & 259 

That all Men wiſh themſclves Good Sword: Men, when they come to 
have an Occaſion with Sharps, 1 


, 


Py , *p > #4 $48 
1 
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Another Object ion againſt Fencing, ' wherein the late Mr, Loe is Nam | 


259 


9 


ne _ we ſhould be ſo only in Fencing, 2061 and 262 


The True Method at Sharps againſt Forward Ipgnorants, and how in 
Probability a good Sword Han would treat them, upon their Forward 


262 and 263 
the 


and Deſperate Purſuit at Sharps, -* 
That there are but very few. Great Smard- Men, which has been 
Reaſon of Mr. LZock's Miſtake; together with the great Difference 
there is betwixt a True Artiſ, and a Pretender, or Half-Skill'd One. 
ET a © 


A Gentlemany Advice. 


That a Man ought not to draw his Sword in good Earneff ; without 4 : 


A ſhort Vindication of the late Mr. Locks as to his pretended e U A 


juſt Ground, and very great. Provocation. 
. lating to Fencing, in the aboyEcited Paſſage. 3 | 
An Inconfiderate and Deſperate Purſue riot to be allowed in a Sr 

Man except in the Farticular Circumſtances Named in the quoted 


That in Matters which Peopte do not exactly underſtand, their O. inions,, 


how Dogmatical ſoever, ought not to be regarded; upon the Reverſe 


ADVANTAGE, III. That Fencing is both Diverting and Uſeful; toge- 
ther with the Reaſons for it. | 5 

An ingenuous Acknowledgment of the Author 
- Simile, as to the Uſefulneſs of Fencing ) 
That the Effects of ſtrong Liquor, and: exceſſive. Paſſion, do equally 
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th iff Anſwer. 255 


256 and 257 
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is of Fencing, from whence 


N to be Credited; eſpecially as to Fn- | 
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- which Overrules Al Men, TEES 
"THE Raglnlng of the Table ofthe Privcipel digit, c 
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HE following Letter being tranſmitted to me, upon 
Printing this laſt Sheet of the Contents, from 4 Pro- 
Fieſſer of the Art, who hath a very good Tate and 
Fudementin Matters relating to True Fencing ; and whohad 
xruſed the ſingle Sheets as they were Printed; Ijudged that 
cquld not better 5 5 this Vacancy in the end of it, than 
= 1 755 in it his Letter, and conſequently his Sentiment 
of Thu New 


more willingly, becauſe it is 10 appoſite to the Sabject Matter 
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8 
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3 * 
- * 4 1 — 1 
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thod of Fencing; and which I own I did the 


* * 


N 4 a unn ee 
and Deſign of my Boot, an alſo ingeniou y eno Een 1 
3 Hs „)* w ² PTR d % œ'ꝛ ,] 
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= -* any hal ock, ard. aye cauſed Print chis Letter, as 
wee as thoſe few Verſe, which ate at the Beginning of this 
. Piece, out of meer Oſtentation and Vanity; Iſhall-only ſay, 
That ſuch perſons are very little acquainted with either my 
1  Inelinations. or Temper: However, icing I have been long 
. | We that it is as im poſſible for any Author to ſtop 
WM all People's. Months, as it is for him to ſatisfy and eonvince 
 al:Men's Judgments; fo ſince ever I attempted to offer my 
Jer vice to the Public in this manner, I have firmly reſolved 
_ (eſpecially beiag Conſcious of my own Sincerity-and Inno. 
: - cence) to ſtand Proof, againſt all ſuch Cenſorious and Cavilling 
5 Aſſeatrs Whatſoever: Belides, I am of Opinion, That Hanoris 
| rays" Arp Levitate & Blandiloquentia, ſed Opere & Las 
ore acquirtndum eſt. Follows the Letter, . 5 
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S he ' who. C mm wie: 1 Fu Poorly done 15 4 
Subject Ranks his own Judgment with the Author's. 


Pg. 75 the much Hal” Wy 


| But when his ſincerely approves, of mhat mu# intuitably 


4 manner, not only his own Skill, but pays alſo a juſt Compli- 
ment to the performer; ſo it 4s to be 100 uppoſed He muft under- 


Fand good Reafoning, oy the Swor too, who # not only 
Charmed with ſo great a Performance, but 5s alſo capable of 


ac oe Eſteem and Applauſe of al Wiſe Men, Proclaims, 1 


ts 
his Opinion 70 the. Purpoſe, of your New and Eaſy N ethod of 


Fencing from the Hanging Guard in Seconde. 


FOR my own Part, tho by what Thave ſaid, I 705 to Haan | 


N f ur foif ee juſtly Commend my Beſt Friend, T dare confidently 


aum, that He who ſerioaſij reads this Book, and is not in Love 
with — 25 Art, 4s jou have Improv/d it, hath ſomethin Jo very hes. 


wy. and dull in his Temper, that ( like the Fellow in the 
Turkiſh Spy, who had never been in Love) he deſerves to ; 


be delivered: by the Ears, to am Man who has loſt his Aſs. 
1 HAVE. long Taught the Science of Deſence; 4 Tung 


juſtly Term it ſo, for. Your Eabours prove it really we The: : 


Cos Practice of it hath been chiefly my Part; Its Niceſt The. 


ory and That too your”s ; and if at am time darin 17 my Leiſure- 
_ Hours, I. ſtadied Improvements, forthe Credit an 


berger 


the Honour to Reaſon With you apo the Matter, 


- 


wy. 
. er Notions were ſtill Refin d, a I came away, deter mi- 


Reputation 
yment, and the Benefit of my Scholars; yer by. 


ned to follow Thoſe Rules I had: propord to my ſelf, confirm” 4 - 


more by Your Solid Arguments aud Approbation, than 
Chain of Conveniencies and n Las 22 
+ had oreſeen. 7 

THERE have biew but fon Pieces of any Note pubbiſid, 
for near * 7 ears, "om the Art of TON but phat: 


lam Hope of Balcomi ie, Nenner 
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4 Weapon, of its own Size and Strength; but you have 


i 4 
3 


I have read; moſt Books of that kind, and which are in m 
Repute, being either written or tranſlated infpEngliſh, ſome of 
them at my on Charges, and for my own Uſe; But if al 


of them were Rob'd of their particalar Beauties, and they Crowd- 


ed into One Piece, it would be found to come as far ſhart of what 


you now impart to the World, as the Ordinary Homilies of 4 
' Weak Country Vicar, compared with the moſt Elaborate Di 


7 * 
= ; 
295 /- 
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* 


courſes of the greateſt Engliſh Divine 
THE Small-Sword or Rapier, was formerly Confin'd to 
too Narrow Bounds; , judged only proper to engage 


after a moſt convincing Manner «ndeceived the World, and- 
turn d it Looſe, to Stand and Maintain its Ground, both a-Foot © 
and on Horſeback, again# the Strongeſt and moſt Bloody 
Weapons, ſach as Sheering-Sword, Sabre, Battel-Ax, &c. 
Arms it durſt never Encounter with till now, without a too too 
Viſible Diſadvantage ;- all which is wholly removed, bi this New 
and Excellent Method of Yours ; for which, every one who reads 
it, and is a Lover of the Art, will P an Everlaſting Reſpect to 
jour Memory. ; 4 FE Ea 
AND in a more parti 


cular manner, all Fencing-Maſters are 


your Debitors : Tos have, Sir, left ws little or not ing to find out: 
Practice for the future will be our only Task; nor can we poſſibly 


Miſcarry in That, when the Rules and Method of it, are ſo Di- 
ſtinctiy and Pointedly expreſsd, that the Meaneſt Capacity 
( allowing him a little Knowledge in the Art before) cannot fail - 
of underſtanding to Detend by it, at once, what is Deareſt to Man- 
ind ; LIFE and HONOUR. f Letter be too long, im- 
pute it to Gratitude, ( which when. Real is not ty 4 to Common 
Forms) not only for your New and Great Diſcoveries in the 


Art of the Sword, bur a{o for the many Favours conferr d upon, 


| EY 3&0 
Edinburgh, 18. 1 7 Our moſt "obliged ; : 
Auguſt 170 nd moſt humble Servant, i 
WILL. MACHRIE. 
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= P4448. Line 20read abandon, P. 13. J. I. 1. Sechnde, P. 16. J, ig 


= r. Guard. P. 22. I. 28. r. Ignorants. P. 40. I. ar. Acknowled ged. 
P. 44-1. 15.7. the ſame. F. 60. J. 14. 7. Backward: P. 63. J. 30; at the 1 be 8 
* _ 7, without and above. P. 69. J. 13. r. Thruſts. P. 71. J. 13. . Advance 
77. I. 28. put a Semi- colon after Hanging Guard. and l. 31. put a cm me- 
after Parade, P. 96. l. We dele either. P. 111. J. 1. r. are. P. 113. J. 10%/%ęſ 
Diſtance, P. 126, J. 12. 1. however. P. 133. dele the Comma after x 
Quarting, P. — J. 16. after but add to. P. 205.4, 26. r. Circular. P;* 
214. J. 14. r. Tierce. I. 16. 1. That. J. 19. riThruft.4, 33. r. the very. 2 
227. J. 28. r. Choiſe, and /. 29. 1. Chuſe. P. 234. I. 31: r: Aſſault. t! 
* l. uit; r; Were: P: 243: J: 29: r: Wiſhers: - P: 244: J: 25: : propoſ -- 
254: J: 7: dele a: and I: g: r: Temeritatis. P: 255; l: 17: r: as, L: 3111 
1: obtaining: P; 256; I: 23: 1: even: Ii ult: , Rot, P: 261; I: 321 74. 
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